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I am always amazed at the amount of 
activities our staff and pupils take part in 
throughout the School – this year we have 
become a beekeeping school, raised an 
extraordinary amount of money for charity, 
delved into the archives, been challenged 
in Curiosity Club and celebrated our Welsh 
connection with the first ever Eisteddfod, 
to name but a few. 

Our connection to Wales is a strong one, 
eighty years after the School was exiled to 
Llanwrtyd Wells during WW2. The pupils 
then were given bicycles to meander the 
small lanes, going from lesson to lesson, 
buildings sometimes miles apart. The 
editor of the Bromsgrovian in 1940 regaled 
its readers with some of the difficulties the 
School faced during this time – but the 
one bugbear it seemed, was the Welsh 
weather!

Editorial
‘After a year in exile, it is a suitable 
opportunity to look back and see how 
the School has “gone to it” in its new 
surroundings. Difficulties there certainly 
have been, but they have for the most 
part been successfully overcome. Apart 
from the obvious ones—the adaptation of 
everyone to a new routine, necessitated 
by the limited facilities at our disposal, 
and the lack of adequate equipment and 
playing-fields—there have been several 
other problems that have only recently 
come to the forefront. The irate police-
constables and air raid wardens, who 
pestered us night after night about those 
ridiculously small cracks of light that were 
scarcely visible to the ordinary mortal, have 
been finally pacified, though whether it is 
through fear of our “black-out” officials or 
whether they have grown tired of walking 
to the same place each night, it is difficult 
to say. The rationing of certain foodstuffs 
did not present such a problem as was at 
first anticipated, at least from the School’s 
point of view, as suggestions and criticisms 
of menu are given by a committee, which 
meets the housekeeper each week. One 
problem, however, remains unsolved 
— the Welsh weather, which, many will 
regret, is to be responsible for the passing 
of the traditional white basher, now only to 
be retained by the privileged few. Instead, 
the Sixth Form, the House Monitors, and 
the “Caps” are allowed to affix maroon and 
silver stars in varying combinations to the 
School cap to denote their status.’

During wartime, no Commemoration 
took place until 1945. Our own 
Commemoration 2019 was held on one of 
the hottest days of the year, certainly no 
typical Welsh wet weather to be seen in 
sight here! 

The resolve and camaraderie that was 
built in Wales by the boys (it was an 
all-boys school back then) is still with 
those very same OBs today – now in their 
late 80s and early 90s, some formed 
friendships from the very first day of 
School and continue to regularly meet up 
at reunions, others visit Llanwrtyd Wells on 
Remembrance Day to honour their fellow 
comrades. Some never actually set foot in 
Bromsgrove – their whole schooling was 
in Llanwrtyd Wells, yet they still feel an 
affinity towards the School they call their 
own. Now that our Upper Sixth, and other 
departing pupils, have left Bromsgrove for 
the final time, I hope that they will still feel 
the same sense of pride in their School 
and have made friendships and memories 
for life. 

Enjoy this 2019 edition.

Megan Griffiths
Editor
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Whether the 2018/19 academic year 
was your first, last, or simply the most 
recent in your journey through the School, 
welcome to this latest edition of the 
Bromsgrovian. This volume is the 138th 
in an unbroken series, the first magazine 
having been published in 1881. As with all 
predecessors, it celebrates the multitude 
of achievements enjoyed by pupils of all 
ages at Bromsgrove over the course of a 
year. 

The breadth of activities chronicled today 
is eye watering, a far cry from the relatively 
limited opportunities for endeavour when 
this magazine first started. The inaugural 
edition records all the sporting fixtures of 
that year; just ten games of Cricket, four 
Rugby matches and some House Hockey. 
Contrast that with a remarkable twenty-six 
sporting codes detailed within these pages. 
Likewise, seven Sixth Formers graduated 
to universities in 1881. Last year, we 
farewelled 220.

Comparisons of School size between 
the first and the latest editions of the 
‘Bromsgrovian’ may be startling, but they 
are easy to understand. The School has 
grown in stature and esteem over the 
centuries of its existence. A factor in that 
success has been our willingness and 
ability to change with the times, without 
losing ethos or identity. We may be larger, 
but we are no less committed to the 
School’s founding values.

Headmaster’s 
Introduction

What is perhaps more notable when 
comparing the accounts written for the 
early articles and those you are about to 
peruse, is not the content but the tone. 
There may have been far fewer sporting 
matches, plays, debates, trips, awards 
and examination successes to report, 
but there was also a distinct shortage 
of praise. In keeping with the Victorian 
sensibilities of the day, the accolades are 
few and far between in the pages of those 
first magazines. Indeed, the very first 
editorial spends a lot of time agonising 
over whether it is even seemly to publish 
a magazine that appears to be self-
promoting.  The Editor fears that School 
magazines are “the mouthpiece of a self-
laudation which is objectionable.” 

Although I am a staunch advocate for 
the virtue of humility, I am pleased 
that the following 138 years have 
seen a little easing of that stance. Our 
current Editor does a brilliant job of 
capturing the enormous wealth of annual 
accomplishments. Contributors allow their 
pride in our pupils to colour their reports, 
without sounding boastful or conceited. As 
a consequence, I am confident that you 
will browse this edition with equal delight 
and an appropriate sense of satisfaction.
As to what readers will make of this year’s 
magazine in another 138 years, only time 
will tell. My hope is that, whatever the 
number of School achievements or the 
enthusiasm with which they are reported 
in the 2157 Bromsgrovian, our values will 
still continue to shine forth from the pages, 
as they do in this edition.

Peter Clague
Headmaster
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Bromsgrove Preparatory and Pre-
Preparatory School is a community, one 
that celebrates everyone as much for who 
they are, as for what they do, and which 
reminds them that with great privilege 
comes great responsibility; to not only 
use that honour for the betterment of 
themselves but also of others, and long 
may that remain the case.

The School ethos is very clear: ‘to educate 
the whole child, academically, socially and 
morally, through a broad and balanced 
curriculum’. I feel that we fulfil this aim 
to a high standard, not only achieving 
outstanding academic results but also 
helping our children to become resilient, 
emotionally well-balanced, motivated, 
confident and friendly individuals on a 
daily basis.

I believe that children should arrive at 
School each day with the anticipation of 
something exciting happening and that 
learning should be memorable. The Pre-
Prep and Prep Schools are flourishing 
places, both with high aspirations for all, 
and where we endeavour to maintain the 
highest standards academically, pastorally 
and through extra-curricular opportunities.
I, together with my staff, know that we are 
in a privileged position. We share with you 
the successes and achievements of your 
children. The secret to our success is the 
strong partnership between School and 
home. 

It has been said that ‘A people without 
the knowledge of their past history, origin 
and culture is like a tree without roots’. At 
the end of another full academic year, it 
is our chance to look down at our roots, 
by reflecting on the successes of the year 
and to enjoy looking forward to all that the 
future will bring to our School.

As the School year draws to an end, 
The Bromsgrovian provides a wonderful 
opportunity to reflect on the memorable 
moments we have experienced and to 
celebrate the achievements of the pupils. 
We now say goodbye to our Year 8 leavers 
and wish them every success in the Senior 
School and welcome the Year 2 pupils into 
the Preparatory School for another exciting 
year that lies ahead.

Jacqui Deval-Reed
Headmistress of Prep and Pre-Prep

Prep and Pre-Prep Headmistress’ Overview
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We have had an extremely busy and 
fun-filled year in Nursery, beginning in 
September with the topic, ‘My Family’. 
The children enjoyed creating their own 
family tree and portraits as well as learning 
about the similarities and differences that 
connect and distinguish themselves from 
others. The children also learnt about 
Harvest Festival, healthy foods and ways to 
keep their bodies healthy. 

During the Michaelmas Term, Diwali was 
celebrated and they looked at the seasonal 
changes that take place in Autumn. The 
children particularly enjoyed going on 
nature walks, taking photos of the outdoor 
environment and collecting and exploring 
autumnal objects. Another popular topic 
was ‘Once Upon a Story’. Pupils enjoyed 
role-playing characters from traditional 
tales such as Little Red Riding Hood and 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears. Children 
participated in maths activities involving 
shape, size, colour and weight, and Mrs 
Martin, our music teacher, taught the 
children some lovely songs to accompany 
traditional tales. The term ended learning 
about the Christmas story, decorating our 
beautiful Christmas tree and participating 
in sparkly craft activities. 

Returning to School in January 2019, 
Nursery children enjoyed their ‘Superhero’ 
and ‘Transport’ topics. They participated in 
activities that helped to improve their fine 
and gross motor skills. Pupils also enjoyed 
exploring different forms of transport, 
learning about road safety and making 
their own traffic light repeating pattern 
biscuits. The Lent term finished with a 
fantastic performance based on the topic 
of transport. 

Nursery
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During the Summer Term, the children 
went ‘Down in the Jungle’ learning about 
different jungle animals and participated in 
singing and rhyming activities. 

Our pupils have taken pleasure in ‘Balance 
Ability’ sessions, which incorporate fun 
activities to help them develop gross motor 
skills, spatial awareness and bilateral 
co-ordination. They have also learnt about 
growth and planted seeds and flowers to 
decorate their outside environment. World 
Oceans Day was celebrated, where the 
children learned about the importance of 
our oceans and how to protect them. The 
Summer Term ended with the EYFS Sports 
Day and a visit from Magic Russ.

Nursery pupils have taken part in many 
interesting activities over the year including 
a lovely ramble around the Windmill at 
Avoncroft Museum of Historic Buildings 
in aid of Children in Need. Number Day 
and National Story Telling Week were other 
exciting themes where the children played 
mathematical games and listened to each 
other’s favourite stories in different places 
around School.  For May Day, the children 
made shortbread, flower garlands and 
participated in dancing. 

As part of the School’s Global Voices 
project, Nursery children took part in 
many activities based on countries from 
around the world. These have included 
Japanese drumming, dancing to traditional 
Russian music, watching Chinese role-play 
(performed by pupils in the Senior School) 
and tasting Thai food. 

Every week, the children have rotated in 
Forest School, language lessons, ‘Nature 
Rocks’, cookery, PE and visits to the 
library. 

We would like to thank the Nursery 
staff for their hard work and dedication 
throughout the year, and we all wish 
our Rising 4 pupils a very happy and 
productive time as they move into their 
new Reception classes. We will miss you, 
but will look forward to seeing you around 
the School and we will be following your 
progress with great interest.

J Townsend
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The Reception classes started the year 
with their ‘All About Me’ topic. Miss 
Bartlett brought in baby Finley to visit them 
and the pupils asked her lots of questions 
about looking after babies. Mrs Oldfield 
also spoke to the children about her 
responsibilities as a very proud ‘Nanny’ to 
baby Ezra. The Michaelmas Term closed 
with a wonderful performance of our 
Nativity Play, A Little Bird Told Me.  The 
children sang beautifully, danced, spoke 
their lines clearly and performed with 
enthusiasm. 

During the Lent Term, Reception pupils 
studied ‘Paws, Claws and Whiskers’. A 
representative from The Dog’s Trust told 
the group how to care for dogs and about 
the work she does for the charity. Later in 
the term, there was a visit to Umberslade 
Farm where pupils fed the lambs and went 
on a fun tractor ride.  Reception enjoyed 
their Keeping Safe and Healthy week with 
visits from firefighters, paramedics and 
police officers. Two visitors from Webheath 
Dental Practice came and spoke to pupils 
about keeping their teeth healthy.

During the Summer Term, pupils boarded 
‘The Big Red Bus’ for London and its 
famous landmarks. Many children then 
visited London in real-life with their families 
and were able to recognise the many 
landmarks that they had been learning. 
In Forest School, Reception classes went 
bug hunting and pond dipping.  They even 
observed caterpillars as they transformed 
into Butterflies while studying the stories 
of Eric Carle. The butterflies were then 
set free in their outdoor area to start the 
lifecycle all over again. The term ended 
with the Early Years Sports Day and a visit 
from Magic Russ.

Reception
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Every Thursday, each class has had 
a rotation of Forest School, ICT and 
Expressive Art and Design. This year, 
Reception children have also received 
specialist French, Music and PE sessions 
each week. The children have learnt 
basic French vocabulary through practical 
activities and songs. In Music, everyone 
enjoyed making music with various 
instruments and they can now play in 
time, tapping out the syllables. They 
have loved singing a variety of songs and 
have even started singing in two parts. 
Mrs Webley has taught PE sessions 
each week and they have developed 
skills in gymnastics. Pupils have enjoyed 
swimming in the Senior School pool - 

Mr Camden is especially pleased with 
the progress the children have made 
in swimming throughout the year. The 
children have had fun using the new 
balance bikes and have been zooming 
around the Pre-Prep garden, wearing their 
helmets, of course.

Reception certainly do work hard whilst 
having great fun!

C Dunlop            
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Year 1 started the Michaelmas Term by 
learning all about data handling using 
coloured teddy sweets, testing different 
materials to find the most suitable for 
Teddy’s umbrella and designing a t-shirt 
for their new furry friend. In the afternoon, 
they all had a scrumptious teddy bears’ 
picnic and sang songs. 

Throughout the year, Year 1 have 
welcomed many visitors – Dr Ruben 
joined them to talk about special family 
occasions, Chef Chris Micklewright led a 
fantastic healthy eating session and they 
even travelled across the Atlantic Ocean 
via Skype to share lessons with children in 
a classroom in Ohio, USA. The highlight 
was meeting a real-life explorer who had 
trekked through the Himalayas and around 
Everest Base Camp. 

Our young explorers had an amazing 
adventure when they were tasked with 
using maps and compasses to travel 
around the world in hot air balloons, 
airplanes, submarines and boats to cross 
the five oceans and see some sensational 
sights in the seven continents. Highlights 
included playing the didgeridoo and 
exploring under the sea. As part of their 
Voyages of Discovery topic, it was fitting 
to celebrate Australia Day with traditional 
songs and a BBQ lunch. During their trip 
to Clip ‘n’ Climb, pupils imagined they 
were climbing Mount Everest, cheered on 
by their friends. 

Year 1
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A truly scrumptious time was had by 
Year 1 pupils at Cadbury World for the 
start of their Food, Glorious Food topic. 
The pupils found out about the chocolate 
bean journey from Ghana to Bournville, 
examined cocoa beans and discovered the 
history of chocolate. A thrilling 4D cinema 
experience on the rollercoaster took them 
through a fantasy chocolate land. Pupils 
enjoyed writing their names with melted 
chocolate, but the highlight was definitely 
sampling the delicious melted chocolate 
with their favourite toppings.

Year 1 were excited to see the whole 
process of how ice cream is made 
from cow to cone, during their visit to 
Churchfields. Pupils visited the milking 
parlour and witnessed how the machines 
work to make the milk into ice cream.
The academic year ended with the Years  
1 & 2 Sports Day in glorious sunshine in 
the Pre-Prep grounds. 
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Year 2 enjoyed a wonderful day as part of 
their Turrets and Tiaras topic when they 
visited Warwick Castle.  At the beginning 
of term, the children received a ransom 
note from the Evil Knight, asking for fifty 
golden groats in return for the safe release 
of Princess Arabella, who was locked in 
a tower at Warwick Castle.  The children 
paid the ransom during their visit and 
were excited to hear the Princess was now 
free.  The day also involved a walk up to 
the Motte, the oldest part of the castle 
and a storytelling session in the Princess 
Tower, where they designed their own 
shields. Pupils experienced a journey back 
in time to the medieval ages, witnessed 
battle preparations in ‘The Kingmaker’ 
exhibition, and enjoyed a ‘Bowman’ 
show and Falconry demonstration.  If the 
children had not had enough excitement 
for one day, they discovered a golden egg 
- they agreed to take care of the egg until it 
hatched and brought it back to School for 
safekeeping.

Later in the year, pupils enjoyed a 
wonderful morning at the Prep School with 
their friends in Year 3 whilst supporting 
NSPCC Number Day. They braved the cold 
weather to complete an outdoor maths trail 
and loved participating in dance maths 
workshops in Maple Hall. 

Back at Pre-Prep, Year 2 made and 
launched their own air-compressed 
rockets that all reached spectacular 
heights. They also learned more about 
space technology and explored space 
artefacts. Bromsgrove Bear was even 
launched into space!

For their Out of Africa topic, pupils had a 
close encounter with a variety of African 
animals – they held a giant African snail 
and a cockroach from Madagascar, 
observed a tree frog and a tarantula called 
Tallulah. They also loved meeting the 
snake called Lucius. 

Year 2 enjoyed a fantastic African 
drumming workshop where they played 
authentic African instruments including 
the distinctive Djembe drums and the big 
Djun Djun bass drums. All of the children 
learned traditional rhythms and techniques 
and created a stunning piece of music as 
a finale.

The Year 2 children enjoyed a fantastic 
day out to mark the end of their time at 
Pre-Prep and to reward them for all their 
hard work and enthusiasm this year.  
Thank you to the PA for supporting this 
wonderful leavers’ trip.  We wish all our 
Year 2 leavers a happy and successful 
time in Year 3.

Year 2
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Year 2 Prizegiving
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Our Amazing Artists have enjoyed visits by 
Prep School staff this year – from creating 
Andy Warhol inspired weaving, to using 
cut out flowers and experimenting with 
inks, everyone has had a wonderful time. 

Art Club

All pupils in Reception and Years 1-4 
enjoyed participating in our Children in 
Need ramble across the Senior School 
campus in the Michaelmas Term, 
supported by over forty School Monitors 
and Survivors from the Upper Sixth. Pupils 
in Nursery also enjoyed their ramble within 
the Avoncroft grounds. 

Children in Need 
Ramble

Pre-Prep 
Activities
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The Harvest Festival service was 
a wonderful way to celebrate the 
Michaelmas Term. Thank you to everyone 
who contributed to the fantastic display 
and a big thank you must also go to 
the parents who helped to decorate the 
Memorial Chapel. The children thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves and each year group 
performed their parts superbly. The Pre-
Prep retiring collection from the service 
raised £572.33 for Acorns Children’s 
Hospice. 

Harvest Festival

We were delighted to welcome Earthsong 
into School as part of our Global Voices 
initiative. The children loved making 
music by playing a variety of Shime 
Daiko drums and the giant O Daiko drum 
(measuring nearly 4 feet wide!). Pupils 
were also treated to a Koto demonstration, 
and performed a fan dance to the gentle 
sounds of the Shakuhachi (bamboo flute). 

Japanese pupils from the Senior School 
came along to a special assembly where 
they taught the children a variety of 
Japanese words and told them more about 
their culture. 

Japanese Music 
Workshop
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The whole of Pre-Prep enjoyed a Chinese 
enrichment day for the Global Voices 
project. Everyone was dressed in red and 
yellow and enjoyed traditional Chinese 
food. Pupils from the Senior School visited 
all of the classes for workshops on Chinese 
culture, including how to write names in 
Chinese. 

Chinese 
Enrichment Day

Nursery pupils planted five UK-sourced 
and native broadleaf trees in Forest School 
at Pre-Prep. The trees came from the 
Woodland Trust as part of the Queen’s 
Commonwealth Canopy Project. The 
children then continued their learning in 
the classroom and wrote special thank you 
letters to Her Majesty The Queen. 

Queen’s 
Commonwealth 
Canopy Project
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Cat Weatherill, author and storyteller, 
visited Pre-Prep as part of our World 
Book Day celebrations.  She enthralled 
each year group with different magical 
stories and activities. She also brought 
some wonderful musical instruments to 
accompany the stories and bring them 
alive.

For World Book Day itself, the School 
was filled with characters from stories. 
The children loved showing off their book 
character themed costumes during the 
grand parade in assembly and everyone 
enjoyed guessing who the many different 
characters were. 

The Parents’ Association Sponsored 
Reading Event was launched across the 
School during the same week.

World Book Day 

During the Lent Term, Pre-Prep were in 
awe as they watched Bromsgrove Bear 
being launched into Space. The bear 
finally landed southeast of Northampton, 
some sixty miles from Bromsgrove. The 
pupils were very relieved to hear that 
Bromsgrove Bear had descended safely 
back to Earth. 

Bromsgrove  
Bear in Space
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Pre-Prep 
Drama

Year 2 Production – Joseph And The 
Amazing Technicolour Dream Coat
Joseph  Anna Hooton
Jacob  Edward Sollars

Brothers
Reuben  Robyn Duffy
Simeon Sophie Jones
Levi  Harry Wilson
Naphtali Max Hinton
Issachar  Isla Hibbert-May
Asher  Avani Bhandal
Dan  Avani Patel
Zebulun  Chloe Greathurst
Gad  Gigi Gilbert
Benjamin  Penelope Higgins
Judah  Olivia Ward

Pharaoh  Olly Wheale

Body Guards  
Rowan Laurenson,  
Mohammed Porbanderwalla 

Cheerleaders  
Seren Daly, Chloe Head, Amelia Hughes, 
Florence Martin, Freya Obrey,  
Amara Ratra, Maisie-Jo Read,  
Arianne Thorpe, Eloise Warman,  
Amelia Wright

Ishmaelites  
Zoe Foster, George Grey, Sam Ivison,  
Lily MacCormick, Thomas Reid,  
Tabitha Singleton, Billy Stockdale 

Farmers & Farmers’ Wives  
Samuel Collins, Darcey Conroy, Dylan Fry, 
Rocco Gallagher, Pippa Malpas,  
Vanshika Sopariwala
 
Joseph’s Deputies  
Joshua Bhardwaj, Leon Jewkes,  
Roshan Kotekar, Manav Mahal,  
David Odintsov, Harry Thompson,  
Dexter Ward
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Reception Nativity –  
A Little Bird Told Me
Mary  Harriet Warman  
Joseph  Alfred Grey 
Robin  Lupe Jewkes 
Dove  Ellie-Anna Baker 

Birds  
Summer Dad, Jenson Wright,  
Finley Mullan, Camille Wallington 

Stars  
Dexter Colley, Isla Browning, Isabelle Rea, 
Louisa Sutor, Clara Bradbury, Nia Roberts, 
Etta Daly, Maia Goold, Philippa Bailey 

Sheep  
William Morris, Brer Pilling,  Teddy Tyler, 
Harry Beckley, Oscar Wilson, Henry Foster, 
Fynn Chidley 

Shepherds  
Yuvraj Bhandal, Louis Fountain,  
Max Morgan, Sam Qian,  Kishan Ratra, 
Fred Titterton 

Camels  
Henry Stones, Ben Davies,  
Hudson Lancaster

Year 1 Nativity –  
It All Started With A Baby
Mary  Alana Fuller
Joseph  Freddie Helmore

Carol Singers  
Daniel Wang, Joshua Langton,  
Daniel Rose, Austin Stiley, Lily Heath, 
James Jones-Elliott, Tommy Thompson, 
Isla-Blu Evans, Eleanor Ballard,  
Sophia MacCormick 

Angels  
Rose Thompson, Brooke Ryan,  
Aaliyah Jackson, Purdey Evans,  
Jemima Lea, Emily Kesterton,  
Darcey Hackett, Constance Foster

Shepherds  
Harrison Salisbury, William Jones-Elliott, 
Milo Malpas, Sepehr Maleki, Tom Barnett, 
Carsten Langlois, Oliver Alekna,  
Toby Nuttall

Innkeepers  
James Oatridge, Alfie Webley,  
Remirez Mais

Innkeepers’ Wives  
Evie Ashurst, Laura Davidson,  
Eva Busby-McVey

Stars  
Zoya Ali Baig, Stephania Demetrios, 
Isabelle Kesterton, Amelia Tamplin,  
Amélie Rea, Savannah Billings,  
Philippa Stephens, Alice Williams,  
Miela Evans, Lamia Vejzovic-Wilson

Kings  
Connor Abel, Walter Wood, Joseph Albutt

Pages  
Simon Kettle, Edward Sutton, Theo Siviter

Wise Men  
Rory Townsend, Oliver Gibson, Finlay Halls

Angels  
Aaliya Sitlu, Elodie Wallington,  
Florence Walker, Matilda Wilkes,  
Sophie Smith, Venise Moodley,  
Victoria Oladini, Violette Sharwood,  
Imogen Lewis, Harriet Smith,  
Isabella White, Freya Singleton,  
Annabelle Thompson-Brown, Iris Martin
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Pre-Prep 
Sports Day
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What a busy time we have had in Year 3 
this academic year. 

In the Michaelmas Term, the children 
enjoyed studying ‘Walk Like An Egyptian’, 
which started with the arrival of a strange 
package containing a collection of 
mysterious objects.  The pupils recognised 
some of these and quickly deduced that 
the parcel must have come from Egypt, 
which then led them on a fantastic 
journey of discovery, including a trip to 
the ThinkTank to study precious rocks 
and stones, and culminating in a fabulous 
Egyptian extravaganza in Cobham Theatre. 
At Christmas time, the children enjoyed 
learning about and making Christingles 
for their Christingle Service with Year 4, 
raising a healthy total for charity.

At the start of the Lent Term, Year 3 
were greeted by huge blocks of ice with 
a number of interesting artefacts frozen 
inside, which led to a study of Ice Worlds. 
They discovered Polar places, visited the 
SnowDome for a fun-filled day of learning 
and went to the Old Chapel to learn more 
about Polar expeditions and our own links 
with Robert Falcon Scott; they loved seeing 
his actual sledge in the School archive! 

The children were enthusiastic participants 
in our annual Science Day in March and 
relished all of the practical activities on 
offer. Another unexpected delivery was 
received in the form of a peculiar box, 
which contained an unusually large egg. 
The children did their research and 
worked out that it simply must have been 
a penguin egg sent to them by mistake 
(although some did argue that it was 
because they were such polar experts!) 
This triggered their learning about 
Penguins and other polar animals, and 
the children petitioned their teachers for 
a trip to Dudley Zoo to hand the egg in. 
The topic finished with the Penguin Café 
and Ice Worlds Open Afternoon, where 
the children enjoyed showing all of their 
hard work to their families and raised an 
impressive contribution for charity.

Year 3
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Summer brought a brand new topic 
to Year 3 in the form of ‘Yee-Ha!’ - A 
study of the American Wild West. Pupils 
received a video message from Sheriff 
Beaufort T. Clancy stating that outlaws 
had overrun his county and he urgently 
needed some new deputies to assist him; 
this certainly captured the children’s 
imaginations and they were spurred 
into action, making wanted posters and 
searching high and low for the Sheriff’s 
lost keys. They learned a great deal about 
the geography of America, the Great 
Plains, Native Americans, pioneers, 
homesteaders, cowboys, battles and much 
more. Learning was enhanced by a Native 
American Forest School day at Bodenham 
Arboretum, and finished with a celebration 
in the form of their Rootin’ Tootin’ Yee-
Ha! Wild West Fun Day. The children 
also requested a PJ day, which they were 
granted in the form of a charity fundraiser 
for BookTrust’s Pyjamarama Day. 

Well done Year 3 - you have worked hard 
and have been an enthusiastic, lively and 
fun year group. 

R Ivison
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Year 4 explored Pathways to the East as 
their first Creative Curriculum topic this 
year. The topic began with them arriving at 
School dressed in traditional Indian dress 
and carnival colours, plunging themselves 
in to popular Indian culture with an 
energetic Bollywood dance workshop. 
Throughout the term, our pupils engaged 
in many exciting experiences, including 
creating henna designs, attempting to 
wrap and tie a sari and studying the art 
of verbal storytelling prior to the writing of 
their own traditional tale set in India. They 
spent an unforgettable day in the kitchens 
at Little Bangla restaurant in Oldbury, 
cooking and eating their own starter and 
main dishes, whilst learning more about 
Indian cuisine. Many children who were 
unsure about spicy food, were curry 
converts by the end of the day and thus 
keen to share their experiences with their 
parents. Family and friends were invited to 
our Indian snack café where onion bhajis 
and samosas were washed down with a 
cup of tea.

Year 4
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On the first day of the Lent Term, the 
children were shocked to discover one of 
their classrooms had been cordoned off 
and in complete disarray. Video footage 
revealed a dragon had been on the loose, 
giving the year group a clue to their new 
topic entitled Through the Dragon’s Eye. 
Everyone enjoyed exploring the fantastical 
myth of dragons through the study of ‘How 
to Train Your Dragon’, even participating 
in a live online writer’s workshop with 
author Cressida Cowell. They placed the 
story in historical context through study of 
the Vikings, enjoying an exciting ‘History 
Off The Page’ experience day where 
they dressed the part by taking on the 
roles of Viking craftspeople, warriors and 
market traders. They also sampled Viking 
food, made their own coin pouches and 
explored traditional games and pastimes. 
The term was rounded off with a hugely 
successful performance of the musical 
‘Dragon Days’ in Cobham Theatre.

The final term saw the year group delving 
to the depths of the Blue Abyss. The 
children discovered all about the different 
layers of the ocean and the variety and 
range of creatures that live there. They 
researched the challenges facing deep-
sea explorers and produced stunning 
information pages about the Mariana 
Trench. Understanding was expressed 
through a range of beautiful pieces of 
artwork, including fish made entirely from 
recycled materials: a reminder to us all 
about the dangers of plastic to our oceans 
and seas. They even took their learning 
outside to create a life-sized blue whale 
out of natural materials. As a fabulous 
finish, the children enjoyed a fun morning 
at Upton Warren, followed by a viewing of 
James Cameron’s Challenger Deep film 
back at School. 

R Laurenson
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Year 5
Throughout the year, Year 5 have been 
visited by a Roman soldier, enjoyed a 
trip to the Roman Baths and travelled to 
Safeside in Birmingham to learn valuable 
life skills. 

Pupils learnt all about Roman children 
and brought this to life by dressing up as 
different characters, with some surprising 
results – the boys thought the armour was 
very cumbersome and the girls could not 
believe the roles that females were given 
during those times. 

They stepped back in time at the Roman 
Baths and discovered how the elite bathed 
and socialised together. They created 
an amazing mosaic scene during the 
workshop. 

Safeside taught them all about staying 
safe and how to look after themselves in 
unknown situations. Everyone agreed that 
they came away having learnt important 
skills for the future. 

As life in Year 5 ended, the pupils were 
able to meet their new form friends and 
Form Tutors ahead of going into Year 6. 
They are now excited to embrace all the 
challenges that await them in Year 6.

At the end of the Summer Term, Year 5 
enjoyed the activities at Blackwell Outdoor 
Adventure Centre. It was a fantastic 
experience to end the academic year. 

S Keynes
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It has been an absolute pleasure to spend 
time with Year 6. As tutors, we have been 
so impressed with how the pupils have 
matured on their journey this academic 
year. They have emerged with much more 
independence, confidence and in many 
cases, height. We are sorry to say goodbye 
to this group of funny, caring and kind 
children, but look forward to watching 
them continue to blossom in Year 7.

In true Year 6 tradition, we visited 
Hartlebury museum during the 
Michaelmas Term, where the children 
spent the day in a very strict Victorian 
classroom with a rather ominous teacher; 
played with Victorian toys on the cobbled 
streets and worked as scullery maids and 
boot boys. 

December is a favourite time of year at 
School, especially when the Christmas 
trees begin to appear. Years 5 and 6 
visited the Palace Theatre in Redditch 
for the production of Aladdin, followed by 
Christmas Jumper Day, which brought the 
term to a close.

This year, Year 6 trialled ‘Open classroom’ 
afternoon and it was a pleasure to 
welcome so many parents into the 
classrooms to watch their children talking 
with great enthusiasm and excitement 
about their lessons.

The Lent Term was just as busy for Year 6 
– taking part in swimming galas, enjoying 
visits from theatre companies, making 
important decisions about their language 
choices and spending four days in France. 

Year 6
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This year, Year 6 (along with the whole 
School) celebrated the Arts with the first 
Bromsgrove Eisteddfod. The standard in 
all areas was exceptionally high and the 
final decisions were extremely difficult for 
our judges. For Year 6 specifically, Beau 
Vaughan-Hawkins was a very deserving 
winner of the Bryn Terfel cup for his 
outstanding saxophone performance of 
Nostalgia in Time Square.

The Year 6 plays were, as always, highly 
entertaining and good fun. All of the 
children were thoroughly dedicated to 
rehearsals and performed brilliantly over 
the two nights.

At the end of the Summer Term, Year 6 
enjoyed three days at Beachcraft Camp in 
Dorset, more of which can be read about 
in our ‘trips’ section. 

It always amazes us how quickly the 
School year goes by, but this year 
especially seems to have flown.

We wish all Year 6 pupils the greatest of 
success as they continue on their journey 
through the School. For those pupils who 
we sadly say goodbye to, we will miss 
you, but hope that you are happy and 
successful in your new schools. 

S Cadwallader and the Year 6 Team
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Big Bang Fair 
In March 2019, Year 7 attended the Big 
Bang Fair at the NEC as part of Science 
Week. Everyone enjoyed the interactive 
workshops and exhibits, which celebrated 
Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics. The highlight of the day was 
the exciting stage show, Weirdology, by TV 
‘Gastronaut’ Stefan Gates.

Dani Hepburn

Berkeley Castle
Year 7 classes visited Berkeley Castle 
during the Lent Term, where they were 
fascinated to hear about the Berkeley 
family who continue to live in part of the 
castle. During their visit, they focused on 
castle defence, looking out for features of 
the building that demonstrated this. They 
also took part in a workshop on this theme, 
working in groups to plan and produce a 
drawbridge. It was a very enjoyable and 
informative day.

A Scheppel

Farm Trip 
Year 7 pupils enjoyed visiting three 
different farms as part of their enrichment 
days in the final week of the Summer 
Term. Pupils were shown free-range egg 
production and packaging of the eggs at 
one farm and, at another, were fascinated 
by the robotic milking system that was 
recently installed.

Their final stop was to look at some arable 
crops being grown together, with a brief 
sheep dog demonstration from ‘Jan’ the 
Border Collie. This was a very informative 
and enjoyable day, which was rounded 
off with ice creams courtesy of the School 
Parents’ Association.
 
R Widdop

Year 7
Trashion Show
During the end of term enrichment days, 
Year 7 took part in a ‘Trashion’ Show. The 
pupils had to design and make an outfit 
that was as flamboyant as possible. The 
difficulty was that they could only use 
newspaper and magazines. These were 
cut up and stuck together using tape. 
Accessories like hats, necklaces and bags 
had to be made with string. They took 
photos on their class iPads to document 
the whole process. They then had to use 
their ICT skills to upload their photos 
and produce a PowerPoint explaining 
the concept behind their design and 
the finished product. Finally, they used 
their presentation skills to showcase their 
design. Marks were awarded for all of the 
different areas and the winning group on 
each day won a prize.

G Clark
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Year 7 Activities
The whole of Year 7 also had great fun in 
the Christmas inter-form basketball and 
charities week football and netball.

G Clark
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This academic year, Mrs Webley, Dr 
Barron, Mr Widdop, Mrs Scheppel, Mr 
Grumball, Mr Turner and Ms Danks, 
alongside the pastoral assistants to the 
year group, have had the pleasure of 
watching our Year 8 pupils grow beyond 
our own expectations in multiple areas. 
Whether it has been academic, pastoral, 
through sporting prowess, artistic 
endeavours, charitable action or showing 
off our School with pride during trips, our 
humbling Year 8 pupils have proved that 
they are worthy of all the successes they 
have achieved.

Pupils have worked tirelessly, with dignity 
and pride, supporting staff and pupils in 
their Prefect, Monitor and Subject Helper 
roles. Through the Year 8 extra-curricular 
activities, our upstanding community have 
enthusiastically taken part in charities 
week, musical ensembles, choir, and 
acting in astounding plays, amongst many 
other valuable additions to their term and 
holiday times.  

Year 8
We owe a special thanks to our Heads 
and Deputy Heads of School who have 
never ceased in their endeavour to be 
perfect role models -  well done to Luci 
Broadhurst, Amelia Barnes, George 
Hastings and Nicholas Hunt. 

During a moving talk in our Chapel service, 
Reverend Loone spoke of each and every 
pupil realising they have strong, powerful 
wings, supporting them as they soar into 
their future path with confidence and 
courage. From everyone in the Preparatory 
School, we wish every Year 8 pupil from 
the academic year 2018 – 2019, the very 
best of luck as they fly.

V Barron
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It is hard to believe that we have come 
to the end of another wonderful but busy 
year in Page House. As a House, we have 
created more memories together. Writing 
this gives us time to reflect on where this 
time has passed so quickly.

Our children have not only grown in height 
but also in character and confidence. 
We have watched the children in plays, 
perform in concerts on the Routh Hall 
stage and sing in Chapel. This year, 
we have had so many of our boarders 
in the Prep School Choir; in roll call on 
Wednesday mornings, a third of the House 
will be on their way early to the Chapel. 
We always sit and watch them with great 
pride.

It has been a busy sporting year for the 
children with lots of fixtures and events. 
We have seen all our pupils compete and 
achieve high honors in athletics this year, 
with Daniel Vassell chosen to compete in 
the England Schools’ squad. Page pupils 
are also competing on the rugby field, 
netball and tennis courts and achieving so 
much. We are so very proud of them all.

Page House
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It seems that we have a birthday party 
every other day in the House. The children 
celebrate with their friends eating pizza, 
ice cream and cake. You can hear the 
karaoke machine all over the House. We 
have filled our weekends with so many 
trips and Saturday afternoon shopping in 
Bromsgrove. The younger children have 
enjoyed going to the park with Miss Smith 
and Miss Palin.

The weather has been kind to us this year 
and the shed and its contents were not left 
idle. The children have enjoyed playing out 
rain or shine. We are lucky that the House 
is surrounded by such wonderful outdoor 
facilities for the children.

We would like to thank our Heads of 
House, Henry Goldstraw and Elle-May 
Phillips, for their contribution and support 
to the staff and children this year. Henry 
joined us in Year 5, and on his first day, 
vowed to be Head of Page in his final 
boarding year with us.

We wish all our Year 8 boarders the very 
best with their transition to Senior School. 
They are more than ready for the move 
and we hope that they remember Page 
with fond memories. We also wish the very 
best to those who will be moving to new 
schools to continue their education further 
a field.

Caroline and I would like to thank everyone 
who has helped us to run the House this 
year. Mr Sutherland, Ms Bowett, Mr Lane 
and Miss Lockett (Assistant Houseparents) 
Miss Smith, Mrs Wheeler and Ms Cox 
(Housemothers), tutors, weekend staff, 
graduate teachers and gap students. 
We would also like to thank Mrs Taylor 
for keeping us updated with School life 
in the Prep School, the ladies in the 
School Shop and the nurses at the Health 
Centre. Finally, a big thank you to our 
housekeepers who have the tireless job 
each day of keeping the House so clean 
and tidy. 

C & T Windo
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Year 8 Prizegiving 
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Subject Prizes 
 
Lynch Cup - Mathematics 
Yanbo Dong

Cockin Cup - English
Lydia Flynn

Lee-Smith Cup - Science
Thomas Astle

English as an Additional Language 
Feona Trofimova

Geography
Joseph Boardman

History     
Bowen Cheung

Sumner Cup - Religious Education  
Hamza Suleman

French     
Serisha Sunner

German    
Finbar Dinnen

Spanish    
Madeline Shorrock

Talbot Cup - Latin   
Nicholas Hunt

Dual Linguist   
Amelia Barnes

Llanwrtyd Wells Cup - Art  
Henry Hoare

Haslam Cup - Design Technology 
Katherine Sutherland

Warne Cup - Textiles   
Ella Kenward

Cuckson Cup - Music  
Amy Pinfield 

Holland Cup - Performing Arts 
(Drama) 
Lola Hill

Year 8  
Form Prizes 
  
Attainment:
Thomas Astle, Gabriel Brown,  
Finbar Dinnen, Lydia Flynn,  
George Hastings, Phoebe Qu

Engagement:
Bowen Cheung, Nicholas Hunt,  
Ella Kenward, Amelia Rowe,  
Serisha Sunner, Katherine Sutherland

Sport  
Prizes
  
Bentley Cup - Greatest Contribution  
to Boys’ Sports throughout the year
Toby Lewis

Staff Cup - Greatest Contribution  
to Girls’ Sports throughout the year
Charlotte Jones

Pritchard Plate - Commitment  
to Boys’ Sport
Robbie Bayliss

Pritchard Plate - Commitment  
to Girls’ Sport
Emelia Moberley

School  
Prizes
  
Donovan Plate - Head of  
Boys’ Boarding
Henry Goldstraw

Donovan Plate - Head of  
Girls’ Boarding
Elle-May Phillips

Walford Cup - Social Awareness 
(Charities)
Georgia Hancox

Webber Bowl - Endeavour (Effort)
Amelie Geuss

The Wingfield Cup - Outstanding 
Academic and Music Achievement
Gabriel Brown

The James Young Bromsgrovian Cup  
- Best All-Round Contribution
George Hastings

Deputy Head Boy Prize
Nicholas Hunt

Deputy Head Girl Prize
Amelia Barnes

Head Boy Prize
George Hastings

Head Girl Prize
Luci Broadhurst

Headmistress’ 
Prizes
  
Ben Collett, Emma Dunnaker,  
Juliet Woolmore

Year 8 Prize Winners 
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ABRAHAM, CHARLIE, 8RW. Monitor, Words 
and Music Finalist (2017 & 2018), Barnardo’s 
Choir, Music Colour, winner of Form Dodge 
Ball, Cheltenham Festival. 

ADAMS, ROHAN, 8JG. House Monitor, 
Subject Helper.

ARROWSMITH, AMY-ROSE, 8AS. U13A 
Athletics, performed in the Evensong, Chapel 
Choir, Senior Chapel Choir, Competition Choir, 
Subject Helper, Grade 3 Singing, Grade 1 
Guitar.    

ASTLE, THOMAS, 8CSA. 

AZAM, AMAN, 8CSA. 

BARNES, AMELIA, 8CSA.

BAYLISS, ROBBIE, 8AS. National Hockey 
finalist (winner for year above), Regional Finals 
for Hockey, Hockey Scholarship, Prefect, 
Junior hockey, Art Colour, Rugby Colour, 
Senior Hockey Colours, Rosslyn Park 7s, 
Millfield Rugby 7s, IAPS Swimming finalist.

BELCUORE, LIDIA, 8CSA. Maths Subject 
Helper, Charities Committee member, 
Athletics Colours, Drama Colours, Finalist 
in GeoChamps, Finalist in IAPS Athletics 
Championships (9th overall in Shot Put), 
A Hockey 7s (GK), A Tennis, Drama 
Productions: 1001 Nights, Easter play and 
The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe, 
helped to raise over £1000 during Charities 
Week (manning the tombola), awarded 
Most Improved Player in Netball, Spain and 
Gibraltar Sports Tour 2018, Hockey Player of 
the Match on the Sports Tour 2018, Certificate 
of Merit for Outstanding Effort and Attitude in 
Athletics, Certificate of Merit for Outstanding 
Effort and Attitude in Tennis, Hockey Half 
Colour.

BIRAN, TAVAN, 8CSA. Buddy, Drama 
Colours.

BIRD, CHARLIE, 8MT. Spanish Linguist of 
the Month.

BOARDMAN, JOSEPH, 8JD. Head Chorister, 
Deputy Head of Boulton House, EAL Monitor, 
Marmite member, Rock Band, Orchestra, Eco-
Committee (for four years), Malvern Garden 
Show competitor, Percussion Group, School 
Council, Chapel Choir, Prep School Choir, 
Competition Choir, Best Tourist on U13 Rugby 
Tour, Best ‘C’ Forward for the U13 Rugby 
Tour, Junior Music Colour, Senior Music 
Colour, Senior Academic Colour, Senior Drama 
Colour, Bronze Maths Challenge award, played 
Pontius Pilate in the Year 6 production and 
Mr Tumnus in the Year 8 production, two-
time Barnardo’s National Choral Competition 
finalist, three-time finalist of Barnardo’s 
National Choral Competition, winner of 
Barnado’s National Choral Competition 2019, 
French and Spanish linguist of the month, 
four-time Cheltenham Festival Competitor, 
two-time Cheltenham Festival winner, Geo 
Champs winner 2019, finalist in the Senior 
House Music and poetry competition 2018, 
finalist in the Eisteddfod for music and poetry 
2019, second place for Eisteddfod music, 
Music Scholar, World Scholar’s Cup Regional 
Champion team and best debating team 2019, 
LAMDA Grade 5, Academic Commendations, 
Headmistress’ Commendations. 

BRIDGEWATER, OSCAR, 8RW. Monitor, 
House Captain of Bolton, Hockey Scholarship, 
winner of Sports Day, Hockey 
Colours. 

BROADHURST, LUCI, 8MT. Head Girl, Art 
Full Colour, French Linguist of the Month, 
Attainment Prize, Engagement Prize, 
Academic Commendations, IAPS Athletics, 
County Athletics.

BROADHURST, NANCY, 8JD. House Captain, 
Form Monitor, Netball Colours, Most Improved 
Netball and Hockey Player.

BROWN, GABRIEL, 8JD. Prefect, leader of 
the Orchestra, winner of the Strings category 
in House Music twice and a finalist another 
two times, winner of year group prize for 
poetry in Words and Music (three times), 
winner of the Martlet Cup (Year 6).

BROWN, LOTTY, 8AS. Monitor, Charities 
Committee.

BUDHATHOKI, SAMIKSHA, 8RW. House 
Monitor, Monitor, German Linguist, Activity 
Monitor.

CALLEGARI, ROSIE MAY, 8AJS. 

CAO, HENRY, 8JD. Linguist of the Month. 

CHAN, CHEUK YAN, 8RW. Monitor, Subject 
Helper, Form Captain, Swimming Team, Art.

CHENG, RAIN, 8JD. Senior Concert Band, 
Athletics team.

CHEUNG, BOWEN, 8JD. Numerous 
Academic Commendations and Headmistress’ 
Commendations, GeoChamps Finalist, 13+ 
Academic Scholarship, Cheltenham Festival 
Winner, Bromsgrove School Eisteddfod 
Poetry Recital Overall Winner (Richard 
Burton Award), third for Bromsgrove School 
Eisteddfod Poetry Composition, World 
Scholar’s Cup Global Round Qualifier, World 
Scholar’s Cup Junior Section Champion 
Debate Team, World Scholar’s Cup Junior 
Division Overall Winner Team, World Scholar’s 
Cup Junior Division Champion Scholar’s 
ranked second.

CHOI, ABBY, 8JG. Subject Helper, Form 
Captain, Spanish Badge.

COLLETT, BEN, 8MJT. Vice House Captain, 
Prefect, Linguist of the Month (x2), Swimming 
Colour, National Swimming (x2), Rugby 7s, 
County Cup Cricket (three games). 

COOPER, ISABELLA, 8MT. Subject 
Helper, House Drama, Headmistress’ 
Commendations, lead role in The Lion, The 
Witch and The Wardrobe (‘Susan’), applied for 
Drama Scholarship, Drama Colour. 

COYNE, JOSH, 8MT. Page House Monitor.

CROCE, ZAEEM, 8RW. Monitor, Buddy, 
winner of Form Dodge Ball.

DAVIDSON, SAMUEL, 8JD. Art Subject 
Helper, Art HMC, DT HMC. 

DINNEN, FIN, 8JG. Prefect, Vice House 
Captain (Telford), Rugby 7s competitions (Port 
Regis, KES, Solihull, Rosslyn Park), Hockey 
National Finals, National Cross-Country 
Finals, 11+ and 13+ Academic Scholarships, 
Attainment Prize (Year 7), Senior Hockey 
Colours, Half Colours Rugby and Cross 
Country.

DOLAN, NICHOLAS, 8JG. Music Colours. 

Year 8 Valete 
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Year 8 Valete 
DONG, YANBO, 8RW. Qualified to Junior 
Mathematical Olympiad.

DRAKE, RALPHY, 8CSA. 

DUNNAKER, EMMA, 8JD. Prefect, House 
Sports Captain, Prizegiving award, National 
Finals for Netball.

DYER, EMILY 8JD. Prefect, Charities 
Committee, qualifying for County Cross-
Country. 

ECCLES, GEORGE, 8JAD. Prefect, Tech team 
for The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe.

EDDINGTON, ELIZA, 8CSA. 

FALLOWS, JENNY, 8MT. House Captain for 
Watt, IAPS Hockey Finals, Cricket Colours, 
Rounders Colour.

FLYNN, LYDIA, 8AS. Prefect, Pupil Voice, 
Form Captain, Drama, Music Colour, Academic 
Colour, Linguist of the Month, winner of Poetry 
Competition, Chapel Choir, lead part in The 
Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe, Cricket 
team, Tennis team, participated in the 
Barnardo’s Chamber Choir (2019 winners), 
Attainment and Effort Prizes, Academic 
Commendations (x14), HMCs (x6), Grade 3 
Piano, Marmite Prize, played three roles in 
1001 Nights (2018),  performing in Hereford 
Cathedral in the Chapel Choir.

FRIEND, JACK, 8MT.

GEORGIEV, KRISTO, 8RW. House Monitor, 
winner of Form Dodge Ball.

GEUS, AMELIE, 8RW. Prefect, Academic 
Colour.

GILL, MILLUN, 8MT. Form Captain, Hockey, 
Rugby, Cricket Competitions.

GLAZE, OLIVER, 8JD. Monitor, Academic 
Commendation.

GOLDSTRAW, HENRY, 8JG. Head of House, 
Form Captain, IAPS quarter finals for U13 and 
U11, Hockey National Finals, Pupil Voice, Best 
B Back on Rugby Tour, Most Improved Player 
(U11), second at Foremarke Tournament, third 
in Dean Close Tournament, 2nd in Midlands 
Hockey Tournament, Senior Half Colours. 

GREY, DAISY, 8CSA. 

GRIFFITHS, TOM, 8JG. Monitor, Form 
Captain, IAPS Golf competitor, ISGA Junior 
Open competitor, Wellington Salver competitor, 
Attainment prizes in Year 3 and Year 4.

GURUNG, AYUSH, 8AS. House Monitor, Form 
Monitor, Poetry Competition finalist.

GURUNG, NUKOHMA, 8RW. Maths Subject 
Helper, Linguist of the Month (French 
& German), Percussion Group, Karate 
certificates, winner of Form Dodge Ball.  

HALL, SEBASTIAN, 8CSA.

HANCOX, GEORGIA, 8RW. Library Monitor, 
Charities Committee.

HASTINGS, GEORGE, 8RW. Head Boy, 
Rugby 7s final, academic, music and sport 
colours, Words and Music overall winner,  
Cheltenham festival winner, IAPS swimming 
finalist and tenth overall.

HICKS, WILL, 8AS. Prefect, Chapel Choir, 
first place at Cheltenham Festival (choir), 
Barnardo’s National Choir Competition.

HILL, LOLA, 8JD. Form Monitor, Vice House 
Captain, Winner of House Drama, Charities 
Committee.  

HOARE, HENRY, 8CSA. 

HODGKISSON, PHOEBE, 8AS. Form Monitor, 
Drama Production - The Lion, The Witch and 
The Wardrobe, Choir 
National Winners.

HOLDEN, OLIVER, 8JPG. Prefect, Sports 
Scholarship, recipient of the Throwing Cup on 
Sports Day, winners in the Cricket County Cup, 
second in Rugby 7s at Port Regis, two Rugby 
Colours, Cricket Colour, County Cricket for 
the past 4 years, winner of most valuable 
player for County.

HUANG, LAURA, 8MT. Subject Helper. 

HUNT, LILY-ROSE, 8CSA. 

HUNT, NICK, 8CA. Deputy Head Boy, 
Barnardo’s Final 2018 (Choir), Cheltenham 
Festival Winner, District Athletics, Spanish 
Linguist Of The Month, Engagement Award 
(EOY), numerous Academic and Headmistress 
Commendations, numerous Academic and 
Headmistress Commendations, Spanish 
Linguist of the Month, Music Prize (Badge), 
Academic Prize (Badge), Barnardo’s 2019 
Winner (Choir).

INGRAM, LUCAS, 8RW. Monitor, Cricket 
County Cup, winner of Form Dodge Ball, 
Cross-Country County Championships, IAPS 
Athletics, Cricket Scholarship, Cricket Captain 
in some games.

JEHAN, MAX, 8RW. Monitor, Rugby 
7s winner, second and third in hockey 
tournaments, overall winner in the Poetry 
Competition, winner of Form Dodge Ball, 
District and IAPS Athletics, Buddy in Year 6 
and winner of 
House Music three years in a row.

JINKS, OSCAR, 8AS. PE Subject Helper, 
Linguist of the Month (German), A team 
Rugby, Regional Hockey finalist.

JONES, CHARLOTTE, 8AS. House Captain 
for Boulton, Prefect, IAPS National Finals for 
Netball, IAPS Hockey, Netball Scholarship, 
Most Valuable Hockey Player (shared award), 
Hockey Colour.  

JUKES, NATHAN, 8AJS. Sports Scholarship, 
Academic Scholarship, Cricket County Cup 
winner, GeoChamps Finalist, U13 Dean Close 
11s Hockey (third place), U13 National Cricket 
Cup (U12.)

KAVANAGH, NOAH, 8MT. Subject Helper. 

KELLY, SAOIRSE, 8JG. Drama Monitor.

KENWARD, ELLA, 8JG. Credit Award, tea 
party for getting good grades, Form Monitor, 
A team last year for Netball, Cross-Country, 
Hockey, Athletics and Cricket, Spanish badge, 
moved up to R2, receiving a 6 in art 
(badge), receiving a badge for Netball and 
Cross-Country, Academic Commendation, 
National Hockey, National Netball.

KING, BENEDICT, 8AJS. 

B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N

45

KINGSTON, EVIE, 8CSA. Form Monitor, 
Buddy, Form Captain, Finalist in Eisteddfod 
(Dance), Art Colour, Music Colour, playing 
front desk first violin in Orchestra, Chapel 
Choir, sining at the Royal Festival Hall for the 
Barnardo’s Choir Final, playing a Satyr in the 
drama production of The Lion, The Witch and 
The Wardrobe, getting through to IAPS and 
District Athletics (High Jump), winning the 
High Jump on Sports Day with a new PB. 

LAWTON, FREYA, 8RW. Prefect, Form 
Captain, third place at IAPS Netball, Tennis 
Badge, Hockey Badge (x2), Rounders 
Badge, Netball Badge, second in Sports Day 
(Year 6), IAPS Hockey, IAPS Netball, Tennis 
Scholarship, 
Linguist of the Month (French), Tennis House 
Captain (Year 6). 

LEWIS, TOBY, 8CSA.

LI, ALEX, 8CA. Subject helper, Eisteddfod 
third place winner in art, third place in House 
Drama, exhibitor at the SATIPS Art exhibition.

LIMBU, MANOBAL, 8JD. Form Monitor, 
Page House Monitor, finalist in the Poetry 
Competition, Rugby 7s U13 team, Athletics 
team, Rugby Half Colour.  

LINKLATER, JAMES, 8MT. Buddy, Bronze 
Alpha Badge, three HMCs, winner of Poetry 
Competition.

MA, DAVID, 8JG. Form Monitor, Library 
Monitor.

MASLENNIKOVA, VARVARA, 8CSA.

MCLOUGHLIN, JOE, 8RW. Captain of 
Athletics team, winner of Athletics Regionals 
for High Jump and fourth in 200m, seventh at 
High Jump in the country, winner of Millfield 
Rugby 7s Bowl, Hockey Scholarship, Athletics 
Half Colours, Hockey Colours, ESAA Athletics 
National Finals.

MILLS, SOPHIA, 8RW. Subject Helper, House 
Monitor, Netball Colour, German Colour, Art 
Colour, third in IAPS Netball National Final, 
IAPS Athletics, IAPS Hockey, IAPS Netball, 
Athletics Captain, Netball Captain, Form 
Captain. 

MOBERLEY, EMELIA, 8JG. Form Monitor, 
Vice House Captain, Hockey Scholarship, six 
sports badges (two Senior Colours and four 
Junior Colours), third in Netball Regionals, 
third in Netball Finals, winner of Repton 
tournament, Most Valuable Player for Hockey 
and Netball.

MOODLEY, CERIN, 8MT. House Captain, 
Sports Monitor, Linguist of the Month, second 
place in Bromsgrove’s Got Talent, Rugby 7s 
Final, Captain for B team Cricket.

OKEMUO, ARIANNA, 8AS. Buddy, Form 
Captain, 13+ Academic Scholarship, four 
Academic Commendations, part of the 
company in The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe.

O’ROURKE, FREDDIE, 8RW. Buddy.

OSBORNE, HARRISON, 8JD. Captain of 
Rugby team. 

OWEN, HARRIET, 8RW. Prefect, Page House 
Monitor, German Colour, Netball Colour, IAPS 
Netball, IAPS Athletics.

PALMER, OLIVER, 8JG. Form Monitor. 

PARKER, RUFUS, 8MT. House Captain of 
Darby  2nd in district javelin (Year 7).

PARMAR, KATHERINE, 8RW. Subject 
Monitor, Charities Committee, Music Grades, 
Brass Group, Violin Grades, Fencing, Choir 
Competition, winner of Form Dodge Ball.

PATTANAYAK, AARYAN , 8MT. Activity 
Monitor.

PHILLIPS, ELLE, 8AS. Head of House, 
School Council, Subject Helper.

PINFIELD, AMY, 8CSA.

QU, PHOEBE, 8MT. Prefect, French Linguist 
of the Month, Academic Colour, Music Colour, 
Page House Monitor, Orchestra, Chapel Choir, 
Flute Group, Jazz Band, Rock Band, Overall 
Winner of 2018 Prep House Music, Words & 
Music Finalist.

REID, KINGSLEY, 8AS. Monitor, IAPS 
Swimming, Rosslyn Park Rugby 7s, 
Millfield Rugby 7s, Athletics, Half Colours 
for  Swimming, Most Improved Award for 
Swimming.

RITCHIE, ALASTAIR, 8JD.  ICT Subject 
Helper, winner of the U12A Cricket Final, 
U13A Rugby, U13A Cricket.

ROGERSON, SETH, 8JG. Cricket Scholarship, 
County Cup winner, County Cricket for four 
years, reaching development of excellence for 
Worcester CC. 

ROLPH, LIBBY, 8JG. Monitor, Hockey 
Nationals, Netball Nationals. 

ROLPH, LIBBY, 8JG. Monitor, third best in 
country for netball, Pupil Voice, Netball Colour, 
Swimming Colour, IAPS Hockey, Netball, 
Swimming, HMCs.

ROSE, LILY, 8MT. Library Monitor, Subject 
Helper. 

ROWE, AMELIA, 8AS. Drama Monitor, House 
Drama finalist, Drama Scholar, Drama Colours, 
Preps Schools’ Cross-Country Finals, ESSA 
Schools’ Cup Cross-Country, IAPS Athletics, 
ESSA Athletics.

SANDERS, JESSICA, 8JAD. EAL Monitor. 
IAPS Finals (Year 7).  

SANGHERA, SHAAN, 8CSA.

SCHUTT, POPPY-GRACE, 8JD. Form Monitor, 
Head of Pupil Voice, Year 7 Drama Production, 
Year 8 Drama Production.

SELLERS, SOPHIA, 8CSA.

SHORROCK, MADELINE, 8MT. Form 
Monitior, Library Monitor.

SINGH, FIONA, 8JD. House Music award.

SLATER, OLIVIA, 8JG. Prefect, tea party for 
good effort grades, Spanish badge, reaching 
semi-finals of the Poetry 
Competition twice.      

STONE, ARCHIE, 8AS. House Captain of 
Telford, Library Monitor. 

SULEMAN, HAMZA, 8RW. Prefect, Academic 
Scholarship, Drama Badge. 
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Year 8 Valete
SUNNER, SERISHA, 8RW. Throughout 
Year 8, I have been a Form Monitor, Library 
Monitor and on the Charities Committee. My 
major achievements throughout Prep School 
have been as a Words and Music competitor, 
winning three Music Colours and one 
Academic Colour, being selected for the Maths 
Challenge, winning the Cheltenham Choir 
Competition, winning the Barnardo’s Choir 
Competition at the Royal Festival Hall 
and completing Grade 5 Flute and Piano.

SUTHERLAND, KATHERINE, 8MT. Prefect, 
Vice House Captain, County Cross-Country, 
House Cross-Country, Regional Swimming, 
Regional Athletics, Academic Colour, Year 7 
Play, Year 8 Play.

TATE, GRACE, 8JD. Sport Subject Helper. 

THAPA, AIRAN, 8MT. Rugby competitions.

THOMPSON, EDWARD, 8AS. Library Monitor, 
Music Colour.

TOWNSEND-FORD, MARKUSS, 8MT. Rugby, 
Cricket. 

TROFIMOVA, FEONA, 8MT. Subject Helper, 
House Monitor, Headmaster’s Concert, 
Headmistress’ Commendation.

VASSELL, DANIEL, 8JD. House Monitor, 
Monitor, Rugby 7s, Cross-Country 
tournaments, Hockey international finalist, 
IAPS Hockey, Rugby Captain, IAPS Athletics, 
Hockey Captain, Pastoral Commendation, 
Activity Award – Ultimate Frisbee, Rugby 
Colour, Hockey Colour, Cross-Country Colour. 

WARNER, HERBERT, 8AS. Year 3 Form 
Monitor, Art Subject Helper, Library Monitor, 
Drama Production of The Lion, The Witch 
and The Wardrobe, Linguist of the Month 
(German).

WILKINS, OLIVER, 8AS. Form Monitor, 
Bunbury National Cup (Cricket), County 
Hockey finalists.

WILSON, MEGAN, 8AS. PSHEE Subject 
Monitor, Finalist in the Poetry Competition.

WOKOMA, KASI, 8CA. Subject Helper, House 
Monitor.

WOOD, LILY-MAE, 8JG. Form Monitor, IAPS 
Athletics - first in discus, District Athletics - 
first in hurdles and 2nd for discus.

WOOLMORE, JULIET, 8JG. Buddy, Subject 
Helper, Art Colour.

YANG, HANLI, 8JG. House Monitor, Subjecty 
Helper, Rugby 7s Final.

YORK, JENSEN, 8JG. Drama Scholar, winner 
of the House Music competition, House 
Drama.
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Year 8 Leavers
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What a fantastic year! As always, our Annual Dinner at the Ardencote Manor was a 
huge success - the boys, and parents who were able to attend, thoroughly enjoyed 
the evening. 
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Celebrating Chinese New Year with the usual feast is always a hit 
with the boys. Casino night was hilarious. Fun and games at the 
hog roast evening at the very beginning of exam period, with the 
old favourite tug-o-war, proved that we don’t need screens and 
video games. 

School wide – I must start with the House 
Music competition. The Elmshurst boys 
absolutely smashed it. They were quite 
simply brilliant! The ensemble brought 
hairs to the back of my neck and the solo 
performers were special. The Lower Fourth 
loved camp, performances in House 
and School drama productions were 
exceptional, there were talented sportsmen 
across a number of codes, and CCF and 
DofE expeditions galore - the RAF boys 
even flew planes. The list goes on.

In Elmshurst, we have had 104 fantastic 
boys who have got it right far more 
often than wrong and developed well 
over the year. They enjoy and celebrate 
each other’s individual successes, yet 
know underneath we have the unity 
and togetherness of one in the family of 
Elmshurst. 
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ABBASOV, T., Elmshurst, 2014.

AMANKELDI, A., Elmshurst, 2018.

BEAUMONT, Z., Elmshurst, 2014, House 
Monitor.

BUCKLAND, M.D.R., Elmshurst, 2017.

DUAN, J.J-T., Elmshurst, 2014.

GU, A.Y., Elmshurst, 2016.

HULBERT, R.A.H., Elmshurst, 2014, House 
Monitor, Deputy Head of House, 1st Rugby, 
1st Rugby 7s. 

ILLMANEN, A., Elmshurst, 2016, House 
Monitor, Winner of House Drama 2019, 
Debating, Drama, Climbing, Introduction 
to BSL, Lower Fourth Camp Helper, Prep 
Boarding, Athletics, Philosophy Club.   

KLEINEN, J.B., Elmshurst, 2016, House 
Monitor, U16A Football, 2nd Football, 1st 
Football.

KOCHETKOV, P., Elmshurst, 2015, House 
Monitor, participated in the grand opening of 
Cobham Theatre, Debating Society, Pop and 
Jazz Concert. 

LAU, L.C.K., Elmshurst, 2012.

LIN, E.Z., Elmshurst, 2016.

RASPOPOV, I., Elmshurst, 2014, House 
Monitor, Head of House, 1st Basketball, 
Basketball Nationals (round of 16),  Biology 
Olympiad (Commended several times), 
Intermediate Maths Olympiad (Silver), 
Biologist of the Month several times.

SALAGOR, C.C., Elmshurst, 2016, House 
Monitor, 3rd Rugby, U16 Rugby, Climbing, 
Athletics, Football, Swimming, House Rugby 
Winners, House Swimming, House Athletics, 
House Cross-country, Senior Maths Challenge 
(Bronze), Debating, Model United Nations, 
Bromsgrove Service (Residential Homes), 
PPE Society, House Drama (Winners and 
Runners Up), Drama Production: Grease.

SHABALIN M.A., Elmshurst, Bronze CREST 
award, Cipper Chemistry Challenge award, 
Silver Chemistry Olympiad award, 2nd Rugby, 
Prep School Science, Debating, Bromsgrove 
Badge, CCF.

ZHEXENBAYEV, A., Elmshurst, 2018.

Elmshurst Leavers 
House Honours board awards go to the 
following for 2018/19:

House Endeavour  Ivan Raspopov

House Best Newcomer Hamish Schulze

House Spirit Luke Lau

House Contribution Akseli Ilmanen

A large number of boys received their 
junior and senior House Colours.

As always at the end of the year, it is with 
a heavy heart we must wish our Upper 
Sixth a fond farewell. This year it has even 
more meaning as I call an end on my stint 
as Houseparent in this fantastic house. 
A true vocation, there is no start time or 
end time to the day; it is just a way of life 
and a hugely rewarding one at that. Seven 
of my fourteen Upper Sixth leavers have 
been with me since they joined the Senior 
School in Lower Fourth (two of those seven 
were also in the Prep School). I wish them 
all the very best of luck for their required 
grades in the summer and for their future 
beyond Bromsgrove. Ivan Raspopov (Head 
of House) and Rufus Hulbert (Deputy) 
have served the House, along with the 
House Monitors, to a very high standard 
and have set a benchmark for what is 
expected. I know next year’s Monitors are 
already looking forward to putting their 
own stamp on things. 

My deepest thanks should go to all House 
staff who have contributed heavily to the 
success of the House; not only over the 
last year but also over all seven years I 
have been in this position. The tutors have 
bought into the House family environment, 
attending most of our events and running 
a proactive duty in House to support the 
boys.  Thanks also go to Mrs Fallows and 
Miss Heard for keeping me on task and 
for all their devotion to the House. My final 
thank you is for the “Men of Elmshurst” for 
just being themselves.

The future, as I now hand over a fully 
refurbished en-suite Boarding House to 
Mr Giles, along with a most impressive 
group of current Lower Sixth boys, will 
lead the House forward with Mr Giles to 
bigger and better things. We celebrate Seb 
Atkinson, Will Edwards and Alek Florov as 
School Monitors, all three will be fantastic 
ambassadors and servants of Bromsgrove. 
In addition we also celebrate for the first 
time in my tenure, a Head of School (Seb 
Atkinson) and Deputy Head of School 
(Will Edwards) being  from Elmshurst, 
two amazing young men with impeccable 
standards who I always had high hopes for 
since the Lower Fourth. Well done boys. 
Within Elmshurst, Amin Makkawi will be 
Head of House and Shervin Parandian as 
Deputy Head of House. I look forward to 
hearing of their leadership skills as they 
are two very impressive young men. The 
House is in a great place.
Sans Peur!

D J Fallows
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Whether in the classroom, the sports pitches, the concert hall or the theatre, 
Hazeldene girls have shone as bright as ever this year. 
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It is no secret that the House takes particular pleasure in its 
artistic and dramatic successes, and this year was no exception. 
Anya Sharma-James was Best Actor in the Senior House Drama 
competition, and stunning solo performances by Eleanor Dunn 
and Lily-Rose Faulkner-Schütt in House Music saw them Highly 
Commended and Runner Up respectively. In the House Song 
competition, the girls once again gave their performance their all 
and came away as thoroughly deserving winners of Best Creative 
Performance for their rendition of Bryan Adams’ Summer of ‘69. 

Hazeldene girls’ sporting prowess is 
another lynchpin of the House. This 
year, Hazeldene teams won both the 1.2 
Relays and Senior cross-country, as well 
as being named winners of both the Cup 
and Plate competitions in Senior hockey, 
Junior netball and swimming champions, 
and close runners up in Senior swimming. 
Once again, the girls also put in superb 
individual and team performances on 
Sports Day. They were named Junior 
winners and as such were declared the 
winning girls’ House overall after a very 
soggy Sports Day was cut short. 

Academic successes have echoed 
those sporting triumphs, with over 
700 academic commendations being 
awarded to Hazeldene girls – the highest 
total achieved by the House in a single 
year. Special mention must go to Sadie 
Gardner, who achieved twenty-seven 
commendations - the most of any 
Hazeldene girl. 

Katie Hannafin won an academic prize 
for Upper Fourth Design Technology, and 
Ellen Ashton was awarded a School prize 
for endeavour and progress. In the Upper 
Sixth, Lina Schlinkheider ended her time 
at Bromsgrove with school prizes for both 
German and her Extended Essay. Heidi 
Collie was awarded the Vivian Anthony 
cup for musical contribution after her 
years of dedication to the School’s musical 
community – a fantastic achievement. 
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BACHE, M.B., Hazeldene, 2014, House 
Monitor, 2nd Hockey, CCF, DofE Gold, 
Orchestra, Concert band.

BREITHAUPT, I.B., Hazeldene, 2004, Pre-
Prep Survivor, Prep School Survivor, House 
Monitor, CCF, DofE Bronze, DofE Silver, DofE 
Gold.

EVANS, L.C.M., Hazeldene, 2017, 2nd 
Hockey, DofE Gold. 

FAULKNER-SCHÜTT, L-R., Hazeldene, 
2012, School Monitor, Art Scholarship, 
Warner Cup fot Textiles, Egremont Cup for 
Singing, GCSE German Prize, GCSE Textiles 
Prize, House Music 2019 (Solo Runner Up), 
CCF (Year 10), DofE Bronze, DofE Silver, DofE 
Gold, Bromsgrove Service, Informal Concerts, 
Upper Sixth Leavers’ Concert, Drama 
Productions: Bugsy Malone, The Musicians, 
Hairspray, The Pierglass and Grease.

FORD, S., Hazeldene, 2017, 2nd Netball, 
1st Netball Tournament Winners, Bromsgrove 
Service (Residential Homes)

GRENFELL, G.E., Hazeldene, 2014, 2nd 
Netball, 2nd Hockey.

HOULCROFT, C.L., Hazeldene, 2008, Prep 
School Survivor, House Monitor, CCF, DofE, 
Bromsgrove Service, Textiles Scholarship.

JONES, H.J., Hazeldene, 2012, School 
Monitor, Deputy Head of House, Staff 
Reading Prize Winner 2018, Chapel Choir, 
Drama Production: Hairspray, School 
Magazine.   

NICHOLAS, T.R., Hazeldene, 2010.

PRETORIUS, L.V., Hazeldene, 2017, The 
Hive, Minor role in Othello drama production, 
House Music 2018 & 2019.

PUDNEY, I., Hazeldene, 2017.

SCHLINKHEIDER, L., Hazeldene, 2017, 
House Monitor

SCOTT, D., Hazeldene, 2002, Pre-Prep 
Survivor, Prep School Survivor, 1st Swimming, 
1st Athletics, Bronze DofE, Silver DofE, Gold 
DofE, Cadet CSM CCF, Orchestra, String 
Group, Choir, Lower Fourth Camp Helper, 
Endeavour and Progress Prize, Music Minor 
Colours.

TROW, M.O., Hazeldene, 2009, House 
Monitor, Head of House, 1st Hockey, 2nd 
Netball, 1st Tennis, DofE Gold. 

Hazeldene Leavers 

I would also like to thank our Housekeeper, 
Zoe Paling, for her unfailing dedication 
to the House, and the Hazeldene tutor 
team for their support. We say farewell to 
Miss Hanson this summer, who leaves us 
to become Ottilie Hild House’s inaugural 
Houseparent. She has been unfailingly 
supportive of the girls this year and we 
wish her all the very best in this new role.

Finally, I would like to say thank you to 
this year’s leavers for all that they have 
done for the House. As they embark on 
the next stages of their lives, we hope that 
they remember Hazeldene as a happy 
lynchpin of their time at Bromsgrove – and 
we hope that they return to tell us of their 
adventures beyond the Bromsgrove School 
gates. 

R Whitbread

Each year, a prize is awarded to a girl in 
each study who has made an outstanding 
contribution to House life – not necessarily 
the girl with the highest grades, nor the 
most confident, but a girl from each 
year group who has made an extensive 
contribution to House life throughout the 
year. These prizes were awarded to the 
following girls this year: Tara Boonnak 
(L4); Katie Rolph and Ellen Ashton (U4); 
Emily Gittoes (5); Lauren Court (L6); and 
Izzy Breithaupt (U6). It was a pleasure 
to present Daisy Scott with the Quaich 
Trophy for her hardworking and selfless 
commitment to Hazeldene.

This year has been packed full of House 
events. The girls loved hunting for Easter 
eggs in the Parents’ Association’s now 
much anticipated annual event. The PA 
also organised a summer garden party, 
held on the lawn outside Hazeldene while 
dodging the mid-June showers! Everyone 
particularly enjoyed homemade ice cream, 
before playing a very competitive game 
of rounders on Gordon Green. House 
breakfasts have proven very popular, with 
Zoe and Dr Whitbread becoming ‘dab 
hands’ at serving sausages, bacon and 
baked beans. A gorgeous meal at the 
Queen’s Head marked the end of the year 
for the Upper Sixth, as staff wished them 
well in their future endeavours.

As ever, a high point of the 2019 event 
calendar was undoubtedly the Hazeldene 
Ball, a very enjoyable evening of good 
food, dancing, and charitable fundraising. 
Thanks to the hard work of the Parents’ 
Association to organise the event, and 
generous donations by guests on the 
evening, the ball raised £400. This will be 
donated to Hazeldene’s charity of the year, 
the Birmingham Children’s Hospital.

This year’s House monitors have been 
wonderful, leading the House from the 
front and inspiring the younger girls to 
immerse themselves in House life. I would 
particularly like to thank our Head of 
House, Mollie Trow, and Deputy, Hannah 
Jones, for their support and leadership. 
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Another year comes to an end and my first cohort of Housman Hallians leave 
Bromsgrove School. Although it is sad to say goodbye, it is great to see that they are 
ready to move on to new adventures. 
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It is clear that those who grace the doors of 
Housman Hall are outstanding individuals 
and I feel so lucky to be able to work 
with such amazing pupils, who are both 
polite and professional in their approach. 
It is my aim to give them the strength 
and self-belief to live life without fear and 
become the highest, truest expression of 
themselves. 

This year’s Lower Sixth intake has been 
a valued addition and there is a great 
camaraderie throughout the House. It is 
wonderful to see the mixing of different 
backgrounds and cultures, especially 
within the dining hall where pupils chat 
over breakfast or around the television 
discussing the events of various TV shows. 

I am proud of what so many of them have achieved, both 
academically and personally, over the past two years and know 
that they have grown in strength, resilience and humility in that 
time. It always amazes me how the pupils of Housman Hall 
manage to fit everything into their busy schedule. To me at least, 
it seems that Housman Hallians epitomise the values and ethos 
we would want in our children. 
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The House is in a good place and in 
good spirits, particularly in the numerous 
House competitions where we have again 
performed extremely well. There have 
been over twenty Inter-House competitions 
and Housman was represented in all of 
them.  For me, some of the highlights 
were being runners up in the House 
Song competition with our rendition of Oh 
What a Night, which was an incredible 
achievement and on another day, we could 
have easily won it. Our performance in 
the House Quiz was outstanding and was 
made even more impressive due to the 
point handicap we were given for being a 
Sixth Form only House, making it doubly 
hard. The House Ensemble, which we 
jointly won, was an epic version of Live and 
Let Die. House Drama (where we achieved 
best director and an accolade for Anya 
Butler who wrote the production) was an 
incredible piece of physical acting by the 
largest cast in the competition.

We also proved ourselves to be competitive 
in a number of sporting events too, 
winning House table tennis and House 
badminton, as well as placing in girls’ 
House hockey, House netball, House 
tennis and House swimming to name a 
few. What makes me most proud, however, 
is the pupils who are willing to ‘have a go’ 
at something they have never done before. 
House rugby was an example of this, 
where a number of pupils, who had never 
played before, were throwing themselves 
into tackles as if their life depended on it. 

I would like to thank all the House 
Monitors for their part in ensuring 
that Housman ran smoothly this year. 
However, I would particularly like to thank 
Maxim Balin and Hannah Brock for their 
outstanding leadership. Both have led 
Housman Hall incredibly well and have 
brought very different strengths to the role. 
Hannah has been ‘one of a kind’ and she 
truly deserved both the House Stubbings 
Cup and the Paul Sawtell Award for all that 
she has done for both House and School 
over the past two years. 

Sadly, we say goodbye to Mr Holdsworth 
as he takes on the leadership of Lyttleton 
House. Those boys are incredibly lucky 
to have such a consummate professional 
and committed pastoral carer looking after 
them. I wish him the best of luck and 
look forward to challenging him in House 
competitions next year. 

The final days of the Summer Term, 
featuring our Champagne and Strawberries 
event and Commemoration Day, showed 
just how important the Housman Hall 
community is to both staff, pupils and 
their families. It is an absolute honour 
to be Houseparent of such a unique 
boarding environment, where boys and 
girls, teaching staff and support staff work 
alongside each other to achieve success. 
As hands were shook and tears were shed, 
we were once again proud of the place we 
have come to call home. 

S Noble



B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N
62

ABRAMOVA, A., Housman Hall, 2017.

ASGHAR-SANDYS, L.C., Housman Hall, 
2017, Academic Scholarship, Young 
Enterprise, Drama Production:  Grease.

BALIN, M., Housman Hall, 2017, House 
Monitor, Head of House, 1st Basketball, 
Sound Recording,  Deaf Communication and 
Culture, Cultures Connect committee, Pop 
and Jazz.

BASHKIROVA, A.G., Housman Hall, 2018, 
regional prizes, Young Enterprise, Drama 
productions: The Pierglass and Othello, 
Debating, Bromsgrove Badge.

BODNAR, I.B., Housman Hall, 2017, 
Oxbridge Physics.

BORISOV, V., Housman Hall, 2012. 

BREGA, M., Housman Hall, 2017.

BROCK, H.J., Housman Hall, 2017, Deputy 
Head of School, School Monitor, House 
Monitor, Head of House, 1st Hockey, Athletics, 
Honorary Academic Scholarship.

BUTLER, A.J., Housman, 2009, School 
Monitor, 2nd Hockey, Athletics, Junior 
Swimming, Junior Cross-Country, Academic 
Scholarship, Junior Debating Winners 2015, 
Drama Productions: The Accordion Shop, 
The Musicians, Hairspray, The Pierglass and 
Othello, Senior House Drama Winners 2018, 
Senior House Drama Best Director 2019, 
Brass Group, Peer Mentor scheme, CCF, DofE 
Gold, 201 magazine artist, Shine Media Award 
2019 for Best Illustration.

COLLIE, H.R., Housman Hall, 2014, School 
Monitor, Academic Scholarship, Music 
Scholarship, RAF, DofE Gold, DofE Silver, 
DofE Bronze, Chapel Choir, Chamber Choir, 
Christian Union, Big Band, Orchestra, Drama 
Productions: Grease, Othello and Hairspray, 
Lit Soc.

CHAN, B.C.H., Housman Hall, 2017.

CHAN, H., Housman Hall, 2015, U18A 
Swimming, U16A Badminton.

CHERNEGO, S., Housman Hall, 2017, Senior 
Biology Olympiad, Intermediate Biology 
Olympiad (Commended), Athletics.

CHOI, A.W.Y., Housman Hall, 2017.

CHUANG, A.C-Y., Housman Hall, 2017.

CHUNG, J., Housman Hall, 2017, House 
Monitor, 4th Rugby, 3rd Football, 2nd Cross-
Country, Athletics, Debating, Student-led 
Debating, Oxford Debating Competition, 
Model United Nations, Young Enterprise, 
Young Enterprise Overall Area Winner, Young 
Enterprise Best Trade Stand.

DAI, Y., Housman Hall, 2017.

DHANJAL, K., Housman Hall, 2017, House 
Monitor, 1st Squash, House Drama, House 
Song, House Swimming, House Cross-Country.

DONG, Y.Y., Housman Hall, 2017.

DOYLE, K.P., Housman Hall, 2004, Pre-Prep 
Survivor, Prep School Survivor, House Monitor, 
CCF, Hockey, House Music Winner (2018 and 
2019), Drama Production: Hairspray, DofE 
Bronze, Prep Boarder Helper, Prep Sport 
Helper.  

DUROVA, N.R., Housman Hall, 2012.

FOSTER, R.L., Housman Hall, 2017, 2nd 
Hockey, Head of the Politics Society, Model 
United Nations.

FRENCH, M.H., Housman Hall, 2017.

FUNG, H.M.H., Housman Hall, 2017, 
the Chicken Racing Team, Badminton, 
Bromsgrove Service: Prep School Maths 
Support.

FUNG, K.K.Y., Housman Hall, 2017.

HO, K.M.Y., Housmam Hall, 2017.

HON, I.K.M., Housman Hall, 2017.

HYLAND J.J., Housman Hall, 2018, Football, 
Rugby, Squash, Swimming, House Music 
Winners. 

ILORI, O.E., Housman Hall, 2017, House 
Monitor, 3rd Netball,  1st Athletics, House 
Drama (Best Director), Drama Productions: 
Grease and The Pierglass, winner of House 
Music Ensemble two years in a row, Cultures 
Connect Concert (Organising Team and 
Performer), Poetry Competition.

IP, E.L.M., Housman Hall, 2017.

JAUGIELAVIČIUS, S.J., Housman Hall,2017, 
Young Enterprise.

KATANDA, T.G., Housman Hall, 2017, 1st 
Netball (Captain), Smile Independent Schools’ 
Cup Winners,  Most Valuable Player award 
2019 (Smile Netball),  Sisters n Sport Netball 
Champions, 3rd in National Schools’ Netball 
Finals,  2019 Netball Player of the Year,  
House Drama 2018 and 2019,  House Music 
Winners 2019, Cultures Connect 2018-2019 
(Dance Choreography),  Drama Production: 
Grease (Dance Captain), Pop and Jazz,  
Upper Sixth Leavers’ Recital.

KING, K.K.M., Housman Hall, 2017.

KONDRATYEV, G., Housman Hall, 2013, 1st 
XV Rugby, 1st VII Rugby.

KUNSTLER, E.S., Housman Hall, 2016.

KWAN T.Y., Housman Hall, 2017, Debating, 
MUN, Cultures Connect Concert, Marmite 
Student Helper.

KWOK, H.Y.D., Housman Hall, 2017, Senior 
Maths Challenge (Silver), Grade 5 Descant 
Recorder (Pass), Grand Opening of Routh 
Concert Hall (orchestra member), Drama 
Production: Othello, Expedition Club (climbing 
trip to Snowdonia), Bromsgrove Service: Prep 
School Maths Support and School Gardening.

LEE, I.L., Housman Hall, 2017, House 
Monitor, CCF, MUN, Debating, Lit Soc.

NAKAMURA, S., Housman Hall, 2017. 1st 
Basketball.

NGUYEN, K., Housman Hall, 2017.

NOSOV, A., Housman Hall, 2013.

NYAMASWE, T.J., Housman Hall, 2017.

OGBU, C.O., Housman Hall, 2017, 3rd 
Football, Senior Mathematics Challenge 
(Bronze), British Biology Olympiad 
(Commended), Drama Technical Crew, 
Model United Nations, Bromsgrove Service 
(Residential Homes).

PATEL, R.P., Housman Hall, 2017, House 
Monitor, 1st team netball 2017-2019, 
Independent Schools’ National Finals 2019 
Winners, Sisters n Sport National Schools’ 
Finals 2019 Winners,  Runners up at 
National Schools’ Netball Finals 2018, Netball 
Player of the Year 2017-18, Headmaster’s 
Commendation for excellence in AEO grades, 
Sports Monitor for House, represented Severn 
Stars Netball franchise at U21 level 2018, 
represented Wasps Netball U17 2017-18, 
Netball Scholarship.

Housman Hall Leavers 
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PATNAIK, R., Housman Hall, 2017.

PELA, E.N., Housman Hall, 2017, Volleyball, 
MUN, Athletics.

REKANI, A.B.R., Housman Hall, 2017, 2nd 
Football.

ROMANENGO, P., Housman Hall, 2017, 
School Monitor, 1st Climbing, Redpoint 
Climbing Competition (7th place), 2nd 
Athletics, Parkrun 5km event (22nd place), 
3rd Rugby, 4th Rugby, 1st Rowing, coaching 
rowing for beginners, House Hockey, 
Swimming, Relays, Rugby, Sports Day, 2nd 
place in House Debating 2018, Cultures 
Connect Concert (compere in 2019 and 
organising committee in 2018), Debating 
Society, Drama Backstage Crew for Grand 
Opening of Cobham Theatre, House Drama 
2018 (Best Director), House Quiz 2019 
(Adjudicator), Photography Course, School 
Magazine, Boarders’ Forum. 

SHEVELEV, N., Housman Hall, 2012.

SHING, S.S., Housman Hall, 2017.

SHRAIBMAN, D., Housman Hall, 2015, 
Honorary Academic Scholarship.

SIBUNRUANG, Y.S., Housman Hall, 2017, 
1st Badminton, 1st Table Tennis (zonal 
winner, regional winner and 3rd place in 
Nationals), Young Enterprise. 

SINYUGIN, I.S., Housman Hall, 2017, 1st 
Squash, Coding.

SOROKINA, P., Housman Hall, 2017.

TAHER, M.F., Housman Hall, 2017, 3rd 
Football, Biology Intermediate Olympiad 
(Highly Commended), Advanced Rowing.

TARASOVA, A., Housman Hall, 2017.

TSAO, L.T., Housman Hall, 2017, 1st 
Football, 1st Tennis, 1st Table Tennis.

TSE, F., Housman Hall, 2017, House 
Monitor, Housman Verse Special Mention, 
Drama Technical Team, Socrates Philosophy 
Discussion Group (in the Prep School), 
Bromsgrove Service, Bromsgrove School 
Students’ Guidebook.

TYLOVA, A., Housman Hall, 2017, Fencing, 
2018 Nationals 25th Fencer at U18 level in 
the UK, LAMDA Level 3, Drama Productions: 
The Pierglass and Othello.

VORONOVA, A., Housman Hall, 2017.

WALLENTIN, C.K., Housman Hall, 2006.

WAN, R.W., Housman Hall, 2017, House 
Monitor, Young Enterprise.

WATSON, T.P., Housman Hall, 2017, Netball 
Scholarship, 1st Netball, second place at 
Netball Nationals in 2018 and third in 2019, 
Independent Schools’ National Netball 
Winners in 2019, Sisters n Sport National 
Cup title in 2019.

XU, X., Housman Hall, 2017, Distinction in 
the Girl’s Mathematics Olympiad,  1st Prize 
in the Politics Summer Essay Competition, 
Debating, Model United Nations, Law Society, 
Sign Language, Volleyball, Cultures Connect.

XUE, P.Z., Housman Hall, 2013.

ZABELKINA, A., Housman Hall, 2017, MUN, 
Sign Language.
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This is my second year in the role as Houseparent of Lupton House. Once again, I 
have been delighted by the hard work and dedication shown throughout the year by 
all the boys in my care. 

B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N

65



B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N
66

This year, the Monitor team, 
led by Archie Batham-Read 
and Morgan Bennett and 
assisted by Thomas Anning, 
Andreas Frangeskou, Jonathan 
Green, Joseph Harper, Jack 
Hughes and Ben Humphries, 
have worked hard to keep the 
House spirit alive. I thank 
them for their efforts.  

In academic matters, Cameron Owen 
won the Lower Fourth Subject Prize for 
German and James Humphries won the 
Lower Fourth Subject Prizes for Physics 
and Business Studies. Charles Costello 
won the Upper Fourth Subject Prize for 
Classical Civilisation, and James Bayliss 
and Charlie Bridgewater received Upper 
Fourth Endeavour and Progress Prizes. 
The Page Cup for Drama went to Upper 
Sixth Thomas Anning. On Commemoration 
Day, Archie Batham-Read was awarded 
the Turner Memorial Prize for Music for an 
outstanding musical career at Bromsgrove.

The Lupton boys have once again given 
their all in the pursuit of victory in the 
varied House events. On the sporting 
front, we finished a pleasing third place in 
the junior boys’ swimming event, fought 
hard in the badminton, table tennis and 
basketball competitions and finished third 
in both squash competitions. In rugby, we 
finished a very commendable third place 
in the senior A competition. Sebastian 
Purvis won the junior cross-country event 
and the Lupton junior football side and 
senior hockey team won their respective 
competitions. This year’s Sports Day 
was limited to the Fourth Form only. We 
finished third overall, winning the hurdles 
and 300m events. In the final two sporting 
events of the year, the junior cricket team 
beat Lyttelton in the final and the junior 
tennis team won all but one of their games 
to finish in second place. 

On other fronts, in the junior House 
Drama competition the Lupton boys 
performed a seven-minute piece from 
the Punk Rock script. The boys did not 
win the competition, but should be very 
proud of their efforts. In senior House 
Drama, the audience was treated to a 
wonderful performance from the play Trial 
by Laughter. Everyone was entertained 
from start to finish and the costumes worn 
were outstanding. In the Inter-House ‘A 
Question of House’ competition, following 
a successful quick fire round, the Lupton 
team were propelled into the finals. The 
boys put on an impressive display in the 
quick-fire and buzzer rounds to finish 
in third place. The House pumpkin and 
Bake-Off competitions gave Lupton 
another two victories to round off a 
pleasing year of Inter-House events. 

On the music front, Lupton has played its 
part in numerous lunchtime events, the 
House Ensemble competition and two 
boys competed in the solo House Music 
competition. On the final Tuesday of the 
Lent Term, a number of the boys took 
part in the Pop and Jazz evening in Routh 
Concert Hall. Alfie Harvey-Gilson played 
the Last Post at the Royal British Legion 
Parade in Bromsgrove town centre and 
Charles Sapwell did the same during the 
Senior School service.
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ANNING, T.P., Lupton, 2012.

BATHAM-READ, A.J., Lupton, 2014, School 
Monitor, House Monitor, Head of House, 
1st Football, B team Rugby, B team Cricket, 
Bernard Hall-Mancey Cup - Most Improved 
All-Round Musician of the Year (2018), 
Music Minor Colours, CCF (Year 10), DofE 
Bronze, DofE Silver, Drama Productions: 
Othello (band) and Grease (band), Upton 
Jazz Festivals, Lunchtime Concerts, Scholars’ 
Concerts, Pop and Jazz concerts, Coventry 
Cathedral Trip (Choir), Music Exhibition.

BENNETT, M.M., Lupton, 2008, Prep School 
Survivor, House Monitor, Deputy Head of 
House, 1st Rugby, 2nd Rugby, 2nd Hockey 
(Captain), 1st Athletics, DofE Bronze, DofE 
Silver. 

BROADHURST, A.D.B., Lupton, 2010, 1st 
Hockey, 1st Golf.

FRANGESKOU, A.S., Lupton, 2005.

GIBBS, O.G., Lupton, 2017, 1st Football, 
Debating.

GIBBS, T.P., Lupton, 2017, 1st Football, CCF 
Corporal, Football School Cap. 

HARPER, J.O., Lupton, 2008, Prep School 
Surivivor, House Monitor, 1st Rugby, 1st 
Athletics, A team Hockey, A team Cricket, 
B team Swimming, Sports Scholarship, 1st 
Rugby 7s, DofE Silver, CCF, Prep School 
Drama Productions, Rugby Minor Colours, 
Rugby School Cap, winner of multiple Rugby 
7s tournaments.

HUMPHRIES, B.E.J., Lupton, 2007, Prep 
School Survivor, Cricket: 1st team and 2nd 
team Captain, seven wickets in the National 
semi-final in Year 8 and second place in 
National Finals, Rugby: 1st team and 2nd 
team Captain, NatWest Cup quarter-finalist 
in Upper Fourth, Football: 1st team centre-
back, completed tour of St. Georges Park in 
Upper Sixth, Cross-Country first place in Year 
4, DofE Gold, DofE Silver, DofE Bronze, CCF 
Sergeant, Captained Lupton to second place 
in House Bake-Off 2018

JAYARATNASINGAM, I.J., Lupton, 2009, 1st 
Athletics.

MADDOX, L., Lupton, Pre-Prep Survivor, 
Prep School Survivor, 1st Rugby, Sports 
Scholar, Worcester Warriors U18 Academy.

MAY, J.M., Lupton, 2014, D team Rugby, B 
team Football, CCF.

SAPWELL, C.R.B., Lupton, 2010, School 
Monitor, 1st Athletics, 1st Cross-Country, 2nd 
Rugby, ESSA Cross-Country, New Balance 
English Schools’ Championships, ESSA 
Athletics, Brass Group, School Orchestra, Big 
Band, Drama Production (Band), CCF, DofE 
Gold (Walker of the Year), Music Scholarship.

Lupton Leavers 
A number of Lupton boys have 
represented the School week in, week 
out in the major sports of cricket, football, 
hockey and rugby. Morgan Bennett, Lewis 
Maddox, Joseph Harper, Jonathan Green, 
Ben Humphries, Pierce Childs, Finley 
Morgan, Nicolas Jakobsen, Lewis Harper 
and Jeffery Williams have all represented 
the 1st XV rugby squad. Rhys Evans, 
Pearce Childs, Joseph Colebrook, Theo 
Gardner, Benjamin Hollingworth and 
Alfie Broadhurst were regular members 
of the 1st XI hockey squad, while Archie 
Batham-Read, Oliver Gibbs, Thomas 
Gibbs and Ben Humphries were in the 1st 
XI football squad. Rhys Evans and Freddie 
Fallows have turned out on a number of 
occasions for the 1st XI cricket team, while 
Sebastian Mehjoo has regularly competed 
for the School in swimming and Sebastian 
Purvis and Charles Sapwell have excelled 
at cross-country. 

School caps have been awarded this year 
to Charles Sapwell (cross-country), Joseph 
Harper, Lewis Maddox (both rugby), Alfie 
Broadhurst (golf) and Thomas Gibbs 
(football). It was also great to see Alfie 
Broadhurst (hockey), Jonathan Green 
(rugby), Archie Batham-Read (football), 
Isaac Jayaratnasingam, Joseph Harper, 
Charles Sapwell (all athletics) and Ben 
Humphries (football and cricket) receive 
their major colours. Rhys Evans (hockey 
and cricket), Alfie Harvey-Gilson (football), 
Tom Bullock (rugby and athletics), Lewis 
Harper (rugby and athletics), Daniel 
Washington and Jeffrey Williams (both 
rugby) all received their minor colours. 
Charles Sapwell and Ben Humphries were 
awarded their Gold Duke of Edinburgh 
award and Jamie Cox received an 
award for his significant contribution to 
Bromsgrove Service. 

In drama, Thomas Anning was awarded 
his School cap. In music, Archie Batham-
Read was awarded his School cap, while 
Joshua Lawson received his minor colours 
and major colours went to Charles Sapwell.

The Lupton PA events have been very 
enjoyable this year. In the Lupton quiz, 
there was some good scoring from several 
teams and a great sociable atmosphere. 
The Lupton PA Ball was a fantastic event 
with a great mix of pupils and parents in 
attendance.  

My thanks go to the Lupton PA Committee 
for their continuing hard work in organising 
such events. Because of all their excellent 
fundraising work, we were able to donate 
£400 to The Mockingbird Trust and 
purchase much needed items for the St 
Basils Trust, which raises money for the 
homeless young people in our region. 
Following a number of charity events in 
House, the boys raised a fantastic £532.60 
for the Alzheimer’s Society. 
  
The Lupton Head of House for next 
academic year is Theo Gardner, who will 
be supported by Deputy Freddie Harvey-
Gilson and a Monitor team of William 
Bellamy, Jamie Cox, Harry Dodworth, 
Rorie Dodworth, Iain Messore and Joshua 
Osborn-Patel.
  

Finally, I would like to thank the Lupton 
tutor team and Angela Cotterill, our 
housekeeper, for ensuring that the boys in 
the house are well looked after. 

I wish all the Lupton students who 
are leaving us this year a happy and 
productive future and I look forward to an 
exciting 2019-2020 academic year.

G Evans
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It is the camaraderie and fellowship between the boys that make Lyttelton so 
special, creating one big family environment where lifelong friendships flourish and 
a network of support exists for all to achieve their potential and ambitions. This year 
has been no exception, and the House spirit is thriving.  
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With strong support and commitment from all of the boys, every 
House event has had a full and enthusiastic Lyttelton team 
entered, and led to much enjoyment and plenty of success. 
It is a pleasure to watch so many from the House enjoy the 
performing arts events, such as the hilarious re-enactment of 
Monty Python’s Insulting Frenchman sketch, led bravely by Harry 
Murphy, and with some budding actors in the Fourth Form, the 
drama prizes are something that will be targeted in the future. 

B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N
70

Vincent Li again impressed by winning 
the House Music competition overall and 
being unsurpassed on the piano both in 
and out of School, even winning awards in 
International competitions. Academically, 
we narrowly missed reaching the finals in 
the Question of House event, but fared 
well in the debating contests. Henry Scott 
won the junior Staff Reading prize and 
read his passages in front of the whole 
School. 

Historically, Lyttelton have excelled on 
the sports fields, and this tradition has 
been maintained. Keeping our hand in 
rugby, Lyttelton won the inaugural House 
rugby trophy over a series of matches 
across the term. The junior swimming 
was comfortably won. There has been 
a shift from rugby prowess to running, 
with the juniors finishing second in the 
cross-country, the seniors winning, and 
Ash Kandola being the first runner across 
the line. Continuing with the running 
successes, the team of Cyrus Passman, 
Seb Perry, Mitchell Hare, Henry Marshall, 
Ash Kandola and William Ayliffe clinched 
the win to steal the prestigious 1.2 Relay 
trophy from Walters, breaking their nine 
year reign. Runners-up in the junior House 
cricket and also second in the Fourth 
Form athletics competition, where Morgan 
McKinley and Zach Armstrong won the 
100m and shot put respectively. 

AYLIFFE, W.J.A., 2009, Lyttelton, House 
Monitor, 1st Cross-Country, Prep School 
DT Prize, CCF Corporal, DofE Bronze, DofE 
Silver, DofE Gold.

CLARKSON, M.E., Lyttelton, 2012, House 
Monitor, 3rd Hockey, 1st Athletics, House 
Music (Guitar), House Song (Conductor), 
House Drama, Debating, Model United 
Nations, CCF, DofE Bronze, DofE Silver, DofE 
Gold.

DELANEY-HALL, S.L., Lyttelton, 2012.

EAVES, T.L., Lyttelton, 2012, House Monitor, 
Deputy Head of House, 1st Badminton 
(Captain), Herefordshire U17 Men’s Doubles 
(Bronze), Maths Award for Junior and Senior 
(Silver), Minor Colours, Major Colours, School 
Cap, DofE Bronze, DofE Silver, DofE Gold, 
CCF Sergeant. 

FRASER, B.G., Lyttelton, 2011, CCF, DofE.

GWINNUTT, J.G., Lyttelton, 2010, House 
Monitor, 2nd Rugby, GCSE PE Award, 
German Award, CCF Sergeant, DofE Gold.

LORD, J.L., Lyttlelton, 2004, Pre-Prep 
Survivor, Prep School Survivor, House 
Monitor, 1st Golf, 3rd Cricket, 2nd Hockey, 
House Endeavour awards, DofE Bronze, DofE 
Silver, DofE Gold.

MARSHALL, G.O., Lyttleton, 2014, School 
Monitor, House Monitor, 1st XI Cricket 
(Captain), 1st XI Bowling Award, 2nd XV 
Rugby, Sports Scholarship, Academic 
Scholarship, Honorary Academic Scholarship 
for outstanding GCSE grades,CREST 
Science Award, British Physics Olympiad, 
International Chemistry Olympiad, 
Kangaroo Maths Challenge, Poetry by Heart 
Competition.

MURPHY, H.A., Lyttelton, 2012, Head of 
House, 1st Squash, 1st Golf, 3rd Rugby, DofE 
Bronze.

NAZIR, H.N., Lyttelton, 2017, House Monitor.

PAYNE, B.J.P., Lyttelton, 2005, Pre-Prep 
Survivor, Prep School Survivor, 1st Cross-
Country, 2nd Football, Art Scholarship

PERRY, C.J., Lyttelton, 2010.

PETTIFOR, W.J., Lyttelton, 2017, House 
Monitor, 3rd Rugby, 2nd Rugby.

SLATER, G.S., Lyttelton, 2003, Pre-Prep 
Survivor, Prep School Survivor, House 
Monitor, U16A Rugby, 2nd Hockey, Athletics, 
3rd Cricket, Rosslyn Park 7s, CCF, DofE Gold, 
DofE Silver, DofE Bronze.

VAUGHAN, R.V.,  Lyttelton, 2008, Prep 
School Survivor, House Monitor, 1st Rugby, 
1st Golf, 2nd Hockey, 3rd Cricket.

Lyttelton Leavers 
The House social events would not happen 
without the help of the Lyttelton PA, and 
thanks must be given to the departing 
members who have helped over the last 
five years, and to the new parents who 
have joined to take their places next 
year. The casino night in the Michaelmas 
Term is always lots of fun, bringing out 
a surprising competitive spirit from the 
parents, and the Upper Sixth did a very 
professional job running the tables. The 
Burns Night ball was the biggest and 
best I have seen, with a full turn out 
of Sixth Formers and tables of parents 
representing tutors and families from each 
year group. The sun shone for the last 
event of the year, the zorb football and fish 
& chips evening, where it was a pleasure 
to welcome new pupils and say farewell to 
departing students. Amongst these annual 
events were the usual in House activities, 
including the quiz, pizza night, and 
5-a-side football. 

Reflecting the calibre, talent, and 
endeavour of those in Lyttelton, there have 
been many successes and achievements. 
University destinations include Durham, 
Imperial, and even British Columbia, to 
study some extremely competitive courses. 
End of year Fourth Form prizes were 
awarded to Henry Scott for Endeavour 
and Vincent Li for Best Student. Within 
Lyttelton, prizes were awarded to 
Fred Hanson (arts), Richard Vaughan 
(sportsman), James Lord (unsung hero), 
and the top House prize of the Alfred 
Lyttelton Trophy went to George Marshall. 
Being a Houseparent is hard work, but 
you certainly get out what you put in, 
and my four years in Lyttelton have been 
full of reward and worth every second. 
The House team is fantastic, but it is the 
boys who make it what it is. Their energy, 
imagination, skills, talents, personalities 
and humour make every day different, 
lively and interesting. Lyttelton is a special 
place, and it has been a privilege being 
part of it. As I leave the House, I wish the 
boys all the best for their remaining time 
in Lyttelton, and I look forward to seeing 
them continue on their road to success.

Thank you to all of the Lytteltonians for the 
last four years that I will fondly remember, 
and well done on another great year.

M Giles
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With the emotion and final handshakes of Call Over, we not only say ‘au revoir’ to a 
wonderful group of Mary Windsor girls who have left their mark across the School, 
but I say farewell after nine years of Mary Windsor as my life and home. 

B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N

73



B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N
74

When I look back to the 
beginning of the year, I 
certainly did not expect this 
to be my last. We have spent 
much of this year behind 
hoarding and walking the 
long way round due to the 
Elmshurst renovations and 
the creation of the new car 
park, but we now have a newly 
landscaped garden as a result.

On Commemoration Day, our 
congratulations went to Emily Lou on being 
awarded the Wattell Prize for both product 
design (DT) and for art (textiles). We were 
also very proud of both Alia Derriey and 
Lauren Milburn for receiving two of the top 
secret special prizes. Alia was awarded 
the prize for Senior Boarder and received 
the Housman trophy, and Lauren received 
the Ben Showell Memorial Rose Bowl 
for performing arts. All three girls have 
given so much to the School over their 
years. Nullis Secundae is our House motto 
underneath our crest - it translates as 
“second to none”.

At our final assembly, House cups were 
awarded to Mariia Kuvaeva for sports, 
Anissa Tam for drama, Lauren Millburn 
for music and Emily Lou for art. The 
Senior Contribution to House Life award 
went to Ruby Ngan, the Langdale Cup for 
Contribution to House Life to Beth Lloyd 
and Harriet Fuchs was awarded the Wallis 
Bowl for Effort in the House Community. 
In addition, the Musgrove Award went 
to Katharina Knopp and the Fazel Cup 
for the Upper Sixth who has achieved 
academically and contributed to House life 
went to Anna Huang. Our Head of House 
next year will be Mariia Kuvaeva supported 
by joint deputies Beth Lloyd and Tina Cai. 

The girls continue to make their mark 
across the School and their achievements 
go far beyond any trophies or mentions in 
assemblies. I am particularly impressed 
with the number and range of certificates 
I hand out, from service in the community 
to the dedication of the girls in their 
academic studies and extra-curricular 
activities. Academically the girls have 
proved themselves with excellent effort 
grades throughout the year.

We have a very strong group of Upper 
Sixth leavers. Their academic successes 
are numerous and they have been offered 
places at some of the most prestigious 
universities. This was further evidenced 
by the number of awards for the House 
at Mark Reading and Commemoration. 
Our congratulations go to Charlie Hodgson 
(Lower Fourth prize for Endeavour and 
Progress), Irene Lo (academic prizes for 
an incredible five subjects), The Bernard-
Hall Mancey cup for the Most Improved 
Musician was awarded to Jenna Kam. 
Emily Schmidt was awarded major colours 
in music and Lauren Milburn was given 
her cap for drama. Felicitas Zahlbruckner 
and Teya Ilieva gained minor colours 
for athletics and Bobby Mekushina and 
Niya Popova minor colours for tennis. 
Congratulations also go to Bobby for 
winning U16 doubles county tennis 
championships. Mary Windsor came 
second in the senior tennis and third 
in junior athletics. In the Fourth Form 
assembly, Tash Malam was commended 
for athletics, Sara Popescu for tennis and 
Charlie Hodgson for drama. 

B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N

75

AHLUWALIA, V.A., Mary Windsor, 2017, 
World Wildlife day, Own Clothes Day, 
Residential Homes, Drama Production: 
Othello. 

DERRIEY, A.E., Mary Windsor, 2012, Senior 
Boarder, School Monitor, House Monitor, 
Editor and Founder 201 magazine, Shine 
Scholar Award 2018, GCSE English Language 
Prize, e-magazine Close Reading Competition 
Winner 2018, Drama Productions: Assistant 
Stage Manager for The Pierglass and Stage 
Manager for Grease, CCF Corporal and 
SNCO, Debating Society, Senior House 
Debating winner, Literary Society, MUN, 
Academic Scholarship.

FUCHS, H., Mary Windsor, 2016, Deputy 
Head of House, 1st Athletics, Grand Opening 
of Routh Concert Hall. 

HUANG, A., Mary Windsor, 2015, School 
Monitor, House Monitor, 1st Athletics, 
Senior Biology Olympiad (Silver), Biology 
Intermediate Olympiad (Silver), Model 
United Nations, Biodiesel Project, Honorary 
Scholarship.

KNOPP, K.K., Mary Windsor, 2016, School 
Monitor, House Monitor, 1st Tennis, DofE 
Gold.

KOROVINA, A., Mary Windsor, 2016, 1st 
Athletics, Cross-Country, Horse Riding, 
Cross-Country Nationals, Drama Productions, 
Music, Language Leaders, Cultures Connect, 
Prep Boarding, Swimming. 

LOU, E., Mary Windsor, 2014, House 
Monitor, Art Scholarship, Martin Sykes 
Award for DT, Bromsgrove Service: Crafting 
for Charity, Shine Media 2019 Highly 
Commended Award for 201 magazine 
drawing.

MILBURN, L.L., Mary Windsor, Prep 
School Survivor, House Monitor, Head of 
House, Minor Drama Colours, Minor Music 
Colours, House Song Conductor’s Prize,  
Drama Productions: The Accordion Shop, 
The Musicians, Hairspray, Grease and The 
Pierglass, Senior Chapel Choir, Girls’ Choir, 
CCF Sergeant, various Senior Music Concerts 
and Recitals (Singing), Lower Sixth Helper on 
Lower Fourth Camp, Junior Art Scholarship.

NGAN, Y.Y.R., Mary Windsor, 2015, 
House Monitor, Deputy Head of House, 
Dual Science Award (GCSE), Geography 
Photography Competition (third place), Silver 
CREST Award, Mary Windsor Contribution 
to Art Prize, UK Intermediate Mathematical 
Challenge (Gold award 2016 & 2017), 
Intermediate Mathematical Olympiad 
and Kangaroo (2016 Merit and 2017 
Qualification), Mathematical Olympiad for 
Girls (2017 Distinction and 2018 Distinction), 
Senior Mathematical Challenge 2018 (Gold 
and Best in Year), Senior Kangaroo 2018 
(Merit), British Physics Olympiad (Bronze 
I), Marmite Society, CCF(Flight Sergeant of 
RAF), Bromsgrove Service (Volunteer at Far 
Forest Dog Rescue, Flourishing Fiver, Baby 
Knitting), Academic Scholarship,  Honorary 
Academic Scholarship.

PUCHKOVA, D., Mary Windsor, 2016, Winner 
of Economist of the half-term.

SCHMID, E.C., Mary Windsor, 2016, Senior 
Biology Olympiad (Highly Commended), 
UKMT Senior Mathematics Challenge 
(Bronze), Flute Group, Wind Band, Concert 
Band, Orchestra.

SERGEEVA, Y.S., Mary Windsor, 2015, 
Art Scholarship, Drama, Cultures Connect, 
House Song, House Hockey, House Netball, 
Volleyball, Music Classes, Animal Sanctuary.

ZHOU, N.L., Mary Windsor, 2016.

Mary Windsor Leavers 
I am especially proud of the way we always 
field a team of willing volunteers, with new 
members pushing personal boundaries. 
House Song this year was an awesome 
performance with Lauren Millburn 
deservedly winning the Conductor’s 
Prize. Outside of School, Jade Ngan has 
represented the county at table tennis 
and Elsa Tsia at fencing. We were winners 
of table tennis and senior debating, and 
second in the Bake-Off to name but a few 
placings.

We have enjoyed the usual House events, 
music and dancing in the common room, 
Maccie D runs, pizza nights, the Christmas 
party at Grafton Manor and the Sixth Form 
Ball in the beautiful ballroom at Chateau 
Impney. We finished the Summer Term 
with a barbeque complete with visiting 
crêpe van, serving very popular sweet and 
savoury crêpes of various flavours. The 
girls have designed lovely new hoodies, 
which were so popular we put in a second 
order. We have supported the charities 
Alzheimer’s Society and Action Aid this 
year.

My deepest gratitude goes to Miss Baker 
who, by my side, has assisted me in 
running the House for the last five years, 
our Housemother Miss Fletcher who keeps 
us all on the right path and the fabulous 
group of tutors who invest so much of their 
time in the girls. Mary Windsor truly is a 
home away from home; we grow together 
as a large family.

It has been such a pleasure to see the 
Upper Sixth leavers mature over the 
years into beautiful, loyal, dedicated and 
community minded young adults. Their 
legacy will live on in the House spirit, warm 
and encouraging, that the younger years 
now uphold. Three School Monitors and a 
Senior Boarder amongst them, reflects the 
measure of this year group as role models. 
I wish them all the best for the future and 
look forward to hearing their news across 
the miles.

T Tweddell
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What an outstanding year for Oakley House. Once again, it has been a real privilege 
to support the girls in all of their endeavours. Our greatest achievement is surely the 
phenomenal charity work that has been undertaken. 
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Charity Monitors, Sophie Roy and Georgina Muscutt, led the 
way with numerous initiatives from the Oakley quiz to a sports 
day, a Park Run and much in between. The whole House showed 
their generosity repeatedly and many parents donated from afar. 
We were delighted that a representative from our House charity, 
Kidscan visited us at the end of term to receive their cheque for 
over £5000.

The trophy cabinet has been filling up 
nicely over the year. In sport, we came 
out as champions in junior House 
tennis, badminton and table tennis as 
well as senior House netball, tennis and 
badminton. My thanks go to Sophie and 
Jessica Ward for their help with teams and 
support. Representatives from Oakley also 
won the junior House debating and the 
annual research competition. We came 
runners-up in the House ensemble music 
competition and senior House Drama, 
as well as a special recognition award 
for Animal Farm in junior House Drama. 
Arts Monitors, Lisa Bradburn, Christiana 
Lloyd and Amy Nolan began their duties 
in September with an excellent House 
Song competition; all three girls brought 
true leadership qualities to the role and 
the final performance was outstanding. So 
many talented musicians and actors have 
graced the stage in many performances 
and concerts; Oakley is always well 
represented.

The Oakley Monitor team has been led 
this year by Jasmine Chan and Lilly-
May Fowke and they have done such a 
good job of promoting good values and 
friendship among the girls. Grace Morrin, 
June Iec, Vanessa Chou, Emily Gieron 
and Milli Gobl completed the team and 
I couldn’t have managed without their 
invaluable support.
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We are approaching a time of change in 
Oakley. Later next year, our day students 
will be moving to the newly built Ottilie 
House. Perhaps that is what adds extra 
poignancy to each day in the House as 
I inevitably reflect on the extraordinary 
achievements of each and every student, 
day and boarding.

The time of change also extends to 
staffing and there are some tutors who 
will be leaving Oakley. I would like to 
thank Miss Johnson for her work with 
the Lower Fourth earlier in the year. Miss 
Arch will be completing her PGCE in 
Mary Windsor next year. Miss Honey has 
been a superb Assistant Houseparent 
and Oakley girls could not have wished 
for a more conscientious and enthusiastic 
member of the team. We congratulate her 
on her new role as Assistant Houseparent 
of Hazledene. My first review for the 
Bromsgrovian thanked Mr and Mrs 
Helmore for their generosity in spirit, as 
Mrs Helmore handed over the reigns 
of Oakley to me while remaining part of 
the boarding team. I am really looking 
forward to working alongside Mrs Helmore 
when she takes over as Mary Windsor 
Houseparent in September, but we will 
certainly miss the Helmores in Oakley 
House.

The Oakley team have been phenomenal 
yet again. Housemothers Mrs Astill and 
Mrs Pugh have worked tirelessly to support 
the smooth running of the House and their 
support of the girls is second to none. 
Along with our great tutor team, Oakley 
girls have been well looked after this year. 
I would like to add a special thank you 
to our very supportive PA team whose 
encouragement and positivity has enabled 
us to really make the year special for the 
girls. Outgoing PA members Mrs Nolan, 
Mr Ward and Mrs Wright will be missed for 
their practical help and tenacity in making 
sure all the girls in our care benefit from 
the extras that make School life fun. 

They say change is as good as a rest but 
I do not think I will be putting my feet up 
any time soon as we continue to help your 
daughters navigate their varied journeys 
throughout Bromsgrove and into their lives 
beyond. 

V Adams

BRADBURN, L.J., Oakley, 2017, School 
Monitor, House Monitor, Music scholarship, 
DofE Gold, Chapel Choir, Girls’ Choir.

CHAN, J., Oakley, 2017, House Monitor, 
Head of House, 1st Badminton.

CHAN, Y.L.E., Oakley, 2014, School 
Orchestra, String Orchestra, 2nd Hockey, 
Netball, Athletics, Cross-Country, Golf, DofE 
Bronze, DofE Silver, DofE Gold, Bromsgrove 
Service: Flourishing Fiver, Prep Boarding, Far 
Forest Dog Rescue and Crafting for Charity, 
University of Warwick “Global Sustainable 
Development” Essay Competition (Highly 
Commended), Lower Fourth Camp: Sixth 
Form Leader.

CHOU, H.C., Oakley, 2015, House Monitor, 
British Biology Olympiad 2019 (Gold),  
Cambridge Chemistry Challenge 2018 
(Silver), British Biology Olympiad 2018 
(Bronze), Intermediate Biology Olympiad 
2018 (Bronze), Starpack Competition 2016 
(Gold Star Award and Best Supporting 
Portfolio), Honorary Scholarship, CCF, DofE 
Bronze, DofE Silver, DofE Gold, Bromsgrove 
Service.  

DZHGUN, P.V., Oakley, 2017, DofE Gold, 
LAMDA, Drama production: Othello, Archive 
Club, BeeKeeping Club, Subject Prize for 
Russian Language and Literature.

FOWKE, L.M.S.S., Oakley, 2014, School 
Monitor, House Monitor, Deputy Head of 
House.

FRASER, G.A., Oakley, 2003, Pre-Prep 
Survivor, Prep School Survivor, 2nd hockey, B 
team hockey, CCF, Bromsgrove Service. 

GIERON, E.L., Oakley , 2004, Pre-Prep 
Survivor, Prep School Survivor, House 
Monitor, A Netball, Hockey, Athletics and 
Rounders (Prep School), winner of Victrix 
Ludorum in Year 8, U11 Most Valuable 
Netball and Rounders Player, U12 Netball 
Player of the Tournament, Regional Runners 
Up, U13 National Netball Runners Up and 
Most Outstanding Athlete Award, CCF, Best 
RAF Recruit, promotion to Flight Sergeant, 
Textiles Scholarship.

GOBL, M., Oakley, 2017, House Monitor.

IEC, J.K.L., Oakley, 2014, House Monitor, 
DofE Bronze, DofE Silver, 201 magazine 
illustrator, Honorary Academic Scholarship.  

JULS, E.J., Oakley, 2017.

LLOYD, C.E., Oakley, 2013, House Monitor, 
Chapel Choir, Chamber Choir, Girls’ Choir, 
Music Minor Colour, CCF, DofE Gold, Drama 
Productions: Hairspray and The Pierglass, 
Music Scholarship, Honorary Academic 
Scholarship,

MORRIN, G.E., Oakley, 2012, House 
Monitor, U16B Hockey, U16B Tennis, U16C 
Netball, CCF, DofE, Bromsgrove Service.

MUSCUTT, G., Oakley, 2008, Prep School 
Survivor, House Monitor, DofE Gold, Honorary 
Academic Scholarship, GCSE Astronomy 
Prize, Bromsgrove Service.

NOLAN, A.V., Oakley, 2012.

PREECE, E.I., Oakley, 2017.

ROY, S., Oakley, 2017, House Monitor, 
Academic Scholarship, Gold DofE, 
Bromsgrove Service.

SANDHU, J.S., Oakley, 2009, 2nd Hockey, 
DofE Bronze, DofE Silver, DofE Gold. 

SHI, L., Oakley, 2017.

WARD, J.L., Oakley, 2005, Pre-Prep Survivor, 
Prep School Survivor, House Monitor, 1st 
Hockey, Hockey School Cap, 2nd Netball, 
Netball Major Colour, Indoor National Finals, 
Midlands National Finals, DofE Bronze, DofE 
Silver, DofE Gold, CCF Colour Sergeant. 

WARD, S.I., Oakley, 2005, Pre-Prep Survivor, 
Prep School Survivor, House Monitor, 1st 
Hockey, 3rd Netball, Athletics, CCF Colour 
Sergeant, DofE Bronze, DofE Silver, DofE 
Gold, Hockey Major Colour, Netball Major 
Colour.

WRIGHT, L.J., Oakley, 2003, Pre-Prep 
Survivor, Prep School Survivor, Head of 
School, School Monitor, House Monitor, 1st 
Hockey (Captain), 1st Tennis (Captain), 2nd 
Netball, 16+ Sports Scholar, U18 National 
Indoor Hockey Finals 2018, Hockey School 
Cap, Netball Major Colours, Junior Colours 
(Hockey, Netball, Tennis), Junior and Senior 
House Colours, DofE Gold, CCF Sergeant, 
Newnham College Cambridge History Essay 
Competition.

Oakley Leavers 
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The last twelve months have been a truly exciting time to be in School House. The 
Upper Sixth have led with pride, example and dedication, and at the first opportunity 
(the House Song Competition), they displayed this commitment to their House. 
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The hours of practise, the 
musical arrangement, and the 
expertly choreographed dance 
moves led the House to victory 
with Last Christmas – a song 
that has kept being hummed 
throughout the entire year.  

As ever, there is too much to summarise 
into a single article, and the boys have 
achieved such a vast amount this 
year, I will barely scratch the surface; 
nevertheless, I will endeavour to mention a 
few accolades that belong to the members 
of School House.  

On the academic front, the boys continue 
to succeed; with the diversity of subjects 
studied, it is no surprise to see such 
great university choices, including 
Durham, Imperial and Exeter, in the 
Upper Sixth’s future. A number of these 
leavers were invited on stage on the day of 
Commemoration for academic recognition, 
and I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate again: Ben Turner and Tom 
Maidment for winning the Wattell Prizes 
for Economics and Physical Education 
respectively; Sam Osborne for the 
Amphlett prize for Chemistry; and Tristan 
Hall for the Alison Bramley Memorial Prize 
for Mathematics. 

This year group has not just performed 
in the classroom, but also in a huge 
amount of extra-curricular disciplines. In 
the final assembly of the year, Tristan Hall 
and Archie Holder were awarded their 
Major Colours in music; Archie was also 
awarded his Major Colours in drama, and 
in debating, Archie was this time joined by 
Grayson Leversha who were both awarded 
Major Colours. Archie was given special 
recognition, winning The Janet Cockin 
debating cup. Harry Fussell was one of two 
in the School congratulated for his service 
to the CCF, and hence was awarded the 
prize of Best RAF Cadet. 

On the sporting side, we have been 
blessed with an immense amount of 
talent in the Upper Sixth: Chris Osborne 
(athletics) and Ben Turner (cricket) 
received Colours, whilst Tom Maidment 
was honoured with a School Cap for 
cricket. Three members of the House 
were lucky enough to gain three major 
prizes for their commitment to sport; Tom 
Maidment was the winner of the Swatkins 
Trophy, Sportsman of the Year went to Sam 
Osborne, and Outstanding Contribution 
to Boys’ Games, as well as the special 
Commemoration prize of the Tony Limbert 
Trophy, was awarded to Ben Turner.  
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BASSI, K.J., School, 2014.

EDGE, F.R., School, 2012.

FUSSELL, H.T.B., School, 2010, House 
Monitor, Arkwright Engineering Scholar, 
DofE Bronze, DofE Silver, DofE Gold, CCF 
Warrant Officer, CCF (RAF), Prep and Senior 
Chapel Choir, Martin Sykes Award for Design 
Technology, Prep School Drama Award and 
lead in Bugsy Malone, 3rd Rugby, RFU 
referee, House Music.

HALL, T.A., School, 2003, Pre-Prep Survivor, 
Prep School Survivor, School Monitor, 
2nd Hockey, Music Minor Colours, GCSE 
Physics and Latin Prize, Chemistry Challenge 
(Gold), Chemistry Olympiad (Silver), Physics 
Olympiad (Silver), Maths Challenge (Gold), 
House Song, Piano Grade 8, Euphonium 
Grade 8, Brass Group, Orchestra, Big 
band, various concerts, CCF Sergeant, DofE 
Gold, Honorary Academic Scholarship, 
16+ Academic Scholarship, 11+ Music 
Scholarship.

HOLDER, A.T.J., School, 2014, Head 
of School, Music Exhibiton, Academic 
Scholarship, House Song, Quiz and Debating 
Winner 2018, House Volleyball Runners-up 
2019, Quizmaster for the 2019 House Quiz, 
Drama Productions: Grease, The Pierglass, 
Othello and Hairspray, Athletics, Big Band 
National Gold Award, Cultures Connect 
2018, Gold DofE, CCF, Drama Colours, Music 
Colours, Holocaust Memorial Ambassador, 
Oxford and Sajid Javid Debating Cups.

LESLIE, S.H., School, 2012, House Monitor, 
Head of House, 3rd Rugby,  2nd Hockey, 
CCF Cadet Sergeant, DofE Gold. 

LEVERSHA, G.G., School, 2014, School 
Monitor, Head of Bromsgrove Law Society, 
School Photographer/Videographer, Debating 
Society, Oxford Union Schools’ Debating 
Finals, Sajid Javid MP Debating Competition, 
Senior House Debating Champion, School 
House Endeavour Award (2016), House 
Colours (Junior and Senior), Bronze DofE, 
Silver DofE, Gold DofE, World Challenge 
Expedition (Himalayas - 2017), Bromsgrove 
Badge, Drama Productions: Grease, 
Hairspray, Sweeney Todd and The Winter’s 
Tale, Fourth Form Production (2014-2016), 
Performing Arts Backstage Crew, Rowing 
Club, Archivist Club, Bromsgrove Service, 
Lower Fourth Camp Assistant, Future Friends 
Group, Pre-Prep/Prep Charity Walk, School 
Guide.

MAIDMENT, T.J., School House, 2005, 
Pre-Prep Survivor, Prep School Survivor, 
House Monitor, Deputy Head of House, 1st 
Hockey (Captain), 1st Cricket, 2nd rRugby, 

John Downey Cup for Hockey, Best Fielder 
Award, Chesterton Cup, DofE Gold, Sports 
Scholarship.

OSBORNE, C.J., School, 2013, House 
Monitor, 1st Rugby, 1st Athletics, Rosslyn 
Park 7s Champions, IAPS Swimming National 
Champion, DofE Gold.

OSBORNE. S.J., School 2010, Swimming, 
Swimming School Cap, Year 5 C team 
Cricket, GCSE Maths and Biology Prizes, 
Cambridge Chemistry Challenge (Silver), 
Honorary Academic Scholarship, Sports 
Scholarship (Prep School).

PUNA, I.S., School, 2006, Pre-Prep Survivor, 
Prep School Survivor, House Monitor, House 
Song winners.

SIMMONS, I.S., School, 2019, House 
Monitor, 2nd Football, U15A Basketball, 
U15B Basketball, House Song, GCSE History 
Award, DofE Silver, Archive Club, Strings 
Group, Orchestra.

SMART, C.H., School, 2009, House Monitor, 
3rd XV Rugby, 2nd XI Hockey, House 
events, James Cup at Year 8 Prizegiving, 
House Song Winners, Year 6 Play: Pirates 
of the Currybean, Biologist of the Month, 
Year 8 Monitor, Biology Olympiad (Bronze), 
Cambridge Chemistry Challenge Lead Award, 
DofE Bronze, CCF Cadet. 

TIDMARSH, J.A., School, 2017, 1st Football, 
2nd Cricket, 1st Football Player of the Year.

TURNER, B.T., School, 2003, Pre-Prep 
Survivor, Prep School Survivor, School 
Monitor, 1st XV Rugby, 1st VII Rugby, Rosslyn 
Park National 7s Champions 2019, Rugby 
School Cap, Commitment to Rugby Trophy, 
1st XI Hockey, Hockey Major Colours, 2nd XI 
Cricket, IAPS Swimming National Champions 
(U12 and U13), 800m and Shotput National 
Finalist, Grade 4 Tenor Horn, Economist of 
the Term, Economics Ambassador, DofE 
Gold, CCF Army, Bromsgrove Service, 
Geography GCSE Prize,  Sports Scholar, 
Academic Scholar, Honorary Academic 
Scholar.

WHITFIELD, H.C.F., School, 2009, 3rd 
Cricket, Year 8 Prefect, House Song 
Winner, House Breakfast, Year 5 UKMT 
Maths Challenge, Best GCSE Chemistry 
Result, Copper Chemistry Challenge award, 
Bromsgrove Badge, Gold DofE, CCF Cadet, 
Bromsgrove Service Sports Leader, Speaking 
Role in Year 6 Play Pirates of the Currybean, 
Year 6 Academic Scholarship, Honorary 
Scholarship.

School House Leavers 
The Lower Sixth are in the throes of 
applying to university, with aspirations 
as high as their outgoing Upper Sixth 
counterparts - from medicine to 
engineering, and applications to some of 
the finest academic institutions, including 
Oxbridge, they have ambition and talent. In 
the end of year assembly, Euan Vaughan-
Hawkins gained special recognition and 
was awarded the Challenge Shields for 
commitment to swimming.  

The Fifth Form have been concentrating 
on GCSEs this year, but outside of this, 
there has been great support for the 
House. Oliver Walker has played in all 
three major sports throughout the year, 
and has been a stalwart for every House 
team. Hugh Abraham was awarded his 
drama Minor Colours, in part for his 
fantastic monologue in the senior House 
Drama competition, but also for his 
contributions to the School production of 
Grease.  

The Upper Fourth have had a great year, 
and it is clear to see how strong their bond 
is within the House community. All have 
done their part to represent the House, 
and every single young man has seen an 
increase in academic performance. Of 
special note is William Evans who was 
awarded the Subject Prize for Art, Craft 
and Design. Also gaining extra recognition 
was George Vaughan who was one of a 
small handful of pupils to be awarded the 
Upper Fourth Prize for Endeavour and 
Progress.  

The Lower Fourth settled into School 
House in no time - they have great 
comradeship and are strong supporters 
of the House. On an academic front, they 
have really impressed, and for endeavour 
and progress, both Jake Wingfield and 
Alec Abraham have been recognised 
this year. The overall prize for Best Year’s 
Work went to Alexander Ranger – what a 
fantastic achievement.  

It has been an incredibly successful 
year, with so many memories and 
achievements, I have been privileged to 
once again be Housemaster of School 
House with such fine young men. I look 
forward to next year, and with my new 
Monitor team, will strive to replicate this 
incredible twelve months.  

T Clinton
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We began the year with our annual cake sale for Macmillan and ended with our 
annual Jazz and Pimm’s evening. The girls were very generous in their time and 
support of the House. 
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We raised around £200 for 
Macmillan in the cake sale 
and the PA will put the money 
raised at the Jazz and Pimm’s 
towards additional House 
events.

Thomas Cookes has been constantly on 
the go since September. Beginning with 
House Song and numerous competitions 
both in music and drama. In the junior 
drama, I thought the cast were superb 
in Daisy Pulls It Off and Jessica Whitlock 
winning best actress was outstanding. This 
was directed by Holly Heslop and Aaron 
Nichols. Senior House Drama was no less 
convincing this time with Holly and Aaron 
performing alongside Lucia Goodwin, 
Emily Clark, Elizabeth Aston, Megan 
Bassett-McWilliams and Francesca Mellor. 
The drama, written by Aaron Nichols, 
was called Seven ways to win, seven ways 
to lose. Elizabeth Aston was particularly 
memorable for her part as Greed.

Debate and general knowledge were at 
the forefront of our team pursuits. We 
managed to get in to the final for both 
events but were narrow beaten at the final 
hurdle. Francesca Mellor and Liz Aston 
were impressive in the senior debate 
as they were the youngest team and 
performed outstandingly.

In the hockey, we were outstanding. 
Thomas Cookes dominated the junior 
hockey even though we were missing the 
captain due to illness. We won both the 
cup and the plate competition.  We also 
possess some good younger badminton 
players, just losing out in the final. In the 
swimming pool, we achieved enough 
points in both competitions to win but 
were sadly disqualified in one of the junior 
relays and therefore lost the trophy by 
one point. The senior swimmers were a 
fantastic team. Many people who had not 
swum for a few years got into the pool and 
committed themselves to the team, which 
showed in the winning result. 

In the Lent Term, cross-country was an 
area where we excelled. Natalie Hatfield 
is very talented and won the junior race. 
Sophia Meadows came in a close second. 
Natalie now represents GB in the Biathle. 
She also ran the fastest lap of the 1.2 
course and is to be congratulated on her 
award. The 1.2 team worked incredibly 
hard and I feel we will be stronger next 
year as a result.
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There was a new House event this year, 
House rock climbing. Aaron Nicholls 
represented the House and won the 
event. This certainly bodes well for the 
future. Emma Dolan and Lucy McLoughlin 
performed well in the House squash 
event. They were a great partnership and 
eventually won. 

In netball, despite having some excellent A 
teams, it was our B teams who triumphed 
in the plate competitions. Both the junior 
and senior B netball teams beat all of their 
opposition convincingly. Some members 
of the senior B team had to sit out the odd 
match, as they were too old. This team 
was very well led, brilliantly motivated by 
Emily Lyle and ultimately triumphant.

Summer was a short term. We competed 
well in the senior rounders and won. We 
were also talented in the junior competition 
but were narrowly beaten by Mary 
Windsor. In athletics, Natalie Hatfield, Ava 
Freer, Sophia Meadows and Iris Tang won 
their races - a wonderful achievement.
I was also very impressed with the time 
and effort that went into the Fourth Form 
Play, The Caucasian Chalk Circle. Many of 
the TC girls had roles and performed well. 
Jessica Whitlock was the leading character 
and she was extremely impressive. 
Just the ability to learn all those lines is 
admirable, never mind acting as well.

House Bake-Off was our most entertaining 
highlight of the year. The theme was 
well-known films and the Lower Sixth girls 
chose Jaws. The cake was amazing, and I 
know much thought and preparation went 
into its design.

Outside of School, many of the girls 
compete in other areas. In particular, 
Isabella Walters has competed at a high 
level in clay pigeon shooting. She came 
fourth in a recent competition. Annie 
Crowder has performed well in golf. She is 
playing for her club and the county. I know 
she has an unbelievable handicap and is 
working hard to bring it down further.

We have had a number of food-related 
events this term. House breakfast, House 
pancakes, House Easter egg hunt and a 
number of year groups have had pizza 
for lunch. The girls particularly enjoyed 
the bowling and were able to celebrate 

Christmas together. The Ball, run by 
School House PA, was a hugely successful 
occasion. The TC girls looked beautiful 
in their dresses and it was a truly special 
occasion where both the parents and 
pupils can socialise. I would like to thank 
School House PA for their organisation 
and enthusiasm. Thomas Cookes’ PA 
have run the mulled wine and mince pie 
event at Christmas, a very successful 
quiz night, the Jazz and Pimm’s event 
and they bought the House a stylish table 
football this year. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank them for all their 
support and time. Emma Boothroyd is a 
wonderful President.

I would like to thank all the TC tutors for 
their support and guidance. Not only of 
the girls but me as well. I would also like to 
thank Lorraine for all her work in TC and 
for the listening ear she provides.

K Hannah

BARWELL, H.F.S., Thomas Cookes, 2017, 
Head of House, 1st Netball, Netball County 
Champions (2018 and 2019), Netball 
Regional Champions (2018 and 2019), 
Netball National Runners Up (2018), Netball 
Nationals 3rd Place (2019), Independent 
Schools’ Netball National Champions 2019.

BASSETT-MCWILLIAMS, M., Thomas 
Cookes, 2017, Deputy Head of the Politics 
Society.

BOLGER, H., Thomas Cookes, 2016. 

DEW, K.E., Thomas Cookes, 2004, Pre-
Prep Survivor, Prep School Survivor, House 
Monitor, CCF, DofE  Bronze, DofE Silver.

HESLOP, H.I., Thomas Cookes, 2014, House 
Monitor, Drama Colours, DofE Gold, CCF 
Lance Corporal, Drama Production: The 
Pierglass, GCSE Classics Subject Prize 2017, 
GCSE English Language Subject Prize 2017.

HILL, T.M., Thomas Cookes, 2013, Deputy 
Head of House, DofE Bronze, DofE Silver, 
DofE Gold.

LYLE, E.V., Thomas Cookes, 2005.

MCCOLGAN, S.M., Thomas Cookes, 2014.

NICHOLS, A., Thomas Cookes, 2014, 
B team Hockey, B team Netball, CCF 
(promoted to Lance Corporal; Corporal; 
Sergeant), GCSE Drama Prize,  Senior 
House Drama (Adjudicator’s Award), Junior 
House Debating, Junior House Sports 
Day, Junior House Hockey, Junior House 
Cross-Country,Senior House Debating, 
Senior House Drama, Senior House Cross-
Country, Senior House Sports Day, Drama 
Productions: The Musicians, Hairspray, The 
Pierglass, Othello.

OWENS, M.O., Thomas Cookes, 2017, 
Netball 4th team, DofE Practice Walking 
Club, Snowdonia Expedition Practice, House 
Swimming, House Rounders, House Netball, 
House Hockey, House Song.

RAINE, L.I., Thomas Cookes, 2014.

RICHARDS, J.J., Thomas Cookes, 2005.

TIMMS, E., Thomas Cookes, 2017.

WALTERS, V.R., Thomas Cookes, 2017, 
House Monitor, 3rd Netball, 1st Horse Riding 
(Equestrian), Chapel Choir.

WATTS, L.W., Thomas Cookes, House 
Monitor, U14 Hockey A team,  U14 Netball 
B team, U14 Tennis B team, U15 Hockey 
A team, U15 Hockey B team, U15 Tennis 
B team, U16 Hockey A team/1st team,  
U16 Tennis C team, U17 Hockey 1st team, 
U18 Hockey 1st team, Hockey Scholarship 
(Fourth and Fifth Forms), CCF, DofE, 
Bromsgrove Service: Crafting for Charity 
and Residential Homes, Winners of House 
Song 2017, House Volleyball, House Table 
Tennis, House Netball, House Hockey, House 
Rounders, House Athletics.

Thomas Cookes Leavers 
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Well that makes three, and what fun it has been. From House Song to the final 
Upper Sixth unofficial leavers’ fancy dress event, the boys have left the House with 
the same smile on their faces that they started the year with.  
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They have all grown tall and hopefully wiser, but what is certain 
is that they have all remained a close bunch of boys who proudly 
call themselves “Waltonians”. The year has been summarised by 
the outgoing Head of House below.

In the five years I have been at the Senior 
School, my last year has definitely been 
the most memorable. From the comradery 
of the House and the support from all the 
boys, Walters has all the necessary factors 
to allow us to thrive. The start of the year 
opened with House Song; a brilliant choice 
of Viva La Vida by Coldplay, conducted 
by Josh Cunningham, and a wonderful 
display of dancing from Ben Fitzmaurice. 
The boys put on a great show and I am 
sure we got the biggest laugh of the 
afternoon. 

Walters enjoyed great success on the 
sports field throughout the year. Both 
junior and senior rugby teams obtained 
places in the final, with the seniors close 
to victory and the juniors putting silverware 
on the mantelpiece. A strong performance 
on the squash courts allowed for a senior 
team win with Aman Laroiya allowing for 
success. Another major success for the 
boys was with the senior football team 
pulling through to the final against all odds 
and winning the trophy for the second 
year running. A brilliant performance from 
the team and a special mention must go 
to Thomas Borriello and Jack Peplow. 
Sadly, with all highs there must be some 
lows. This came in the form of the 1.2 
sprints. The Walters team gave it their 
all, captained by Morgan Hammond, and 
all the boys could not be prouder of the 
performance they gave around Gordon 
Green. 
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BORRIELLO, T.A., Walters, 2005.

BRINN, K.J., Walters, 2004, Pre-Prep 
Survivor, Prep School Survivor, School 
Monitor, House Monitor, Deputy Head of 
School, 1st Athletics, CCF RSM.

CUNNINGHAM, J.C., Walters, 2009, House 
Monitor, 3rd Rugby, 3rd Football (Captain), 
UK Mathematical Challenge, DofE Bronze, 
DofE Silver, DofE Gold, Level 1 Tennis 
Coaching Badge.

ENGLISH, L.E., Walters, 2012, 3rd Rugby, 
DofE, CCF, Art Scholarship, Foundation 
Scholarship.

FITZMAURICE, B.D., Walters, 2014, 
1st Cricket, 2nd Football, U15D Rugby, 
U14D Hockey, U16 Cross-Country, U14 
Worcestershire T20 Champions, U15 
Worcestershire T20 Champions, Chesterton 
Cup Winners 2018, Sports Scholar.

FREEMAN, B.F., Walters, 2017, 1st Rugby, 
2nd Rubgy, Rugby 7s.

GILL, J.G., Walters, 2004, Pre-Prep Survivor, 
Prep School Survivor, Beekeeping, CCF, DofE, 
Drama Productions: Othello, Grease, The 
Pierglass.

HAMMOND, M.D., Walters, 2010, House 
Monitor, 1st Hockey, 1st Athletics, DofE 
Bronze, DofE Silver, DofE Gold.

MOODY, J.M., Walters, 2014, Pre-Prep 
Survivor, 1st Cricket, 2nd Cricket, 2nd Rugby, 
CCF, DofE.

OLLEY, P,J., Walters, 2014, School Monitor, 
House Monitor, Deputy Head of House, 1st 
Rugby, Rugby 7s (Captain), 2nd Cricket, 2nd 
Hockey, NatWest Cup Semi-Finals, Solihull 
7s Winners, KES Stratford 7s Winners, Minor 
Rugby Colours, DofE Silver, British Sign 
Language, Sports Scholarship.

PARRIS, C.P., Walters, 2014, 3rd Rugby, 
4th Rugby, 4th Hockey, CCF, DofE, Ultimate 
Frisbee.

PEARSON, W.L.P., Walters, 2003, Pre-Prep 
Survivor, Prep School Survivor, 1st Rugby, 
2nd Rugby, CCF, DofE Bronze, DofE Silver.

RALPH, Z.L., Walters, 2010.

SILLER, T., Walters, 2015.

WAPLINGTON, A.J.W., Walters, 2010, Head 
of House, DofE Silver, 1st Squash, 2nd 
Rugby. 

WISE, M.J., Walters, 2005.

Walters Leavers 

As can be seen from Alex’s report, Walters 
House goes from strength to strength – 
and what is most important is that we 
do it all together. It does not matter if the 
football team wins or the 1.2 relay team 
lose their run, what is important is that we 
celebrate and console together… as one.  
The key to the Walters community is the 
sense of comradeship and this starts with 
the tutor team. With that in mind, I thank 
those new additions of Ms Aldrigde and Dr 
Jewkes, and with that I am pleased to say 
that we will keep this same team next year, 
as the care and attention that this special 
group of teachers have shown to your boys 
is second to none.  The same is true for 
the “corner stone” Lesley and I echo Alex’s 
comments. She goes above and beyond 
for everyone, tutors and pupils alike, her 
caring nature is boundless and I thank her 
for everything she does in Walters. 

Last but not least is the man who has 
summed up the year so well and his 
House Monitor team. Alex and his 
Monitors have been the essential link 
between the boys and me, hard when 
needed but appreciative when called on. 
Alex, at the helm of the House, has been 
the calming influence in Walters and 
although not the “brash and charging” 
leader of some before him, he has gained 
the respect of the House and this is not 
easy to do with so many characters in the 
years below.  As ever, this is one of the 
pleasures of the job, seeing those young 
boys grow into fine gentlemen and this 
year has been no different. Another year 
passes and my pride in my boys continues 
to grow. You are a special lot, you are 
Waltonians, and I thank you. 

H Bell

On the cultural side of House life, there 
have been many achievements to be 
proud of. One major breakthrough was 
the junior House Drama cast coming 
runners up with a brilliant performance 
brought together by James Gill. Another 
warming triumph was that of House Music, 
which I attended and was amazed with 
a performance of Don’t Stop Believin’ 
by Journey - special mention to James 
Beattie. Musical successes do not stop 
there for Walters - Jude Wynter once more 
displayed his talent and skilful nature on 
the piano in the solo section of House 
Music, winning another piece of silverware 
for the House. 

As mentioned previously, Walters has a 
special place in the heart of all the boys 
who inhabit the House weekly. This is 
brought about by the fantastic service 
we are given, none of which could be 
achieved without the amazing tutor team. 
From new additions such as Ms Aldridge 
to long serving members of the House 
such as Mr Kettle. In addition, Mr Bell 
has been with the House for three years 
now and has truly settled into the Walters 
lifestyle. The brightness he brings to the 
House and the strength he installs in us all 
is unparalleled. He has become a major 
asset to the House’s regular wellbeing and 
for that; the boys of Walters salute him. 
Finally, but definitely not least, we come 
to the heart and soul of the House. This 
individual allows the House to function 
and not become a crazed area of energetic 
teenagers. This individual is of course 
Lesley, Walters’ housekeeper. Lesley does 
so much that the boys take for granted 
but she is always there when they need 
someone on hand. 

Walters has not only been a place where 
toast can be eaten at break times, it is a 
home away from home. It has allowed not 
only me, but all the Walters boys in the 
Upper Sixth to grow into the men you see 
today. If it were not for Walters, I would not 
be the same person I am today, and for 
that I thank Walters and all those who have 
made the ride memorable. I wish all those 
in the years below good luck for the future 
and I can only wish that Walters House 
treats them the same way it treated me. 

Alex Waplington  
(Walters Head of House 2018 – 2019)
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Another eventful, successful and enjoyable year has passed in Wendron-Gordon. 
With over a third of the House being new to WG at the start of the Michaelmas Term, 
as well as more than a quarter of House staff being newly appointed, it was a very 
busy start to the year. 
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As so often, Inter-House competition 
provided some of the highlights of the year, 
with another pleasing entry in the Unison 
House Song competition in October. In 
keeping with the theme of ‘Memory’, 
the Beatles’ In My Life provided a lovely 
piece of music for the boys to work with, 
leading to a brilliant performance in the 
arena.  Another musical event, the House 
Ensemble competition, saw possibly the 
biggest feel-good performance of the year, 
with a sizeable WG band gaining joint first 
place in the competition with a dazzling 
rendition of George Ezra’s Shotgun, which 
was reprised at the Pop and Jazz evening 
in April.  

Wendron-Gordon’s pool of artistic 
talent enabled the House to celebrate 
another huge win – in the House Drama 
competition.  The seniors performed 
admirably in their competition, with some 
superb physical theatre in the form of the 
‘Weird Sisters’ from Macbeth.  However, it 
was in the junior competition that the boys 
really wowed the judge – and audience 
– with a performance that seemed head 
and shoulders above their competitors 
on the night.  The scene, taken from One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, was simply 
breath-taking; this twelve-man enterprise 
saw huge preparatory effort over many 
weeks that really reaped the rewards.  

International induction in August saw a large number of new 
joiners find their feet, and the unrelenting pace of the first 
term never really eased off in what was a whirlwind 2018-19 
academic year.  

B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N

95

BAMBERGER, T.M., Wendron-Gordon, 2016, 
Head of the Politics Society.

BROCKMANN, B.B., Wendron-Gordon, 
2016.

CHEN, C.M., Wendron-Gordon, 2015.

FOULDS, S.J.F., Wendron-Gordon, 2013, 1st 
Rugby.

GROSSE HONEBRINK, L., Wendron-
Gordon, 2016, House Monitor, 1st Football 
(Captain), 3rd Rugby.

IERMOLAIEV, A.I., Wendron-Gordon, 2015, 
School Monitor, House Monitor, 1st Cross-
Country, British Physics Olympiad Round 
one (Gold) and Round two (Top 60 - Bronze), 
Fourth Form and Sixth Form Maths team, 
Silver CREST Award, Cultures Connect (Head 
of Organisation), Academic Scholarship.

KÖHLER, H.K., Wendron-Gordon, 2016, 
House Monitor, Deputy Head of House

LEE, M.W.C., Wendron-Gordon, 2014, House 
Monitor, 1st Basketball, 4th Rugby.

ROBERTS, W.H.J., Wendron-Gordon, 2011, 
House Monitor, 1st Cross-Country, Biology 
Olympiad (Bronze), CCF, DofE Gold.

VAGO, T.V., Wendron-Gordon, 2016, Head 
of House.

Wendron-Gordon Leavers 

Many congratulations to Mrs Wilkins 
who completed a splendid first year as 
Housemother, and to Mr Stockton, who 
settled into the WG tutor team brilliantly. 
We bade farewell at Commem to three 
exceptional tutors, two of whom who 
had been with us for one year only. Miss 
Williams and Mr White will both leave 
a lasting impression for years to come 
– their enthusiasm, can-do approach, 
friendliness and support for those around 
them set a superb example to the boys. 
We were also very sad to lose Mrs Chance, 
who has departed WG after many years 
of outstanding service as a loyal and 
supportive tutor. They will be missed!

Best wishes to all the Wendron-Gordon 
family for the year ahead.  

D. G. Wilkins

As always, the boys competed with bravery 
and enthusiasm in House sporting events.  
Memorable performances, among others, 
in junior football and senior hockey, saw 
the boys just come a little short after 
battling through to the final. Victor Mikov 
and Arsenii Steshenko brought home 
the junior tennis trophy, with victory in 
the Inter-House competition.  WG did 
particularly well in the sports hall this 
year, with victories in both A and B 
competitions of junior table tennis and 
junior badminton.  

For the second year in a row, the Sixth 
Form enjoyed a wonderful evening at 
Chateau Impney for their ball, held jointly 
with Mary Windsor. This followed hot on 
the heels of a very enjoyable Christmas 
party, complete with food, games and a 
rather raucous House rendition of The 
Twelve Days of Christmas. The 5-a-side 
football evening, organised and run by the 
Sixth Form early in the Summer Term, was 
another lovely event. 

We said goodbye to a small but talented 
group of Upper Sixth formers at 
Commemoration and we look forward to 
hearing of their successes in the future. 
Special thanks should go to Head of 
House Tommaso Vago, whose superb 
leadership was a great asset to Wendron-
Gordon this year.  Thanks also go to 
Deputy Head of House Henry Köhler, and 
the rest of the Monitor team. We offer 
congratulations to next year’s leadership 
team of Jack Gibson (Head of House) 
and Alex Moskalevskyi (Deputy Head of 
House). They will be assisted by a talented 
House Monitor team, which itself will 
include no less than three School Monitors 
– James Bradley, Max Campbell and 
Jonathan Burke. We wish them all the very 
best of luck for a successful year ahead. 
 
The Batchelor Cup, awarded at the end of 
the year to the leaving Upper Sixth former 
who has made the best contribution to 
the House during his time here, went 
to School Monitor Andrii Iermolaiev, 
who also won three other major prizes 
on Commemoration Day. In addition 
to receiving the Wattell Prizes for both 
Physics and Mathematics, Andrii was 
also the recipient of the Kelly Bicknell 
trophy, awarded for contribution to the 
community, a hugely-deserved recognition 
of a true Bromsgrovian.  
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Upper Sixth Leavers 2019
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The Headmaster welcomed guests and 
thanked the President of the School, Mr 
Matthew Horton, for delivering an eloquent 
review of the Senior School year. The 
achievements listed were extensive and 
praise was due to all who had contributed 
to another year of success. He also added 
his gratitude to that already expressed 
for the long and dedicated service of 
departing Governors, Mr Richard Brookes 
and Mr Rupert Lane. As is his habit, 
he then dedicated the remainder of his 
address to those in the Upper Sixth who 
were graduating from the School that day.
As there seemed to be a number of 
parallels between the existential crisis that 
the UK had been facing over leaving the 
EU and the Sixth Form’s own imminent 
departure from School, he began by 
wondering whether the term Brexit 
might apply equally to the prospect of 
leaving Bromsgrove.  Mixed emotions 
and nervousness about heading into the 
unknown were common features, as was 
an uncertainty about one’s identity in the 
world.

Commemoration Day
He went on to stress the importance of 
developing confidence in your identity 
when the independence of adulthood 
finally arrives. That confidence, he 
suggested, comes from the ability to apply 
a few simple rules to oneself. Although 
saddened that schools were often 
negatively associated with the application 
of rules, he pointed out that they were 
intended as training for later in life, when 
discipline needs to be self-imposed.
Noting that the rules they had been asked 
to abide by during their Bromsgrove years 
were, at least, couched in the positive, 
the Headmaster suggested that there 
were six rules for life beyond School that 
necessarily needed to start with “Do Not.” 
Namely:

1. Don’t Just Consume, Create
Those who eat only a diet of bananas, 
do not turn into a banana. Those 
who religiously scroll through endless 
Instagram feeds of beautiful people, do not 
become beautiful.  The Headmaster urged 
each graduate to be a participant in real 
life, not a voyeur in the virtual one.

2. Don’t be Mediocre
Thoreau once wrote “The mass of men 
live lives of quiet desperation and go to 
their graves with their song still in them.” 
Pupils were implored not leave their song 
unsung.  Whatever that song may be - 
artistic brilliance, scientific invention, a flair 
for business, moral leadership, community 
service, they should never settle for 
mediocrity. 

3. Don’t Stop
The School keeps pupils moving 
throughout their time here. Enticed 
and encouraged, sometimes pushing 
or dragging, but never stopping. As 
a consequence, they flourish. The 
Headmaster encouraged graduates not to 
stop when they got to university, as their 
wellbeing and sense of identity depended 
upon it.

He quoted Immanuel Kant, who 
famously said there are but three rules 
for happiness: having something to do, 
someone to love, and something to hope 
for. Whatever else they did beyond School, 
they must keep doing something.  

4. Don’t ‘Love Island’
Although the Headmaster had never 
watched a single episode, he could 
recognise poison without tasting it. In 
his opinion, what was portrayed on that 
TV programme were not people, but a 
collection of body parts. Vanity and false 
promise. He reminded graduates that their 
body was designed to convey them, not 
define them. They should do with it what 
they wanted, not what they thought others 
wanted.  
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The annual Sir Thomas Cookes Sermon 
on Commemoration Day was preached 
this year by the Vicar of St John’s in 
Bromsgrove, the Reverend Ray Khan. 
There was a clear murmur of appreciation 
amongst many in the congregation when 
he wondered aloud how many could not 
help but think of the tune of Boney M 
when listening to the reading from Psalm 
137: ‘By the rivers of Babylon we sat 
and wept when we remembered Zion.’ 
Apparently, research has shown that 
most people stop listening to new music 
by the age of 30, having by then formed 
the playlist which evokes their memories, 
moods, aspirations and significant events; 
the Rev Khan continued to explore this 
idea of music as a metaphor for what we 
carry with us on life’s journey.

He reminded us that life can take us 
to strange and unexpected places, 
just as the Jewish people of the psalm 
found themselves defeated and exiled 
in Babylon. Some mourned their loss 
so much that they lost the capacity to 
sing their old songs in a new context. 
Quoting Warren Ellis’ thought that tradition 
is ‘one of those words conservative 
people use as a shortcut to thinking’, 
we were encouraged to be attentive and 
to keep listening to the harmonies and 
disharmonies around us in our ever-
changing world, and to feel the rhythm of 
what may even become our new song to 
sing.

Thomas Cookes Sermon

5. Do not tattoo it
The Headmaster’s abiding dislike was 
slipped in at this stage. 

6. Don’t Despair
Finally, those leaving to seek out their 
identity as an adult over the next few 
years were urged never to despair, as 
it was a disease for which there was no 
cure.  Acknowledging that there would 
be moments when their load seemed too 
heavy, the Headmaster encouraged them 
to always draw strength from their roots. 
To appreciate that their identity had firm 
foundations in their families and their 
School.

EU or not, Britain would always be part of 
Europe.  So too, the graduating Class of 
2019 would always be part of Bromsgrove. 
Although Leavers, they were also 
Remainers. A part of them would always 
exist here. Likewise, a part of Bromsgrove 
would always remain in them. 

Therefore, the Headmaster willed them 
all to go and be the people that they were 
meant to be. In the years to come, he said, 
we would know them by their trajectory, 
unique in its path but Bromsgrove in its 
origin.

After a pause for all to listen to Bob 
Marley’s Redemption Song, the Rev Khan 
suggested that the old Negro spirituals 
and such redemption songs were not 
just laments on the history of slavery, but 
also enabled black people (including Bob 
Marley’s generation) to move forward 
triumphantly with hope for a better world. 
He appealed to us all to be aware that 
the songs currently with the highest 
volume are often those of privilege and 
entitlement, which we should not allow 
to deafen us to the quiet songs that are 
harder to hear, those of the oppressed.
The Rev Khan’s hope for leavers was that, 
as they travel through life, they continue 
to listen and adapt to learn to sing new 
songs, enabling songs of freedom to 
become songs of reality, and that they sing 
in a way that recognises their past but 
also makes sense for the present and their 
future:

“Travel well into the future and sing … and 
may your song bring joy to others, too.”

A McClure
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Senior Prize Winners 2019
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Wattell  
Prizes
 
 
English   
Dolly Xu

Politics    
Dolly Xu

History    
Hannah Jones

Religious Studies  
Mariia Brega

Geography   
Rebecca Foster

German   
Lily-Rose Faulkner-Schütt

French    
June Lec

Economics   
Benjamin Turner

Spanish   
Timofey Abbasov

Product Design (DT)  
Emily Lou

Art (Textiles)   
Emily Lou

Business   
Cristian-Constantin Salagor

Mathematics   
Andrii Iermolaiev

Physics   
Andrii Iermolaiev

Art    
Vanessa Chou

Physical Education  
Thomas Maidment

Senior Prize Winners 2019

Other Academic 
Prizes
William Ledbrook Prize for Biology   
Lina Schlinkheider

Amphlett Prize for Chemistry   
Sam Osborne

Philip Denham Cookes Prize for Drama  
Aaron Nichols

Turner Memorial Prize for Music   
Archie Batham-Read

Alison Bramley Memorial Prize for 
Mathematics   
Tristan Hall

Chaytor Pepper Prize for Classics 
(Classical Civilisation)  
Holly Heslop

Jeffery Lewins Prize for Technology 
(Design Engineering)  
Herman Fung

Housman Verse Prize    
Anya Butler

Staff Reading Prize    
Jagveer Uppal

John Hedley Memorial Prize (CCF)   
Kieran Brinn

Special  
Prizes 

Senior Boarders 
Alia Derriey and Paolo Romanengo    

Deputy Head Boy and  
Deputy Head Girl   
Kieran Brinn and Hannah Brock

Head Girl and Head Boy    
Archie Holder and Lydia Wright
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Tony Limbert Trophy    
Ben Turner

Tony Limbert was a pupil who made 
the most of the sporting opportunities 
available to him at Bromsgrove and 
the trophy dedicated to his memory 
is awarded to someone who has 
endeavoured to do the same in their 
time here.

Throughout his time in the Senior 
School, Ben Turner has embraced every 
aspect of sporting life. Committed to 
training and competition, his hard work 
and natural talent has meant that he has 
represented the School in almost 250 
fixtures over five years in six different 
sports. Ben came from the Prep School 
with a strong sporting reputation, and he 
was always expected to make an impact; 
that said, when others may have taken 
their talent for granted, Ben strived to 
do better with every training session, 
and desired to learn from every victory 
or loss. 

Whether it be on a pitch, in the pool or 
on the track, Ben has produced a range 
of skills, physical effort, determination 
and endeavour to help lead teams to 
County, Regional and National Success. 
A National Cup semi-final in rugby, a 
Regional final in cricket, National relay 
finals and a National 7s winner have all 
been achieved whilst also maintaining 
his academic standards to the highest 
of levels and an incredibly humble 
approach. 

Paul Sawtell Trophy   
Hannah Brock

It is difficult to overstate the impact 
of Hannah Brock’s contribution at 
Bromsgrove. In her two short years 
at the School, staff and pupils alike 
have come to admire her winning 
combination of enthusiasm and drive. 
This was recognised formally in her 
appointments as Head Girl of Housman 
Hall and as Deputy Head Girl of the 
School but it is the small, unquantifiable, 
day-to-day influence that she makes 
upon those around her, which marks 
her out as a Bromsgrovian of the very 

highest calibre. Like most successful 
people, she is able to reflect and act 
upon advice, whilst at the same time 
being confident in her own considerable 
abilities. She always makes time to assist 
in whatever she is asked to do and her 
maturity has enabled her to act as an 
exemplary role model for those around her.

Her willingness to immerse herself in all 
areas of School life is reflected by the 
volume and variety of extra-curricular 
activities that she has been involved in. 
From representing the School first team 
for hockey and athletics, she has also 
represented Housman Hall in rounders, 
hockey and swimming. Equally committed 
away from the sports field, she co-directed 
the House Drama entry, in the process 
winning the prestigious Best Director 
award. In addition to all of this, Hannah 
has consistently achieved impressive 
grades and was delighted to receive four 
offers to read Medicine, including her 
first choice of Manchester. Her choice of 
career is an excellent one: her empathy, 
enthusiasm and fierce determination will 
ensure that she will be outstanding in 
whatever field that she chooses.

An exceptional role-model, Hannah’s 
impact upon many pupils and staff will last 
long after she has left the School. We are 
confident that her many qualities will result 
in success wherever she goes and that 
she will continue to achieve exceptional 
things with her customary manner of 
graciousness and humility.

Ben Showell Memorial Rose Bowl   
Lauren Millburn

Lauren Milburn has made an outstanding 
contribution to the Performing Arts 
throughout her time in the Senior School.  
She has been one of the most reliable 
and loyal members of the Chapel Choir 
for the past three years, and was one of 
the founding members of the Girls’ Choir.  
She has appeared in three Senior School 
plays and took leading roles in both The 
Pierglass in 2017 and Grease in 2018.  

Over the past Academic Year, Lauren 
took direct responsibility for every entry 
that Mary Windsor made to the five 

annual Performing Arts competitions. 
As well as directing their plays for the 
Fourth Form and Senior House Drama 
Competitions, Lauren was also one of 
the two actors in their scene from David 
Mamet’s Oleanna.  In February, she 
oversaw entries in both the ensemble 
and soloist House Music Competitions 
and achieved great success in 
organising, choosing and conducting 
Mary Windsor’s entry for the House 
Unison Song Competition when she was 
awarded the 2018 Conductor’s Prize. 

Her effort and artistic achievements 
have been most impressive, and as one 
of the first performers to grace the new 
Cobham Theatre and the refurbished 
Concert Hall in Routh at the Grand 
Opening in 2017, we are delighted to 
recognise her commitment and success 
in this most prestigious award.

Kelly Bicknell Award
Andreii Lermolaiev

The Kelly Bicknell award is awarded to 
a pupil who has committed themselves 
wholeheartedly and consistently to their 
community throughout their time at 
Bromsgrove.  

The all-round nature of Andreii 
Iermolaiev’s efforts typifies his selfless 
and ‘can-do’ approach.  In his Boarding 
House, he has led by example for 
the past four years; always the first to 
volunteer for tasks, giving of his time 
and helping others.  

As a School Monitor, Andreii has been 
proactive and positive, an outstanding 
role model to others; a guide, front of 
house support, writer for the School 
magazine, academic scholar.  As part 
of Bromsgrove Service, he has shared 
his passion for science, teaching Prep 
School pupils and building their interest 
in the subject. 

His first-rate attitude towards his 
academic studies has led him to 
securing a place at the prestigious 
Cornell University in New York to 
read Computer Science. Typically, 
his acceptance into his university of 
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Cookes Prize     
Kieran Brinn

Some pupils inspire the confidence of 
others from day one, and the recipient of 
this year’s Cookes Prize is one such pupil. 

Kieran Brinn has a maturity that belies 
his years, and which has been apparent 
since the Lower IV; he also possess the 
balance of both loyalty and commitment 
to the cause, which has been the 
hallmark of many superb Bromsgrovian 
careers. Across so many facets of 
School life, Kieran has wanted to take 
advantage of the opportunities available 
with a wonderful mix of willingness, 
determination and humility. It matters not 
whether the role involves taking the lead 
personally, doing the unseen groundwork, 
or simply supporting others to play their 
part.

House life has been the perfect vehicle 
for Kieran – community is so important 
to him, and that has not dimmed as he 
became a senior, with equal concern 
for the plight of junior pupils as for their 
UVI peers and a sense of responsibility 
for creating a positive ethos in such an 
environment. He interacts equally well with 
staff and pupils in trying to ensure that 
culture. In the words of his Houseparent, 
he is a “guiding light for others to follow”.

That has been very clear in extra-curricular 
pursuits in Kieran’s final year. He has 
always been committed to any venture, 
but has risen to prominence as RSM in 
the CCF. At the recent Formal Dinner for 
this year’s CCF officers, the guest speaker 
was talking about leadership and asked 
the Cadet Officers to show whom they 
recognised with leadership qualities: all 
immediately pointed to Kieran. Such 
qualities have also been to the fore in 
his role as athletics captain – in a term 
when he has struggled himself with 
illness, his ‘duty’ to cheer on and support 
every member of his team has not been 
neglected.

His determination does not stop at the 
classroom door either. Hard work and 
endeavour is the default setting, and 
personal aspiration is clear in a student 
aiming to pursue a medical career, which 

choice did not stop there.  He has 
used the knowledge gained through 
the application process to help others, 
organising and presenting aspects of 
US applications to younger students, 
at lunchtime sessions and evening 
workshops.  

Andreii has found time both to lead 
the organising committee for the 
outstanding Cultures Connect concert 
this year and to captain the School’s 
Cross Country 1st team.  He typifies the 
idea of servant leadership.  

Housman Trophy     
Alia Derriey

This year’s winner has consistently 
excelled in her academic studies whilst 
enthusing those around her. Having 
gained a full house of top grades in her 
GCSEs, Alia Derriey has thrived on the 
IB Diploma Programme, relishing the 
challenging combination of subjects 
she chose. An excellent chemist who 
studied the subject more for showing 
her analytical skills than her love of it, 
she was nevertheless brilliant at it. She 
uses reading and the written word to 
influence and motivate others. Such is 
her enjoyment of learning as her driving 
force that positivity towards learning 
simply radiates from her.

She won the English and Media Centre’s 
Close Reading Essay Prize and was 
also the winner of the Scholar of the 
Year award at the Shine School Media 
Awards 2018 for being the Editor of the 
best School magazine nationwide. Her 
strong sense of social justice has seen 
her promote Holocaust education within 
the School.

She leaves us to take up a place for 
Liberal Arts at Barnard College of 
Colombia University – globally one of 
the very most selective universities and 
undergraduate courses. We have no 
doubt she will find a new home there, 
at an Ivy League university that seeks to 
see its students ‘change the world and 
the way we think about it.’

would reflect so authentically his innate 
personality. He has been a superb Deputy 
Head of School, embodying the values of 
service with an eye for detail and degree 
of organisation that has impressed all and 
enabled so many daily routines in the 
School year to proceed smoothly.

And, even at the end of the Summer 
Term, he impressed and charmed all as 
Guest Speaker at the Pre-Prep Prizegiving. 
Kieran would see that as simply giving 
something back to his School; for others it 
is further proof of the values that this prize 
espouses. 
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Academic 
Awards
IB Language A2 German    
Lina Schlinkheider   
 
IB Language A2 Russian A    
Polina Dzhgun   
 
Psychology    
Akseli Illmanen

Environmental Systems and Societies  
Nadya Durova

Theory of Knowledge   
Paolo Romanengo   
 
Extended Essay     
Lina Schlinkheider   
 
CAS Trophy    
Fion Tse    
 
Extended Project Qualification         
Gabriella Fraser

Extra-Curricular 
Awards
The Bernard-Hall Mancey Cup for  
Most Improved Musician 
Jenna Kam

The Vivian Anthony Cup for Musical 
Contribution    
Heidi Collie

The Janet Cockin Debating Cup   
Archie Holder

The T.E. Godwin Cup for the Most 
Improved Junior Speaker   
Alexander Krastev

Most Improved Drama Award   
James Gill

The Page Cup for Drama    
Tom Anning

Staff Junior Reading Prize    
Henry Scott

Outstanding Contribution to  
Bromsgrove Service    
Ellie Chan

CCF Awards
Best Army Cadet    
Christian Parris

Best RAF Cadet     
Harry Fussell

Sports Trophies 
and Awards
1st XI Cricket: Batting    
Jasper Davidson 
   
1st XI Cricket: Bowling    
Henry Marshall 
  
1st XI Cricket: Fielding    
Ben Fitzmaurice   

The Cosier Cup (Best Girls’ Team)   
U19 Netball team 

The Swatkins Trophy (Girls)   
Jessica Ward

The Swatkins Trophy (Boys)   
Thomas Maidment

Outstanding Contribution to Girls’ 
Games   
Lydia Wright

Outstanding Contribution to Boys’ 
Games     
Ben Turner

Sportswoman of the Year    
Tumba Katanda

Sportsman of the Year    
Sam Osborne
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English as a Second Language   
Kelvin Liu 

Classical Civilisation    
Katie Burke 

Drama    
Patricia Blessing 

Art    
Tina Cai 
 
Textiles    
Fleur Parris 

German    
Alek Florov
 
Business    
Scarlet Bond

Economics    
Vivianne Zhang
 
Physics    
Max Campbell

PE    
Siena Horton

DT: Graphic Products    
Emma Dolan

DT: Resistant Materials    
Arun Bahra
 
Dual Science    
Judy Haohao Wu

English Language and Religious 
Studies   
Jamie Cox
 
English Literature, French and Spanish  
Hannah Pover

Mathematics, Geography and Music   
Joshua Osborn-Patel

Biology, History, Chemistry and Latin  
Georgia Doohan-Smith 

Mark Reading 
Michaelmas 2018

Lower Fourth 
Subject Prizes 
English and Latin    
Sophie Pover

Mathematics    
Joseph Hong

French    
Oleksii Li

German    
Cameron Owen

Physics and Business    
James Humphries

Spanish    
Marta Wiewiorska

Chemistry    
Veronika Nikolaeva

Biology, Music and PE    
Sophia Meadows

History    
Fyodor Shashkin

Art, Craft & Design and DT    
Isabelle Oakley

Art – Textiles    
Paris Wu

Geography    
Hannah Hunt

Classical Civilisation   
Harrison Brown

Drama    
Anya Sanikop

Religious Studies   
Eleanor Boardman

English as an Additional Language   
Rungarun Sakura Kojima

Lower Fourth Prizes for Endeavour and 
Progress:  
Alec Abraham, Claire Gracey,  
Charlie Hodgson, Charlotte James, 
Henry Scott, Jake Wingfield 
 
Lower Fourth Prize for the Best Year’s 
Work:   
Alexander Ranger

Mark Reading 
Summer 2019

Upper Fourth 
Subject Prizes
English and Latin     
Sophia Eaton

French      
Isobel Scott

Religious Studies, Geography and PE  
Joelle Booth

German      
Cally Buxton

Mathematics, Chemistry, Business,  
Biology and Physics   
Irene Lo

History and Music    
Zoe Law

Classical Civilisation    
Charlie Costello

Art, Craft and Design    
Will Evans

Art – Textiles    
Portia Gallagher

Design Technology    
Katie Hannafin

Drama      
Donald Li

English as an Additional Language   
Jason Yiu

Upper Fourth Prizes for Endeavour and 
Progress: 
Ellen Ashton, James Bayliss,  
Charlie Bridgewater, Esme Elwell-Thomas, 
Charlotte Holden, George Vaughan 
  
Upper Fourth Prize for the Best Student: 
Vincent Li
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Salvete 
Elmshurst  
Callisto Bélie-Rebibo
Hsi-Yuan Chan
Wing Ming Chau
Craig Ditchfield
Mark Florov
Alexander Hewing
Gleb Iagelskii
Akarat Jindachotsiri
Wit Kamonchan
Martin Karavalchev
Jih-Hong Lo
Kai Nakamizo
Adomas Norkus
Jonathan Odebiyi
Louis Schuster
Mark Shchegolkov
Mark Sorokin
Amir Tukur
Daniil Ulasavets
Lodovico Willi
Tsz Yau Wong
Oleksii Yeremeyev
Zhilin Zhao
 
Hazeldene 
Charlie Atkinson
Edie Collard
Annabel Hoy
Isabelle Keavney
Josie Ward
 
Housman Hall 
Andrei Agapie
Eladia Alcoverro Gea
Hei Kiu Chan
Hei Yan Chan
Chun Kin Cheung
Harmonie Daniel-Umoh
Hin Fung Perry Fan
Laura Lucía Gradillas Talg
Portia Grainger-Jones
Dominykas Graudinis
Tik Wang Hon
Mert Incesu
Grigory Kozhukhov
Junko Kwok
Sophie Latsavong-Albone
Oleksandra Makarenko
Abubakar Monguno
Michika Montaldo
Chituru Ogbu
Karin-Ioana Petrescu
Ekaterina Rodina
James Scholar
Oluwaseun Soyannwo
Ireoluwatundun Soyebo
Julia Sturz
Elizaveta Vasilyeva
Eduardo Vitiello
Yury Volkov
Pannaporn Waeruwanatorn
Muxuan Xin

Elizabeth Whitehouse
Hannah Willis
 
Walters 
Joseph Munns
Oliver Stone
Subhaan Tahir
Ethan Walton
 
Webber 
Bayansulu Adilbekova
Leena Alahmad
Malcolm Berset
Bariş	 Çavuşoğlu
Ching Yi Chan
Hiu Ying Cheng
Elena Diz Caceres
Benjamin Gifford
Charles Hagan
Götz Hosie
Pete Kamonchan
Chun Ho Lam Dai
Pui Yu Lau
Philip Lucas
Ruike Ma
Farid Mir
Faris Mir
Daria Misiura
Hector Mur Lopez
Nichapa Ngernanek
Maria Ocampo Villegas
Eva Pavlova
Puttipong Pongchababnapa
Elena Rudgalvyte
Matthew Runciman
Tiwalayo Shonekan
Ben Sugarman
Jiaxin Tjhioe
Jiayi Tjhioe
Thanabodee Usap
Olga Vlasova
Jo Wing Ying
Hay Yee Yuen
 
Wendron-Gordon 
Matteo Achter
Ali Hassan Al-Mousawi
Jerry Cheung
Sze Yui Cheung
Théodore Gariazzo
Ivan Gordeev
Yuran Huang
Wai Ho Lam
Yifan Meng
Matei Militaru
Dariush Modaressi
Jan Morozov
Yuet Long Ng
Fabian Rohde
Mark Soltyk
Lok Yin To
Nurmukhamed Tokmukhamedov
Kiu Chun Tse

 
Lupton 
Isaac Bridge
Thomas Stephens
 
Mary Windsor 
Polina-Hratsiia Arakelian
Serena Cai
Hin Man Chan
Paola Djarova
Laura Floričić
Yuk Kiu Law
Zhihe Mao
Pattarachanon Ngernanek
Petya Nikolova
Leonie Sackers
Karine Treand
Theresa Vinals
Wilmina Weisner
Lily Wigglesworth
 
Oakley 
Mara-Sophie Billion
Sin Teng Chan
Zhiyun Chen
Hiu Laam Cheong
Mya Evans
Sophia Frumau
Kiyyah Grant
Pei Yun Hao
Katherine Harding
Wing Kei Kan
Jolene Zhi Ying Koh
Zara Kolberg
Maria-Ilinca Macadrai
Wenlin Mao
Anna Mitrofanova
Nadezhda Mitrofanova
Daniella Moore
Polina Oparina
Charis Pavely
Elisabeth Rieger
Mariia Savchenko
Sophia Shearrer
Radina Terziyska
Elizaveta Toropova
Anastasiia Ushenko
Taksaporn Waeruwanatorn
Angelina Zhang
 
School 
Owais Iqbal
Avneesh Kalra
Vincent Measey
Charles Wasley
Leo Worton
 
Thomas Cookes 
Martha Cross
Lucy Hatfield
Madeleine May
Prabhnoor Rayet
Emma Smith
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University Subject

Aberystwyth Zoology

Aston University Business Computing & IT 
 Business & Supply Chain Management 

Barnard (US)  Liberal Arts 

Bath University Architectural Engineering with Management  
 Architecture  
 Biomedical Sciences 
 Economics 
 Management  
 Mechanical with Automotive Engineering 
 Physics  
 Social Sciences 
 Sociology

Birmingham Conservatoire  Music 

Bocconi University, Italy Economics  
 International Economics 

Boston University (US) Astronomy & Physics 

Bristol University RG Medicine  
 Management 

Brunel University  Computer Science (AI) 

California Arts  Design 

Cambridge University RG Geography 

Cardiff University RG Business Management (3)  
 Business Management (International) 
 Business Management & Marketing  
 Economics & European Languages  
 History  
 Philosophy and Politics  
 Psychology  
 Religion and Theology 

Chicago (Canada) (undecided)

City University  Business Management  
 Economics  
 Investment and Financial Risk Management 

Cornell (US)  (undecided)

Coventry University Mechanical Engineering 

Durham University RG Business and Management  
 Industrial Chemistry  
 Law  
 Social Sciences 

Edinburgh University RG Medicine  
 Psychology and Linguistics 

Destination of Leavers 2019
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University Subject 

Exeter University RG Accounting and Finance  
 Biological Sciences  
 Business Economics (2)  
 Business & Management  
 Exercise & Sports Science 
 History  
 History and Ancient History  
 History and International Relations (2)  
 Law (2)  
 Mathematics and Finance  
 Medical Sciences  
 Natural Sciences 

Florida Southern College (US)  Business Management 

Hong Kong University  Economics 

IE Business School, Spain Business Management

Imperial University RG Biochemistry  
 Biological Sciences 
 Civil Engineering  
 Electrical and Electronic Engineering  
 Physics 

Keele University Medicine 

King’s College London RG  Biochemistry  
 Economics and Management    
 Philosophy  
 Physics with Biophysics  
 Political Economy  
 PPE  
 Psychology (3)  
 Religion, Politics and Society 

Kingston University  Graphic Design 

Lancaster University Law

Leeds Beckett University  Sport Business Management 

Leeds University RG English with Creative Writing  
 Nutrition  
 Sport and Exercise Science 

Leicester University  Biological Sciences

University Les Roches, Spain  Global Hospitality Management 

Liverpool University RG Business Management  
 Medicine (2)  
 Modern History and Politics  
 Pharmacology  
 Philosophy  
 Physiotherapy  
Loughborough University Accounting & Finance Management (2) 
 Industrial Design and Technology  
 Retailing, Marketing and Management 

LSE University RG International Relations   
 Management 



University Subject 

Manchester RG University Accounting and Finance  
 Geography  
 International Business, Finance & Economics 
 Management and Marketing 
 Mathematics and Physics  
 Medicine  
 Modern Languages and Business  
 Planning  
 Social Anthropology 

Newcastle RG University Pharmacy

McGill University (Canada)  Commerce 

Melbourne (Australia)  Commerce 

Northeastern University, US (undecided) 

Nottingham RG University American & Canadian Literature, History & Culture  
 Ancient History and History  
 Architecture  
 Criminology  
 Economics  
 Management (2)  
 Mechanical Engineering  
 Politics and International Relations 

Nottingham Trent University Business (2) 

 Business Management  
 Construction Management  
 Fashion Management  
 Journalism  
 Law (2)  
 Property Development and Planning  
 Real Estate (2)  
 Textile Design 

Oxford Brookes University Motorsport Engineering 
 Sociology 

Oxford RG  Law (2) 

Queen Mary University RG Biology 
 Business Management (2) 
 Economics  
 German with Business Management  
 Law 
 Mathematics, Statistics & Financial Economics  

Queen’s University of Charlotte, US Liberal Arts

University of Queensland, Australia  Veterinary Science 

Reading University Accounting and Finance  
 Pharmacy 
 Real Estate (2) 

Regents  Economics and Business 
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Destination of Leavers 2019
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University Subject 

Royal Agricultural University  Animal Science  
 Applied Equine Science  
 International Business Management 

Royal Holloway University Law  
 Management with Marketing 

University of San Francisco, US Finance

Sheffield RG University International Relations & Politics 

Sussex University  Social Sciences 

Swansea University Finance  
 Law 

Toronto University  Life Sciences

Tufts (USA) International Relations 

UAL  Art and Design Foundation  
 Fashion Management  
 Product Design  
 Sound Arts and Design 

UBC (Canada)  Interdisciplinary Studies  
 Management 

UCL RG Biomedical Engineering  
 Civil Engineering  
 Economics  
 History of Art  
 Pharmacy  
 Psychology and Language Sciences (2)  
 Statistical Science  
 Urban Planning 

UEA  Physiotherapy 

UWE  Sociology 

Warwick RG University Biomedical Science  
 Economics and Industrial Organisation  
 International Management  
 Management  
 PPE (2)  
 Politics and Sociology  
 Sociology 

Westminster University Film 

Worcester University  Sport and Exercise Science 
 Sport and Exercise Psychology 

York University RG Business Management  
 Economics  
 Economics and Finance  
 Psychology 

Work and Apprenticeships  Gowling WLG  
 PWC  
 Pilot Training  
 Superyachts
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The weekly Head of Year sessions have 
enjoyed a varied programme of external 
speakers, Inter-House competitions 
and smaller break-out groups to enable 
discussion over the course of the 
academic year. 

As in previous years, a key component 
of Head of Year has been the delivery of 
PSHE. Lower and Upper Fourth Form 
sessions have included; first aid, online 
safety, money and finance, prejudice 
and discrimination, mental health and 
contraception. Highlights of the year were 
an interactive presentation on Human 
Rights by Trevor Trueman (Amnesty 
International), an anti-bullying presentation 
entitled ‘The Boy in the Photograph’, 
talks on the History of the School and 
Bromsgrove School during WW1 by Mr 
Bowen and a magical science lecture by 
Matt Pritchard. 

The Upper Fourths enjoyed a riveting 
academic lecture on the democratic 
legitimacy and national identity of Pakistan 
and Bangladesh, delivered by Mr Ruben. 
Later in the term, Dr Rimmer spoke on the 
topic of finance and career aspirations, 
giving students an overview of salaries and 
budgeting. Students also had a ‘whale 
of a time’ with world record-breaking 
OB Lauren Woodwiss, who spoke about 
her rowing challenge across the Atlantic 
Ocean.

Head of Year 

Our Chairman of Governors, Paul West 
presented the topic of ‘Diversity in Policing’ 
to Fifth Form pupils and Mr Challoner 
considered the idea of ‘What it means 
to be British’. The Study Skills session 
explored Sixth Form life and what Fifth 
Formers needed to do to prepare for their 
mock examinations. New for this year was 
the CV and Covering Letter session, led by 
Claire Merriman from Aston University.

Head of Year sessions in the Sixth Form 
involve a wide and diverse set of lectures, 
activities and workshops to enrich the 
students’ academic, pastoral and co-
curricular provision. For the Lower Sixth, 
it is a time to think ahead and prepare for 
life in the Upper Sixth and beyond. With 
this in mind, there has been guidance 
on relationships, positive mental health, 
alcohol, procrastination, employability and 
a LinkedIn session with Old Bromsgrovian 
Jodie Poole. 

This year’s visiting speakers included 
journalist, Jeremy Hunter talking about 
life inside North Korea and a presentation 
on the National Citizen Scheme. Our 
Christmas lecture, given by one of our 
most renowned UK mountaineers, 
Stephen Venables on his ascent to Everest, 
was certainly a highlight. Our talented 
academic staff delivered super-curricular 
extension lectures in both the Michaelmas 
and Lent terms ranging from ‘Myths from 
Mesopotamia: Achilles & Gilgamesh’ 
to ‘The Thatcher decade - changing 
economics, real politics and cheesy music 
in the 1980’s’ and ‘Quantum Nonsense, 
Flat-Earthers and the Nature of Reality’. 

In the Upper Sixth, there were stimulating 
lectures ranging from ‘For there she was: 
Women, Writing and Work’ to ‘Augustus 
and Rome’. In addition, topics such as 
capitalism, economics, democracy and 
the digital age were engaging and thought 
provoking. 

Several UK and International universities 
have visited the School including Bath, 
Surrey, Lancaster and British Columbia to 
advise the Sixth Form in readiness for their 
forthcoming university applications. 
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Our Sixth Form students have been 
excellent role models during the Head of 
Year sessions, with particular thanks to 
the School Monitors for their thoroughly 
researched and highly entertaining 
‘Question of House’ quiz for all year 
groups. 

Inter-House debating was held at the end 
of Michaelmas Term and, as always, the 
standard was high; it was pleasing to see 
so many pupils represent their Houses. 
Celebrating individual success, the range 
of pupils who were awarded Headmaster’s 
Commendations at Assembly and Subject 
Prizes at Mark Reading continues to be 
impressive.

F Diver, E Johnston, S Ascough, T Johns, 
F Bateman
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Academic Review
Most Schools claim they value academic 
success but are aware of the absolute 
importance of pastoral care. The 
academics and the pastoral are spoken of 
as if they are two wholly separate issues. 
They should not be. I would hope that 
if there was a single keystone concept 
it was ‘kindness.’ I mean ‘kind’ not in a 
soft, liberal or laissez-faire way. ‘Kind’ in 
the sense of our relationships with each 
other and in our approach to the world 
of ideas. Perhaps as good a word to use 
is ‘engagement’ or even just ‘interested’ 
– again with the intention of suggesting 
engagement with each other and with 
ideas. The School is academic, but not 
dryly scholastic, it is friendly, but this is 
not to say that it is a holiday camp. The 
School also occupies a handsome site, one 
that should not be taken for granted. The 
aspiration at Bromsgrove is that all come 
to cherish three high quality relationships – 
that there is recognition of our tenderness 
of setting, a kindness to others and an 
engagement with ideas - for it is the 
breadth and quality of these relationships 
that make us a civilised and civilising 
community. 

Bromsgrovians should continue to 
learn, question and grow after they have 
shaken the hand of the Headmaster at 
Commemoration and bid farewell. We 
are delighted that so many have moved 
on this summer to challenging courses 
at competitive universities. Two-thirds of 
our leavers have joined Russell Group 
universities (an affiliation of research-
intensive institutions) and exactly one-
third to QS World top 50 universities. 
Thirty have taken up undergraduate 
courses at King’s College London and 
University College London, another 
dozen to Oxbridge, the London School of 
Economics and Imperial College, another 
dozen to Manchester, with another two 
dozen leaving to read medicine, law or 
architecture. Twenty students are taking 
up places at universities abroad, including 
at Ivy League Cornell and Columbia, 
Chicago, Toronto and McGill.  

To enjoy these opportunities, Bromsgrovians 
compete against the best, not just in 
Britain, but also across the world. The 
results achieved by the Upper Sixth in 
2019 were strong and should be a source 
of immense professional pride for all the 
School’s staff as well as our parents. This 
summer, just under a half of all A Level 
entries gained at least an A grade, and just 
over three-quarters at least a B grade. Our 
IB pupils averaged over 37.5 points, whilst 
those taking BTECs overwhelmingly gained 
a mix of Distinctions and Distinction*s. 
Ninety-eight EPQs, university style research 
projects, were completed to an almost 
universally high standard. Outstanding 
GCSE results saw 45% of all entries grain at 
least 8 points, by far our highest proportion 
of top grades, with two-thirds achieving at 
least a 7. 

These results are the outcome for all the 
sheer graft, self-discipline and rigour that 
had gone before. It is humbling that pupils 
have the maturity to take examinations 
seriously, but also in their stride 
whilst maintaining a sense of intellect 
inquisitiveness. 

Our thespians, debaters, musicians, CCF 
Cadets, rugby and netball players and 
those participating in countless other 
activities have achieved and grown so 
much over the year, but first and foremost 
virtually all have proven themselves to be 
serious students who deserve to be taken 
seriously.

P Ruben

B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N

115



B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N
116

B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N

117

Activities continue to thrive at the Prep 
School.

As always, artistic activities prove to be 
some of the most popular, with graffiti art, 
Spanish crafts and wire crafts being added 
to the always over-subscribed canvas 
painting, textiles, making history and 
sewing crafts. The fantastic pieces of work 
the pupils produce are displayed around 
School for all to see.

We have enjoyed a wide array of alternative 
sporting options this year including 
badminton, football, fencing, karate, 
clay shooting, horse riding, golf, Ultimate 
Frisbee and chess. The climbing wall is 
now offered to Prep School pupils for those 
who are feeling particularly adventurous.

Prep School Activities
Mr Sutherland’s goblin cart has had an 
exciting year culminating in a track day 
towards the end of June. The observatory 
has been opened up to pupils, offering 
an opportunity to capture photographs of 
distant nebulae and galaxies.

With over fifty activities on offer, and even 
more in the works for next year, there is 
truly something here for everyone.

M Turner
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It has been another busy year for Charities 
at the Prep School. Our hardworking 
committee of enthusiastic Year 8 
pupils worked together to organise and 
coordinate numerous fundraising activities.

In the Michaelmas Term, we were involved 
in the Birmingham City Mission toy 
collection. Pupils donated toys, which were 
then distributed to families in the local 
area. In addition, pupils enjoyed coming 
into School in non-uniform for Children 
in Need as well as our annual collections 
taking place during Harvest Festival and 
the Christmas Carol Services. 

Charities
The most exciting part of the year for 
our Charities Committee is Charities 
Week, taking place in April. This year, 
five charities were short-listed by 
the committee while the rest of the 
School voted after listening to a short 
presentation. The chosen charities were 
Worcestershire Animal Rescue Shelter and 
Midlands Air Ambulance Charity.

Charities week itself was a hive of activity 
– we enjoyed cakes, an incredibly soggy 
splat-the-teacher event and other stalls 
based around the School. The pupils 
managed to raise a fantastic £4450.69, 
which was shared between the chosen 
charities. 

A special mention must go to this year’s 
committee; Lola Hill, Emily Dyer, Kate 
Parmar, Lottie Brown, Lidia Belcuore, 
Georgia Hancox, Serisha Sunner and 
Henry Hoare.

S Jeffrey
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In the CREST Science activity, Prep School 
pupils have worked towards achieving 
a Bronze CREST award from the British 
Science Association. Pupils carried out 
their chosen projects to solve real-life 
STEM challenges through practical 
investigation and discussion. Well done 
to the following students who achieved 
the Bronze award this year: Tom Astle, 
Amelia Barnes, Gabriel Brown, Emily Dyer, 
Sebastian Hall, Nicholas Hunt,  Sophia 
Mills, Harriet Owen, Shaan Sanghera, 
Hamza Suleman,  Serisha Sunner and 
Kasemi Wokoma.

D Hepburn

CREST Award
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The Curiosity Club challenge was launched 
at the Prep School during the 2018/19 
academic year. This is a curricular 
enrichment programme that focuses on 
expanding and enhancing students’ skills 
through curiosity, choice and challenge. 

J Holden

Curiosity Club

B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N

121

The Prep School Eco Committee have 
worked tirelessly to encourage pupils 
to ‘reduce, reuse and recycle waste’. 
The committee held a charity book sale, 
organised both an Outdoor Learning 
Day and a Den Day, whilst ensuring that 
environmental issues were covered in 
curriculum lessons. The Committee have 
participated in many litter picks, inspiring 
other members of the School to become 
involved too. 

The committee have continued to improve 
our School grounds by encouraging pupils 
to use the recycling and compost bins. 
However, the highlight of the year was 
the planting session where pupils and 
staff alike planted saplings to make our 
beautiful grounds a haven for wildlife. 
I would like to thank this year’s dedicated 
Eco Committee for all their hard work in 
leading the initiative, which has enabled us 
to achieve much of our action plan. 

S Dakin

Eco Committee
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This year, we have been starting to prepare 
for the 80th birthday of the Preparatory 
School. During September 1939, the 
Senior School was evacuated to Llanwrtyd 
Wells and the first School Service took 
place in Llanwrtyd Wells Parish Church on 
Sunday, 1st October 1939. In the following 
September of 1940, the Preparatory 
School was established with just thirty-
three boys on roll. It is therefore very 
fitting that we hosted the School’s first 
Eisteddfodau in 2019.

Our first Eisteddfod, for Years 3 and 4, 
took place on in March 2019 in Cobham 
Theatre. On display in Maple Hall was a 
wonderful display of artwork, ranging from 
delightful dragonheads and eyes to smiling 
snowmen in an Arctic setting. All of the 
work displayed was colourful and creative, 
but the Jackie Morris Plate was awarded 
to Hugo Hodgkisson. The ceremony was 
beautifully introduced by Beau Langford 
and Sienna Ward, who were dressed 
in traditional Welsh costumes. The 
standard of the musical performances 
and poetry recitals was incredibly high 
and our judges, Mrs Western and Mr and 
Mrs Martin, had an extremely difficult 
decision. Caitlin Pridden was awarded 
the Bryn Terfel Plate for music and Grace 
Laurenson received the Richard Burton 
Plate for poetry recitation.

Later in the Lent Term, our second 
Eisteddfod to celebrate the Arts in 
Years 5 and 6 was held. This time, we 
introduced a poetry-writing element to 
the competition. Our young people never 
cease to amaze us with their confidence 
and eloquence, with poems ranging from 
Rossetti to Blake. Charlie Woollhead, our 
judge, had an incredibly arduous decision, 
awarding the Richard Burton Plate to 
Morgan Kirkden-Smith for his powerful 
and emotive performance of Do not go 
gentle into that good night.

Eisteddfod
The poetry recitals were scattered with 
a wonderful selection of musicians and 
musical instruments - We tapped our feet 
to the James Bond theme on the trumpet, 
were mesmerised by the gentle, pitch 
perfect rendition of Who will buy? and 
roused by Song 2 on the drums. Another 
gruelling burden for our judge, Hilary 
Holland, but the Bryn Terfel Plate was 
given to Beau Vaughan-Hawkins for his 
performance of Nostalgia in Time Square 
on the saxophone. The Jackie Morris Plate 
was awarded to William Shirley and the 
Dylan Thomas Plate for creative writing to 
Lydia Wilson-Marsh. 

Our final Eisteddfod, for Years 7 and 8, 
but also including some winners from 
the previous two events, took place in 
the Summer Term– the performers were 
flawless and raised the bar to a whole 
new level. We were delighted to welcome 
three guest judges; Charlie Clemmow, 
Old Bromsgrovian and star of BBC’s 
Doctors, was staggered at the calibre of 
the performers and encouraged them 
to always reach for the stars and have 
faith in themselves. Bowen Cheung was 
awarded the Richard Burton Plate for his 
quintessential recital of Shakespeare’s 
The seven ages of man. Ben Davis, a 
local musician, chose Ben Hornigold for 
his unique performance on the accordion 
and awarded him the Bryn Terfel Plate. 
The Jackie Morris Plate for Art was won by 
Yana Chan.
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The ’Chairing of the Bard’; a customary 
ceremony at any traditional Eisteddfod, 
heard the Master of Ceremony call for 
peace and truth in the world, as George 
Hastings took his rightful place on the 
Bard’s chair. His reading of the poem, 
which he had penned, caused a charge of 
emotion to surge through the audience.

We introduced the discipline of dance to 
the final Eisteddfod, which was judged by 
Stephanie Nicholls, a ballet dancer and 
local dance teacher. An all-girl finale, with 
an eclectic selection of dances, was a very 
well received by the audience. Isla Bird 
was presented with the Darius James Plate 
for her graceful interpretation of Sleeping 
Beauty.

The overall winner of all three Eisteddfodau 
was presented by our honorary guest and 
Llanwrtyd Wells resident Ainsley Jones, 
who enchanted us with her tales of when 
our boys were first evacuated to Llanwrtyd 
Wells in 1939. The Rees Cup, named 
after the first two boys to attend the then 
Bromsgrove Junior School, was awarded to 
George Hastings (Prep School Head Boy). 
The ceremony was brought to a close with 
Mr Jones reading Gweddi’r Orsedd, the 
time-honoured Eisteddfod prayer.

All three of our Eisteddfodau were a 
true commemoration of the Arts at the 
Preparatory School and our remarkably 
proficient pupils. We look forward to next 
year, as our new tradition continues.

S Cadwallader
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The Prep School’s Forest School has 
had another busy and exciting year, with 
the new site developing the woodland 
classroom into a real hive. Pupils from 
Year 3 and 4 have benefitted from their 
weekly sessions learning about the natural 
environment. The children have built a 
real connection with the world that we live 
in and have developed an appreciation 
for adaption and change together with 
assessing their own risks.

Taking risks is an important aspect of 
building an ability to be resilient. Pupils 
regularly climb trees, thinking about 
whether the branch is strong enough to 
hold their weight and if they are able to 
get down on their own. The Forest School 
team have shown commitment in allowing 
pupils to assess and take risks in a safe 
environment.

Food and the campfire continue to be a 
focus for all alike; pupils are developing 
their fire building skills and many can 
use the flint and steel to light the fire. The 
fire circle provides a sociable area where 
friendships are developed and it is a place 
of quiet reflection.

Teamwork remains a key skill in Forest 
School for both pupils and adults. Working 
co-operatively to achieve a common aim is 
a skill that we continue to use throughout 
life.

There is no such thing as bad weather 
in Forest School – with us all wrapped 
up in the winter and sheltered by the 
shade of the canopy in the summer, the 
sessions continue with the same level of 
commitment and enthusiasm.

Bromsgrove Prep School’s commitment 
to Forest School continues to build year 
on year, with sessions being supported by 
outdoor learning throughout the School. 
In Year 3 and 4 specifically, Forest School 
enables pupils to have the opportunities 
that they will remember for many years to 
come. 

S Dakin

Forest School
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The Gardening Club has gone from 
strength to strength this year, with the 
greenhouse now the hive of activity in the 
winter and early spring. However, as soon 
as the weather improves and the seedlings 
were big enough to be transplanted, these 
were planted into the six new raised beds. 
The club has grown in popularity and is in 
high demand all through the year. Expert 
knowledge has been passed on to the 
pupils by Scott (a Senior Gardener at the 
Senior School). 

The pupils have led the sessions from 
the design of the raised beds, to which 
plants to grow, to what they would like to 
do throughout each session. The pupils 
have been keen to grow fruit and we look 
forward to our first harvest of apples, 
grapes, kiwi, blueberries and even a fig. 
Throughout the year, pupils have held 
sales of crops and seedlings to raised 
funds to support the club. Pupils have 
enjoyed each stage of the growing process 
and were thrilled to be rewarded with the 
RHS Level 1 School Gardening Award.  
We are currently awaiting the results of 
Level 2. 

S Dakin 

Gardening Club
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In early January, the Prep School 
welcomed Sandy Hennis and Sophie 
Montagne to give a series of talks on 
their experiences as part of the Ice 
Maidens team. Sandy and Sophie spoke 
with passion and panache about their 
experiences as part of the first female 
team to ski across the Antarctic continent, 
coast-to-coast and using muscle power 
alone. 

Pupils from Year 3 upwards were 
transfixed by the talks – both Sandy 
and Sophie were able to emphasise 
the resilience that was needed and 
the teamwork required to achieve this 
remarkable feat. They spoke to the pupils 
about “what is your Antarctica?” and 
based on the answers to the questions, we 
are hopeful that we have inspired the next 
generation of explorers. 

J Holden

Ice Maidens
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During Prep School Kindness Week, 
pupils in Years 3 and 4 were asked to 
think about Aesop’s famous quote, ‘No 
act of kindness, no matter how small, 
is ever wasted.’ Everyone enjoyed 
painting rocks and producing cards with 
thoughtful messages, which they then 
placed around the School grounds and 
in the local community. Their first stop 
was to Bromsgrove Library, where dozens 
of kindness cards were hidden inside 
books within the children’s section. This 
was followed by a visit to Pre-Prep where 
messages were left for younger pupils. 

During the week, there was also an Odd 
Socks Day, reinforcing the message that 
we are all different but all equal. Overall, 
Kindness Week saw some incredibly 
thoughtful gestures with pupils recognising 
the kind actions of others, however small.

A Read

Kindness Week
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In remembrance of all those who died in 
WW1, the Prep School Photography Club 
visited the Memorial Chapel to capture 
the perspex figures, which were created 
especially for the 100th anniversary. The 
photographs were then edited to form a 
collection of very moving and reflective 
pieces of artwork.

M Griffiths

Photography Club
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The Prep School Pupil Voice initiative is 
going from strength to strength. Regular 
lunchtime meetings have taken place with 
representatives from the Day and Boarding 
communities across all year groups. 
A new constitution has been written 
encapsulating our aims, membership 
and meeting format. The pupils in the 
team voted for their Chairs, Fiona and 
Poppy, who have been valuable in their 
organisation and enthusiasm.

Key issues, important to the team, 
have been discussed and a survey was 
constructed and emailed to all Prep School 
pupils. The team are delighted that most 
of the pupils within the School took part in 
the survey making the results meaningful 
and very useful. Not surprisingly, the 
findings were extremely positive. 

Pupil Voice
The Pupil Voice members formed working 
parties to address issues highlighted 
by the survey.  They fed back to their 
year groups through meetings as well 
as through the intranet and on the Pupil 
Voice notice board. 

We are proud of our Pupil Voice and thank 
all the representatives for working towards 
making the Prep School an even better 
place of learning.

C Leather
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An important lesson took place for the 
British Heart Foundation’s ‘Restart a Heart’ 
day in the Michaelmas Term. Organised 
and run by Bromsgrove parent and 
paramedic, Lady Sham Porter, more than 
300 Prep pupils were taught basic CPR 
using first aid dummies. Lady Porter was 
supported by Jeff Doak from the police 
service at the morning sessions and Dr 
Nick Crosbie during the afternoon.

It is hoped that the basic training our Prep 
pupils have been given will stay with them 
and potentially save lives. 

Restart a Heart

The Timelessness of God 

A Reflection on Prep School Chapel Life

We live in time but God is beyond time, 
therefore we could say God is timeless. 
In Chapel though, we get a sense of both 
as we journey through the year. On our 
return in September, our thoughts turn to 
harvest thanking God for the food we eat 
and recognising our responsibility to help 
those in desperate need. Soon after this, 
our attention focuses on Remembrance 
and those who gave their lives for our 
freedom. Then we are into the season of 
Advent as we set our minds and hearts 
on preparing for the birth of God’s Son 
at Christmas. The New Year begins with 
Epiphany reminding us that God comes 
for everyone, even you and me, leaving 
nobody out. All too soon after this we enter 
the season of Lent reflecting on why, in His 
Son Jesus, God subjects himself to pain 
and death. At Easter, all our hopes are 
realised as Jesus rises from dead. Now we 
are assured that His light is stronger than 
any darkness, His love more powerful than 
any hate and His life will always triumph 
over death. Finally, we turn our thoughts 
to the end of the School year and our 
Leavers’ services after which everything 
starts all over again.

Being in Chapel draws us into the timeless 
nature of God. The readings, reflections 
and choir all touch our hearts and souls, 
assuring us of a love and a presence 
beyond the time and space each one of 
us occupies. For God comes to search 
for us, God comes to find us and the 
liturgical seasons of the year, each in 
their own way, remind us of a truth that 
can only be revealed through His grace. 
Now, perhaps, these words which we 
find towards the end of the Bible begin to 
make a little more sense, ‘I am the alpha 
and the omega, the First and the Last, 
the Beginning and the End.’ (Revelations 
22:13) 

Rev S Loone

Prep Chapel
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Another year of excellent results were 
achieved by our Year 8 students who took 
part in the United Kingdom Mathematics 
Trust (UKMT) Junior Maths Challenge. 
This is a prestigious national competition, 
run by the University of Leeds and aimed 
at top notch Mathematicians throughout 
the country. 

All of our students, out of 270,000 
pupils across the UK, performed 
admirably attaining between them: eight 
gold, fourteen silver and nine bronze 
certificates.

UKMT Junior Maths Challenge
The gold medal winners are:  
George Hastings, Yanbo Dong, Tom Astle, 
Arianna Okemuo, Nicholas Hunt,  
Rain Cheng, Zaeem Croce and  
Gabriel Brown.

Of these, George Hastings, Tom Astle and 
Rain Cheng qualified for the next level 
of award, The Junior Kangaroo. “Best 
in School” was awarded to Yanbo Dong 
whose outstanding performance qualified 
him for the ultimate tier, the Junior 
Mathematical Olympiad. 

C Roskell
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Year 4 celebrated World Oceans Day 
at the end of the Summer Term. They 
were immediately shocked to learn how 
polluted our oceans are, the effect this has 
on sea creatures and what they can do 
to help. Using recycled plastic material, 
Year 4s creative talents emerged with 
the making of some plastic bottle fish. 
The children were inspired by how much 
ocean exploration could develop in their 
lifetime; maybe we have some future 
marine biologists and oceanographers in 
our midst.

World Ocean Day
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At the beginning of June 2019, 
Bromsgrove School hosted the very first 
Bromsgrove Regional Round of the World 
Scholar’s Cup. The World Scholar’s Cup is 
a global academic competition and there 
are over 100 regional rounds all over the 
world, attracting thousands of competitors 
from ages 10 – 18. In addition to the 
teams from Bromsgrove School, we also 
welcomed St John’s School, Winterfold, 
St Joseph’s College, Hamd House and 
Tudor Grange Academy. During the first 
day, each team competed in debates, 
collaborative writing and the ‘Scholars 
Challenge’ (a 120 question multiple choice 
paper) all based around this year’s theme 
of ‘A World on the Margins’ and the six 
core subjects of Science, Humanities, 
Art and Music, Literature, History and 
Unsolved Mysteries. 

The competitive element of the round 
concluded on the second day with the 
‘Scholars Bowl’ in the morning, which 
is a team-based, interactive multiple-
choice quiz. In the afternoon, the scholars 
put on a talent show and the eight best 
debaters competed in a Showcase Debate. 
The weekend finished with the closing 
ceremony and awards were presented to 
the top scholars and teams in the various 
events. 

World Scholar’s Cup
In the Junior Division, the top scholar 
and team came from Bromsgrove School. 
Qualifying teams were then invited to 
attend one of six Global Rounds in The 
Hague, Sydney, Manila, Durban, Nur-
Sultan or Beijing. 

In the Senior division, Jake Wingfield, 
Harrison Brown and Charlotte James 
finished 77th. For the Prep School, George 
Hastings, Shaan Singh Sanghera and 
Nicholas Hunt finished in the top 50 (out 
of 600 teams). They also won numerous 
awards and medals including a trophy 
for coming overall 6th in the competitive 
writing, 12th overall for their debating 
challenge and a total of thirty-nine gold 
and silver medals for both individual and 
team efforts in each of the categories. 
Both Bromsgrove teams are now through 
to the Tournament of Champions at Yale in 
November 2019.

J Wingfield
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After Commemoration Day last year, Alia 
Derriey and I travelled to Stationers’ Hall in 
London where Alia had been shortlisted for 
the Scholar’s prize at the Shine National 
Media Awards. Anya Butler was awarded 
the runners-up prize for Best Illustration 
and Artwork. Alia won her category and 
returns this year as guest speaker. Anya 
has another shot at the Best Illustration 
and Artwork category and she is joined by 
Anna Huang who has been shortlisted for 
Best Cartoon.

To be an award-winning publication is 
testament to the strength of the current 
team who have taken over the reins from 
the Upper Sixth over the last year. Vivianne 
Zhang Wei has been an outstanding 
Editor and William Edwards continues to 
make each edition look better than the 
last. Regular contributors and occasional 
writers have continued to make 201 a 
diverse and vital read. 

201 Magazine

Senior School Activities

As I hand over the responsibility of the 
magazine to Mr Huckle, although I know 
it is good to give 201 a new direction, I 
will miss being part of a team of strong 
voices. When Alia suggested the initiative 
four years ago, neither of us could have 
imagined how successful, challenging and 
fun the journey would be. I am sure 201 
will go from strength to strength as a pupil-
led enterprise. The pen is mightier than 
the sword. 

V Adams
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Raising the profile of the archive has 
continued to be a focus for the club and 
this year students have researched and 
curated exhibitions in the Headmaster’s 
Dining Room on New Acquisitions to the 
Archive, Bromsgrovians during WW1 
and most recently The Housman Verse 
Prize.  The work of the students during 
the WW1 commemorations in supporting 
the curation of the Routh Hall exhibition 
and in photographing student responses 
to commemoration activities provides a 
valuable legacy; all WW1 commemoration 
activity is now in the archive.  

From oral historians to cataloguers, 
conservators to curators, Bromsgrove 
School Archive Club students are an 
amazing asset to the Archive and to the 
capture and preservation of Bromsgrove 
School history from past to present. 

N Thorpe

Bromsgrove Service Archive Club has had 
a great year with ten students providing 
high quality support to the archivist, 
deframing photographs, repackaging 
archive material and listing items on the 
archive catalogue. The repackaging and 
catalogue listing has been invaluable as we 
prepare for the move of archives from Old 
Chapel to the new Heritage Centre. 

In February, the group interviewed Old 
Bromsgrovian Mervyn Bramley who had 
previously donated his archives to us. The 
students were trained to set up and use 
the video recorder by Megan Griffiths and 
in oral history interviewing techniques. 
They planned interview questions and 
spent about an hour interviewing Mr 
Bramley, listening to him recount tales 
about his time at Bromsgrove in the 
1950s. Both students and Mr Bramley 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience and Mr 
Bramley’s interview is now part of the oral 
history archive collection containing hours 
of footage from former staff and students. 
 
An IB student has been working on one 
of the School’s earliest registers and 
mapping which parts of the country, and 
the world, students came from to go to 
Bromsgrove School in the early 1900s. As 
well as developing an interesting research 
resource for social historians, she has 
also used the work to contribute to a CAS 
(Creativity, Activity, Service) project

Archive Club
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Bromsgrove pupils, staff and members of 
the local community joined the School in 
remembering the Fallen on the evening of 
Sunday, 11th November 2018, to mark the 
100th anniversary of the end of WW1.

A truly unique and spectacular screening 
of the extraordinary and original silent film, 
The Battle of The Somme, was screened in 
Routh Concert Hall to a sold-out audience. 
The Imperial War Museum digitally re-
mastered the film and commissioned a 
score in 2016 to mark the centenary of the 
battle of the Somme. The composer, Laura 
Rossi, who was in attendance at the event, 
produced a very powerful composition 
which was expertly performed on the 
evening by The Orchestra of St John 
plus guest players from the School and 
conducted by Richard Jenkinson. 

Prior to the screening, Laura Rossi 
discussed the score and her approach 
to writing it, whilst Philip Bowen (former 
Deputy Headmaster and author of the 
book, Bromsgrove School At War) spoke 
about the pupils who fought at the Somme 
and in other battles during World War One.

Battle of  
The Somme  
Film Screening
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Beekeeping Club
During the Michaelmas Term, we focused 
on external visits to the apiary and an 
introduction to bees. Candlemaking in Mr 
Tasker’s biology lab turned out to be great 
fun: we rolled 100% wax candles as well 
as dipping them (using the Bunsen burner 
to melt the wax).

In Lent Term, the young beekeepers 
constructed their first flat-pack hive (with 
friendly support from the DT department). 
For many students, especially the Sixth 
Form girls, it was the first time they were 
doing a woodwork project independently. 
Mrs Eaton completed the last part of our 
first hive – the roof! Mr Tasker and Ms 
Jung got stuck in, too.

In February and March 2019, Dr Alan 
Woollhead (retired Head of Biology 
and master beekeeper) ran a series of 
beekeeping workshops for students, 
teachers and estates staff. Our self-built 
hive was used as a teaching tool and the 
students had a chance to pass on their 
hive-building knowledge to others. 
In May 2019, bees visited our hive for 
the first time. The team have run several 
sessions of “hive inspections” in order to 
teach the basics of beekeeping; Learning 
to inspect the hive and feeling safe in the 
bee suits has been key to allowing a larger 
range of students access to this activity.

Meanwhile in the School garden, the 
junior beekeepers have been busy at work 
transforming the hive artistically.

We’re buzzing! The first year of 
Bromsgrove School Beekeeping Club has 
been a huge success.

Bees and other pollinators are in decline 
worldwide; we felt we could do more for 
the environment, educate ourselves and 
others about bees and the ecosystem, 
as well as engage with the fascinating 
traditional skills of beekeeping. And so – 
over a year of ups and downs, excitement 
and a steep learning curve, we have 
become a beekeeping school.

In September 2018, a new extra-curricular 
activity was launched in the Senior School: 
a beekeeping club provisionally based in 
the School garden. 

The queen was prolific and produced so 
many new eggs: we were delighted to see 
progress in the growth of the colony in 
just a few weeks in May and early June. 
However, the hive became so busy that the 
bees decided to set up house elsewhere 
(swarming is a natural phenomenon in 
May/June), leaving behind only a small 
hive with a new queen bee cell. This hive 
is still rebuilding its strength with the new 
young queen – but in the meantime, we 
have given a home to a different swarm of 
bees in our second hive.

Hive 2 is now humming with activity and 
the new queen of hive 2 is beautiful to 
behold.

So, alas no honey this year – but we’ve 
been learning so much about bee 
behaviour, bee skills, bee management… 
and we are hoping to possibly take 
two hives into the winter. Our young 
beekeepers will be working towards the 
National Junior Beekeeping Certificate 
next year: onwards and upwards for 
the new generation of beekeepers at 
Bromsgrove School. 

Follow us on Twitter for updates on the 
Bromsgrove School bees: @BromsCAS

F Jung
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Biology students across the School have 
taken part in a number of competitions 
this year. Students competed in the 
Senior Olympiad, Intermediate Olympiad, 
Biology Challenge organised by the 
Royal Society of Biology and the Big 
Biology Quiz. Congratulations to those 
who achieved medals, including Vanessa 
Chou who accomplished a gold in the 
Senior Olympiad, a fantastic feat. Students 
have submitted essays to the University 
of Cambridge’s Rackham Essay Prize 
for Biology and a number of Fourth 
Form pupils submitted entries to the 
Annual Microbiology in Schools Advisory 
Committee Competition. 

G Wright

Biology 
Competitions
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Providing all Lower Fourth pupils with an 
introduction to outdoor education and the 
wide range of extra-curricular activities 
on offer at Bromsgrove, the Bromsgrove 
Badge Award is a stimulating and 
rewarding programme. 

From the annual Malvern Field Day at the 
beginning of the academic year, where 
pupils developed their teamwork skills, to 
a six-week course on respect, allowing for 
discussion on some challenging issues 
regarding gender, race and self-respect. 
Pupils also took part in a rota of eight 
activities, including photography, camp-
craft, navigation and public speaking, 
alongside an off-site visit to Aztec 
Adventure to test their teamwork and 
problem solving skills. The final part of 
the year included preparations for Lower 
Fourth Camp.

A Linehan

Bromsgrove 
Badge

This year’s Bake-Off competition was 
won by Lupton House, as judged by the 
Headmaster and Mrs Leversha-Clague.  
The theme was ‘well-known films’.  Their 
Shrek, lying in a swamp, had that extra 
creative element over the other entries 
that, for the most part, seemed to have a 
watery, nautical feel to them. There was 
more than one offering of each of Jaws, 
Finding Nemo and Titanic. The other 
entries were Up, Alice in Wonderland (the 
Mad Hatter’s tea party) and Psycho.

P Hedworth

Bromsgrove 
Bake-Off
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Service to the School and to the local 
community is an important part of life at 
Bromsgrove and our Bromsgrove Service 
activity has had another successful year 
with nearly 300 Bromsgrovians taking part 
in over forty different activities each week.
 
This year saw the introduction of our 
new Nursery activity where Senior School 
pupils helped support staff at a local 
nursery – and even taught the pupils 
some Mandarin and Bulgarian. We have 
also strengthened our links with our own 
Prep School; providing support to the 
Crest Science award, cookery, football 
and reading activities based at Prep, while 
offering science and crafting clubs in the 
Senior School. 

Outside of the School, we continue to be 
active in the local community; it has been 
a pleasure to include Heathbrook House 
Care Home into our weekly visits while 
still supporting our friends elsewhere. Our 
Crafting for Charity and Flourishing Fiver 
groups have been busy raising funds 
for Primrose Hospice – I have it on good 
authority that our handmade soap is as 
good as you will find anywhere!

I would like to thank all of the students and 
staff that have been involved in Service 
this year for their time and dedication to 
serving our community. 

P Woolley

Bromsgrove 
Service
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Being a volunteer at the Blue Cross animal 
sanctuary this year has been the most 
amazing experience. Seeing all the dogs 
get excited when they realise you are going 
to take them for a walk is the most heart-
warming feeling and makes a difference 
to their lives. Similarly, when visiting a cat, 
it is lovely to see them come out of their 
beds and hiding spots to greet you. The 
best feeling is when a dog or a cat who has 
been there for a number of weeks, gets to 
go home because even in that short time, 
you form a bond with them. 

I would highly recommend this activity 
because not only do you get to meet 
different dogs and cats, but sometimes 
you get the opportunity to sit with kittens or 
play with puppies. Volunteering has helped 
to take away all the pressures and stresses 
that come with School - even if it is only for 
a couple hours - because your focus shifts 
from your own needs to the needs of the 
animals you are caring for. Every week has 
been fantastic and I have enjoyed all the 
time I have spent there this year. 

Gabriella Brown

Blue Cross 
Animal Sanctuary
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CAS is at the heart of the IB, involving 
students in a range of activities that take 
place alongside their academic studies. 
The three strands are characterised as 
creativity, which helps students to explore 
ideas leading to an original product 
or performance, activity, which helps 
students engage in a healthy lifestyle 
and service, which is a collaborative 
engagement with the community in 
response to an authentic need. CAS 
broadens the mind, promotes teamwork 
and enables students at Bromsgrove 
to become actively involved in matters 
of international importance as well 
as considering issues within the local 
community.  

Creativity, Activity, 
Service (CAS)

There is a high-level of personal choice 
involved in the CAS programme and it 
often enables students to find an activity 
or cause they are really passionate about. 
This academic year, IB students have 
become involved in many community-
based projects and have thoroughly 
enjoyed the process. For example, a group 
of IB students organised a Christmas 
event for local elderly residents. This was 
a fantastic opportunity for students to 
work in a team and get involved in their 
local community. As this was such a 
success, students also organised an Easter 
Afternoon Tea event for elderly residents 
with crafts, cake and Bingo. Students have 
been active within the School community, 
raising money with bake sales as well as 
organising activities for younger students 
in the Prep School. In addition, there were 
two opportunities for students to extend 
experiences of service further afield and 
some students learnt about sailing and 
living with disabilities with the Tall ships 
trip, and to France by helping a local 
community. 

F Jung
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It has been a year since I was privileged 
to take over as Contingent Commander 
of the CCF, and we have had a busy year 
culminating in a successful Camp in 
Catterick, North Yorkshire.

Cadets have completed a three-day 
survival course with the UK Survival 
School. They learnt to live off the land, 
navigate by the stars, identify edible 
plants, and prepare and cook their own 
food, whilst living in make shift shelters. 
At the end of this, they were awarded their 
National governing body certificates. 

CCF
Pupils have also enjoyed a successful 
shooting weekend at Swynnerton Army 
Camp, where all year groups were able 
to come together to fire different weapon 
systems and learn about tactics.

The Upper Sixth Cadets have been 
outstanding leaders as usual - they have 
to be disciplined and mature in their 
approach to CCF, whilst taking charge of 
their fellow comrades. We teach leadership 
skills, but the emphasis is on them to be 
part of the team and to help the staff run 
the CCF. 

There have been numerous field days, 
from indoor range days to flying days with 
the RAF. All of which is only made possible 
by the dedication of the staff, including 
new members who have made the 
Contingent even stronger this year. 

At the end of each academic year, Cadets 
leave the comfort of their homes and 
Boarding Houses for the annual camp. 
Twenty Bromsgrove pupils travelled to 
Catterick where they fired rifles, took part 
in team building activities, completed the 
Krypton Factor assault course, lived out in 
the woods and trained to work in an urban 
environment. These were long days for 
teenagers during the summer holiday, but 
they did exceptionally well. We paired up 
with a State school from Bedlington in the 
North East, who had three Cadets taking 
part, and our pupils integrated with them 
extremely well. Everyone complimented 
our Cadets for their attitude, manners and 
effort.

CCF is not just an after School activity, it 
is about taking a chance; we encourage 
all our Cadets to go the extra mile and see 
where it takes them. 

J Farnes
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I recently spoke in Chapel about Doubt. 
Yes. Doubt… In addition, how important 
it is to have doubts – and when we do, 
it often causes us to ask some very 
important questions, and maybe to get 
some answers. 

When it comes to Faith in God, do I have 
any doubts? Of course I do. One man 
said to Jesus, “Lord, I do believe; help me 
overcome my unbelief.” (Mark chapter 9 
verse 24)

In my talk in chapel, I told a story of twins 
in the womb. One believes in life after 
birth, the other does not. The one believes 
in Mother, the other does not. 

The unbeliever, or doubting twin, in the 
womb said, “Well I don’t see Mother, so it’s 
logical that she doesn’t exist” 

The other said, “She is all around us. We 
are surrounded by her. We are of her. It is 
in her that we live. Without her, this world 
would not and could not exist.”

The doubting twin replied, “Well I don’t 
see her, so it’s only logical that she doesn’t 
exist.”

‘Seeing is Believing’ for most of us, most 
of the time. But sometimes we might have 
to believe before we see. A step of faith 
may be needed. Not a blind leap into the 
unknown but one small step. “It’s one 
small step for man, one giant step for 
mankind.” The small step might become 
a giant step as we begin to see some of 
the answers to those questions, but we 
may still not be sure; still have doubts, and 
that’s fine.

Chapel
Chapel Matters.

It is a place to have faith AND to have 
doubt. It is a place for questions and 
answers, thoughts and prayers, music and 
silence. It is a place to be with others and, 
for many, to be with God too. It is a place 
for some to BE in the presence of one who 
described Himself to Moses as the root or 
ground of all being, the Great I am. “I am 
who I am.” (Exodus 3 verse 14)

In response to the doubting twin saying, 
“Well, I don’t see Mother,” the other twin 
said, “Sometimes, when you are in silence, 
and you focus and listen, you can perceive 
Her presence and you can hear Her loving 
voice, calling down from above.”

Reverend P Hedworth 
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A busy inter-school debating circuit saw 
Bromsgrove teams compete in several 
national and international competitions, 
including the English-Speaking Union 
Mace, the Oxford Union competition, and 
the Winston Churchill Public Speaking 
Competition, as well as the Sajid Javid 
competition run by the local MP and 
current Chancellor.

The Junior House debating competition 
final, on university admissions, was won 
by the thoroughly deserving Oakley team, 
while the Senior competition was won by 
Mary Windsor following a final debate on 
modern slavery. 

Friday lunchtime debates allow any 
student to engage and participate in 
debating across the School. This year, 
particularly popular lunchtime debate 
motions included whether women should 
abandon feminism, whether Donald 
Trump is a worthy political leader, and the 
individual responsibilities of us all to tackle 
climate change.

To mark their dedication to debating, the 
following were presented with debating 
colours: Joshua Chung; Archie Holder; 
Akseli Ilmanen; Platon Kochetkov; 
Alexander Krastev; Grayson Leversha; 
Cristian Salagor; Tatiana Morikova; and 
Mikhail Shabalin. 

In recognition for his achievements in 
debating and public speaking, Archie 
Holder received the Janet Cockin Debating 
cup, while the T.E.Godwin Trophy for 
consistent effort and improvement was 
presented to Alexander Krastev.

R Whitbread

The Debating 
Society 
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This year has seen the highest number 
of pupils, 130 pupils in total, start Bronze 
D of E since it became voluntary at 
Bromsgrove School. Over the year, they 
have undertaken map reading, planned 
their routes and put their First Aid skills to 
the test. In May, the weekend expedition 
in the Peak District tested their newly 
found skills - the weather was kind 
and the pupils were keen and eager to 
complete their expeditions. Many have 
now completed their award and we hope a 
high number continue to Gold level in the 
near future.

Our Silver cohort consisted of seventy-
one Fifth Form students, thirty of these 
completing their volunteering section 
through the CCF, with the remaining 
forty-one using the wealth of activities 
on offer through Bromsgrove Service or 
outside activities such as; tennis, rugby 
and gymnastics coaching, helping Prep 
School students with their reading and 
visiting residential homes. The physical 
section was completed mostly by students’ 
participation in School games sessions and 
fixtures, although several also used clubs 
outside of School. Two students embraced 
the D of E ethos of trying something 
new and undertook SCUBA diving and 
ballet. The skill section is always the 
hardest for students to complete but it 
is nevertheless pleasing to see so many 
students continuing with or beginning to 
play musical instruments and participating 
in School productions. Baking and crafts 
were also popular choices, with one 
student making a crochet elephant. This 
year’s expeditions to the popular Long 
Mynd and Exmoor National Park provided 
spectacular scenery, fair weather and 
provided a stepping stone to Gold.

Duke of 
Edinburgh Award
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Fifty-five Lower Sixth pupils enrolled for 
the Gold DofE programme and throughout 
the year, they improved their navigation 
training to include more bearings work, 
intricate map details and understanding 
of contour lines in order to plan their 
expeditions. The Practice Expedition to 
the Lake District in April afforded some 
excellent weather compared to previous 
years and the Qualifying Expedition to 
Snowdonia National Park was equally 
stunning at the beginning of July. 
Collectively, our pupils have accumulated 
over 2000 hours of volunteering, mostly 
through CCF or Bromsgrove Service 
activities. A number have already 
completed their Residential section 
through attending cookery classes, 
CCF training camps or multi-activity 
adventure courses. Congratulations also 
go to the thirty-three Upper Sixth pupils 
who completed their Gold awards this 
academic year and await invitation to the 
Palace presentation for their certificate.

A Baker, J Farnes and L Newton
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This year, the Expedition Club enjoyed 
two weekend trips to Snowdonia, several 
local walks, trips to Worcester RedPoint 
climbing centre and two climbing wall 
competitions.

The first competition at Worcester 
RedPoint was for schools local to 
Worcester and it was the first of its kind – 
inspired by the introduction of the sport to 
the Olympics. We entered two boys, who 
thoroughly enjoyed the experience and 
came just outside the medal standings. 
The second competition was an inter-
house competition, on the Prep School 
climbing wall. This was also a first at 
Bromsgrove, organised and set up by 
current Sixth Form students. There was 
keen competition in which Housman and 
Thomas Cookes came out on top.

The first expedition to Snowdonia in 
October was for hiking and expedition 
training, under the guidance of our activity 
provider, Arete Outdoors. On the first day, 
we experienced and learnt how to cope 
with extreme winds in the mountains. On 
the second day, as the clouds parted on 
our route up the Glyders, we experienced 
the true beauty and majesty of mountains.
The second expedition, again to 
Snowdonia, was for rock climbing and 
is the highlight of the year.  We enjoyed 
some amazing locations and experiences.  
You can read more on our blog at www.
bromsgrove-school.co.uk/blogitem/1097.

D Tamplin

Expedition Club
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The Bromsgrove Service Flourishing Fiver 
group turned their crisp five-pound notes 
into £806 for Primrose Hospice by holding 
a range of fundraising events over the 
year. The students sold Valentine’s Day 
roses with a School wide delivery service, 
held two movie nights for Senior and 
Prep pupils and crafted items such as 
Christmas baubles filled with dog biscuits 
and sold them at the Worcester Cathedral 
trade fair. They also held a Christmas 
candy cane sale, a Christmas raffle, an 
Easter raffle, and finally, collected and 
sold international goodies and treats at 
the Cultures Connect Concert 2019. An 
excellent year’s work.

J Boonnak

Flourishing Fiver
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Futures has been enjoying the wonders 
of social media even more this year, no 
blogging or selfies yet, but after our foray 
into Twitter @BromsFutures (please do 
follow us!), we are now also on LinkedIn. 
The Old Bromsgrovian network has 
always been a key provider of advice and 
guidance to our current students, so we 
have now opened up direct contact for all 
OBs to link up with one another, and for 
current students to seek advice from those 
who have gone before them. Unfortunately, 
there is not enough room to name check 
everyone, but we are immensely grateful 
for the energy and enthusiasm given to 
current students. Currently, our LinkedIn 
job sector pages are only accepting Old 
Bromsgrovians and Sixth Form students, 
but we are considering ways of networking 
more with parents old and new as well.

The biggest event in the Futures calendar 
is the LVIth Higher Education Fair. 

From taking students off campus to 
visit the prestigious UCAS fair, we now 
have universities requesting to come to 
Bromsgrove. Over forty-five institutions 
were represented at the School, 
with parents and students collecting 
prospectuses from all over the UK. As ever, 
exhibitors commented on the engagement 
and maturity of our young people and next 
year we will have to find a bigger venue.

Futures
The student-led MedVet Society has 
provided valuable support for students, 
with Hannah Brock and Kieran Brinn 
planning a schedule of speakers and 
activities. Hannah writes, “It has been a 
wonderful year for the aspiring Lower Sixth 
medics, vets and dentists. Throughout 
the year, we have welcomed many Old 
Bromsgrovians to share their own career 
pathways and application advice. A huge 
thank you to all of you for giving up your 
time. The society has also held talks 
regarding the economics of the NHS, run 
teamwork exercises, personal statement 
workshops, and UCAT and BMAT sessions. 
We wish the Lower Sixth the best of luck 
with their applications and welcome the 
new heads of the MedVet society, Mulan 
and Shams.”Due to the success of the 
MedVet Society, we decided to create a 
new Law Society.  Dolly Xu and Grayson 
Leversha were its founding members 
and Grayson writes, “The Society was 
established with eight pupils intending to 
read Law at university. 

B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N

151

With fortnightly meetings, the Society 
welcomed speakers such as Chartered 
Trademark Attorneys, resident Judges 
and Old Bromsgrovians who are currently 
studying or practising Law. Each speaker 
gave tips on UCAS applications, advice on 
how to secure work experience, and also 
an account of their daily lives in order to 
provide students with an image of working 
in the legal profession. Furthermore, the 
Society hosted a Legal Writing Course 
generously led over four weeks by OB Aled 
Luckman, which gave students first hand 
advice on legal essay writing and legal 
problem questions - providing them with a 
head start to their HE studies.”

UK, international and apprenticeship 
applications demonstrate the varied 
pathways that Bromsgrovians successfully 
embark upon.  Praise is given to all 
parents, OBs, staff and visiting presenters 
that have inspired and supported our 
students to make the #NextStep @
BromsFutures.

Z Leech
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The University of Warwick ran their annual 
Sustainable Development competition, 
with Bromsgrove’s Geography department 
thrilled that Kitty Luscombe and Jamie Cox 
reached the final of this competition. Both 
students are going to read Geography at 
university and their passion for the subject 
was evident in their outstanding essays.

E Gill

Geography Essay 
Competition
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The theme of the Geography department’s 
photo competition this year was to show 
the “Physical Geography in their lives”. 
There was a wide a range of photos from 
volcanoes in Italy, Egrets in Florida’s 
mangroves and waterfalls in the Lake 
District.

Geography Photo Competition
First place was awarded to William 
Bayliss in Lower Fourth for his photo of 
“The Hidden forest” on a beach close to 
Aberdovey, Wales. 

Second place was awarded Henry Scott 
(Lower Fourth) for capturing a fascinating 
waterfall.

Third place was awarded to Luke Weller 
(Fifth) for a lovely photograph taken at 
Arthur’s Seat in Edinburgh.
 
Highly commended went to Ellie Roskell 
(Upper Fourth), Kate Stepanova (Fifth), 
Ben Turner (Upper Sixth) and Vivanne 
Zhang Wei (Lower Sixth)

E Gill

First Place “The Hidden Forest” – 
captured by William Bayliss 

This photograph was taken off the west 
coast of Wales in the UK, on the beach 
between Aberdovey and Tywyn.

The storms that hit the Welsh coastline 
in January 2014 caused thousands of 
pounds of damage to coastal defences and 
buildings but those storms did uncover 
four-miles of ancient woodland stretching 
between Tywyn and Aberdovey that had 
previously been submerged beneath the 
sand and shingle.  
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Oakley House raised a fantastic £5000 
over the year for children’s cancer charity, 
Kidscan. Kidscan Children’s Cancer 
Research is a Salford-based charity that 
funds and manages research into new 
and improved treatments for children with 
cancer. 

Oakley’s Charity Monitors, Georgie Muscutt 
and Sophie Roy, have led the year’s 
fundraising events which included a quiz, 
parkrun, sports day, non-uniform days 
and raffles. This is a phenomenal amount 
raised for a very worthwhile cause. The 
girls chose the charity at the start of the 
year and the whole House, students, staff, 
and parents at home and overseas have 
been so generous in their support.

V Adams

Kidscan

‘On acres of the seeded grasses / The 
changing burnish heaves;’ These were the 
lines (from A.E. Housman’s Last Poems) 
chosen to inspire entries for the 2019 
Housman Verse Prize on the topic of 
‘changes’. 

A wide range of thoughtful, passionate and 
beautifully-crafted poems were submitted, 
contemplating similar changes in nature, 
but also personal growth, loss, changes in 
direction and political change. Teachers 
chose a variety of personal favourites, but 
the Prize was awarded to Anya Butler, for 
an entry which was certainly charming and 
witty, but more thought-provoking and less 
simple than it first appears. 

Old Mr Blair

Old Mr Blair sat in his armchair
And said “this is the perfect day.”
With newspaper in hand, and snacks on 
the stand
He would have it no other way.
See, this old-fashioned man had perfected 
his plan
to obtain the ultimate treat:
Why settle with change when you can 
arrange
to never leave the seat!

Things started off well as the crossword 
was done
and vouchers removed with a snip,
but a few minutes past and the fun didn’t 
last
as he heard a Drip. Drip. Drip.
He turned to the left and he turned to the 
right 
but the source of the dripping was 
nowhere in sight.
With a shrug of his shoulders, he leant 
back and sighed, 
He returned to the piece on what foods are 
best fried.

But the dripping kept going, it just 
wouldn’t stop
and suddenly - his head felt a drop.
It seemed water had leaked from the 
neighbouring floor. 
Doris had left the bath running before.

Housman Verse Prize
Old Mr Blair was stubborn as dirt,
and he grumbled that, “Nothing could ever 
divert
me from my newspaper reading today,
not even a bath with its contents astray.”
He munched on his biscuits and sipped 
on his wine,
he thought to himself, “I’m sure this is 
fine.
If I just wait it out then the drips will stop 
soon
And I can keep focus on my afternoon.”

Ink started to bleed so he struggled to read
as the water kept drip-dripping down.
His paper was soggy, his slippers felt 
boggy
when squelching his toes in the brown.
Soon it lapped at his ankles but don’t be 
alarmed!
Mr Blair still felt sure that his day was 
unharmed.
Not a thing on the planet could ruin his 
aim
Which was keeping his lifestyle exactly the 
same.

Now waist-deep in water, it still on the rise,
He hadn’t a single concern,
But reaching his shoulders, a twinge of 
surprise 
made him frown and his stomach churn.
The biscuits had floated away from the 
stand
and the newspaper crumpled like 
clutching at sand.
The water had swept the old man from his 
chair,
He grabbed at the thing but was left in 
despair.

Eventually all that was left in the flat
Was old Mr Blair and his pride.
His head hit the ceiling and he had the 
feeling
that he shouldn’t have stayed inside
“Is Doris ok? Am I going to drown?
This is not how I planned for my day to go 
down.”
Mr Blair remained still as his dream fell 
apart.
He wished he just dealt with this right at 
the start.

by Anya Butler
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English students in Year 12 enjoyed a visit 
to a local cinema to watch The Hate U 
Give and a trip to a London theatre to see 
the production of The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night-Time. Both visits 
supported their understanding of these 
books, which they have been studying in 
class. 

In the Sixth Form, over forty Year 12 and 
13 international students took their IELTS 
examination and successfully gained the 
English grades they need for their chosen 
universities. Our Year 10 EAL students 
presented Chinese New Year to Nursery, 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils at 
Pre-Prep, a highlight of the year for all. 

Our Year 4 and Year 8 EAL pupils took 
their Preliminary and Key English language 
tests respectively and we were delighted to 
receive a brilliant set of results. 

This year, the International department 
has been supporting Worcester University 
PGCE students and School Direct students 
by hosting three initial teacher-training 
days in EAL and giving trainee teachers 
the opportunity to observe EAL lessons 
and meet our international students.

J Boonnak

International 
Centre
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This year saw Bromsgrove’s kitcar team 
at the World finals at Rockingham Motor 
Speedway in Northampton.

The World finals was slightly different to 
the other races in that teams only had one 
race to win the title instead of the usual 
two. As the cars went out, with Polly in the 
driver’s seat, Bromsgrove pulled a huge 
distance away around the first corner, 
followed by the other fifty-four race cars. 
After the first driver change, the team had 
set a fastest terminal speed for the track 
of 29.0mph which was nearly 2mph more 
than the current record. Aggie then added 
a fastest lap of 3m 3s to the records by 
beating the current lap record of 3m 15s. 
With the batteries fading, Noah nursed 
the Chicken home with over a lap ahead 
of second place, two laps ahead of third 
place and three laps ahead of fourth place. 
The team then set the distance record for 
the track of 36.8 miles.  The team enjoyed 
an impromptu lap of honour and cheered 
Noah across the line when he eventually 
returned. 

Kitcar Final 
Champions

The team collected the trophy and a bottle 
of non-alcoholic fizz, which was promptly 
sprayed all over the podium teams. During 
the scheduled presentation (not knowing 
beforehand that we would be the winners), 
Mr Matthews, Mr Broadbent and the team 
presented every secret they knew in a bid 
to make the races more challenging and 
to move a kitcar into the top 10 of the F24 
series. The drivers and pit crew presented 
beautifully, and a comment was made by 
another member of the twenty-year old 
Greenpower team that their presentation 
was the best he had seen at an event in 
the two decades he had been attending.  
High praise indeed.

The second day began with high winds 
and heavy rain, which played havoc for all 
the teams involved. There were eighty cars 
on the start grid in the F24 finals, which 
made a crowded start to race one.
Team Manager Hamish piloted the car 
through the first few laps without hassle, 
before handing over to Polly and Aggie for 
the rest of the race. Bromsgrove clocked 
up a distance of 32.3 miles, finishing tenth 
overall in F24 and second in the Kitcar 
class.  
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For race two, the same drivers as the 
Kitcar finals went out and started well, 
keeping ahead of the other Kitcar teams 
until they hit battery issues and then fell 
to thirty-sixth position. This did not matter 
however, as their first race distance was 
good enough for them to achieve second 
place Kitcar and seeding eighteenth. 
This was a great weekend of racing, 
and a real heart stopper at times, but 
Bromsgrove emerged as World Kitcar 
Champions and showed the rest of the 
series that the Chicken will soon be 
bearing down on the top 10 F24 cars in 
the near future. 

I would like to thank the team members for 
a flawless weekend: Team Manager and 
driver Hamish Sutherland; Drivers Polly 
Dakin, Aggie Warner and Noah Rogers; 
Engineers and pit crew, Jeffery Soo, Luke 
Weller, Howard Goldstraw; Lead engineer 
Mr Matthews; Senior team advisors and 
mascot wearers Will Edwards and Scarlett 
Bond. 

I would also like to offer special thanks to 
NS Optimum, Gorilla Glue UK, 4QD and 
BAL Aluminium for their continued efforts 
and support of our little race team, we 
could not do it without you.

S Broadbent

Photos: Jamie Sheldrick
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In the final half term of the School year, 
Lower Fourth pupils embarked on a 
four-day camp to Symonds Yat. With the 
weather against them, they undertook 
various activities including a 17km walk as 
part of their practice Duke of Edinburgh 
Bronze Award. During this time, they 
cooked their own evening meal, which 
demonstrated some of the skills they learnt 
during Bromsgrove Badge. Alongside their 
expedition, they also partook in activities 
such as caving, kayaking, canoeing 
and high ropes courses. Teams worked 
together to create rafts which they then 
took on to the River Wye to compete in 
games against each other. 

Throughout the two camps, the Lower 
Fourth demonstrated determination, 
tenacity and resilience, all skills that 
they will require in both academia and 
extra-curricular pursuits going forward. 
Everyone departed the camp proud of their 
achievements in challenging conditions 
and with many memories – it was a great 
way to end the year.

A Linehan

Lower Fourth 
Camp 
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Fifty years after Neil Armstrong first set 
foot on the Sea of Tranquillity, one could 
look down, as he did, on our astonishing 
world and see cobalt and emerald 
concord, shrouded in silence. Yet the 
jabbering, conflicting noise of humanity as 
one neared the surface would confuse and 
appal. This last year has not seen a people 
at peace. From Brexit and the Gilets 
Jaunes, via plastics pollution and cyber 
terrorism to the protests in Hong Kong 
and horrors of Syria, even to Avengers: 
Endgame, our race has seemed mainly to 
shout, to consume, to be scarred by either 
absolute triumph or utter defeat.

All of this was discussed in the Marmite 
Society – interdisciplinary seminars for 
elite Gifted and Talented students – the 
able, the engaged, the curious. During 
these seminars, it was heartening to 
observe a contrast to the Zeitgeist:  not 
conflict, but the best of human qualities 
– dialogue, compromise, conversation, 
listening, the desire to learn – and, as 
ever, hard work and kindness. From Year 
6 Taster discussions to Upper Sixth Form 
university interview sessions, Marmite saw 
plenty of Love and Hate – but for ideas, all 
framed in a spirit of enthusiasm and good 
humour. 

The first shared event of the year was our 
postponed Marmite ComicCon and Pizza 
Party. This included a screening of The 
Martian, guest student speakers on the 
theme of ‘Wonder Women and Super Girls’’ 
(as is surprisingly subtly addressed in the 
film), and the Marmite Society Awards.

In the Prep School, a remarkably engaged 
and enthusiastic group of Year 7 & 8 
students pursued three courses asking 
‘Who are your three most influential role 
models?’… ‘In a Zombie Apocalypse, 
which of your skills would be most 
useful?’and ‘What’s more important – art 
or science?’. Learning skills included 
sharing opinions, positive self-reflection, 
and analytical thinking. The Year 6 taster 
course was ‘That’s Not Appropriate.’ 
inquiring ‘Are kids scared by what grown-
ups think is scary?’ 

The Fourth and Fifth Form interdisciplinary 
courses were entitled ‘What am I 
looking at?’, ‘Television Can Change 
the World (Assumptions, Conventions, 
Connections...)’ and ‘Who’s In Charge? 
(Individual: Collective/Free Will: Destiny)’. 
Texts discussed included the paintings 
of Norman Rockwell; Metro Architecture: 
Paris, Trains and Art Nouveau;
Entropy: Science, Vocabulary and 
Disciplines; Instagram; Armando 
Iannucci’s BAFTA Lecture - The Fight for 
Independence, Roman Holiday (1953), 
The Matrix (1999), The Incredibles (2004) 
and Jaws (1975). Students honed a range 
of scholastic and research abilities, even 
when attendance was tricky,

The Lower Sixth course, ‘Nature and 
Culture’, was consistently lively, good 
humoured, passionate and well-
attended. These interdisciplinary sessions 
considered assumptions about art and 
science, the natural and the cultural. 
Students discussed texts ranging from 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest, Frankenstein 
by Mary Shelley and Jane Eyre by 
Charlotte Bronte to the ballet Giselle, the 
paintings of Degas, Vogue, Barbie, Planet 
of the Apes, Blade Runner, The Matrix 
and Donnie Darko, and the ethics and 
methodology of scientific experimentation. 

Our most senior students in the Upper 
Sixth were invited to pre-interview sessions 
entitled ‘Say Something’. Participants 
demonstrated some impressive, speedy 
and divergent super-curricular thinking 
and knowledge.  

Following on from The Martian, a little rest 
and relaxation was offered through Movie 
and Pizza Nights including Black Panther 
(2018), Little Shop of Horrors (1986), The 
Man Who Knew Infinity (2016) and Apollo 
13 (1995).

Marmite Gifted & Talented 

Finally, the annual Oxbridge Trip, in June 
this year, returned to Cambridge, with a 
group of students representing Marmite 
and our highest academic achievers. 
With Mr Beet and Dr Ruben they visited 
colleges and experienced and understood 
Oxbridge entrance and life, including the 
Fitzwilliam Museum, King’s and Robinson 
Colleges. 

In 2019/20, the Marmite Society will 
continue to explore clashes, embrace 
evolution, curate what is best and change 
what does not work. From neophytes to 
veterans, all will tread carefully on the 
surface of their worlds. Like the greatest 
of explorers, we hope to leave nothing that 
does damage, to take nothing that is not 
ours, and to be… astonished. 

M Ruben
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Thirty Fifth and Sixth Form pupils took part 
in a day of legal workshops culminating in 
a mock trial with Law Firm, Harrison Clark 
Rickerbys.  The judge overseeing the trial 
was Old Bromsgrovian Ally Taft (Thomas 
Cookes 1988-1993).  

It was fabulous to see the students interact 
with representatives from Harrison Clark 
Rickerbys. The theatre of the trial did 
not disappoint, and there were great 
and convincing performances from our 
students.  For many it was a super addition 
to their personal statement, but for the 
younger students it was confirmation of the 
path they wish to follow.

One student commented,
I just wanted to take the time to tell you 
how thankful I am that the School made 
the Law Workshop possible. I cannot put 
into words how much I enjoyed the day, 
and it has fuelled my passion for law to 
an even greater extent. It was such an 
amazing and rare opportunity to be able 
to do this and has given me such a great 
insight on what I want to become in the 
future. 

Z Leech

Mock Trial Day

Model United Nations gives students 
the chance to debate global issues from 
different perspectives, as they role-play 
countries and respond to pertinent 
international crises. In an international 
school such as Bromsgrove, this adds an 
exciting new dimension to debating, as 
students enjoy researching and arguing 
from specific perspectives and viewpoints.

Bromsgrove MUN (BroMUN) has 
continued to run both Junior and Senior 
activities twice a week. Delegates at each 
practice were invited to select a global 
‘crisis’ and then challenged to solve these 
through teamwork and co-operation, 
from the perspectives of their respective 
countries. MUN allows students to discuss 
issues and suggest possible resolutions 
in a relaxed and supportive atmosphere, 
and it has been wonderful to see how well 
they have developed their speaking and 
listening skills throughout the year.

Topics discussed this year have included 
territorial disputes in the South China 
Sea, the role of economically developing 
countries to further LGBT rights, and the 
international response to Brexit. One of the 
most thought-provoking issues debated 
this year was the rebuilding of Syria 
following the devastation spread by ISIS. 
Students represented countries including 
Syria, Russia and the United States to 
debate possible solutions to the political 
and humanitarian crisis. 

R Whitbread

Model United 
Nations
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At Commemoration for the last five years, 
we have had the Roll of Honour read out 
for those Old Bromsgrovians who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice during the Great War 
(1914-1918) a hundred years before, 
names which were first recalled in School 
a hundred years ago from 1915-1919. 
At this year’s Commemoration Service, 
the Head Girl read the list of names of 
Old Bromsgrovians who had died from 
September 1918 to the end of the war and 
afterwards because of their injuries. It has 
been important to ‘remember them’ as a 
School, ‘lest we forget’.

Prior to this year’s Commemoration, on 
6th June 2019, we remembered Old 
Bromsgrovians who lost their lives in the 
D-Day landings in 1944. Although we 
remember each year at Remembrance all 
those who died in the First and the Second 
World Wars, on the 75th anniversary of 
D-Day, the School heard about the two 
Old Bromsgrovians who lost their lives on 
D Day:

Lieutenant Thomas David Yates of the 
Royal Marines (Elmshurst 1935-1939) 
died aged 22 and is buried at Bayeux 
War Cemetery.  His landing craft was 
incapacitated in the attack, and he was 
killed attempting to reach the shore under 
heavy enemy fire. 

Lieutenant Samuel Morris Green, Royal 
Army Medical Corps, left Wendron House 
in 1937 and went to study medicine at 
Liverpool University.  On qualifying, he 
immediately joined the RAMC.  He was 
killed shortly after landing – he was 23. He 
is buried at Hermanville War Cemetery 8 
miles north of Caen. 

‘They shall not grow old, as we that are left 
grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years 
condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the 
morning
We will remember them.’  

(Laurence Binyon 1869-1943)

Reverend P Hedworth 

Remembrance
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In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky,
The larks, still bravely singing, fly,
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

By John McCrae, May 1915

Remembrance Poppies Project
It was time for our current Bromsgrovians 
to preserve the memory and pay respect 
to the Old Bromsgrovians who had gone 
before them. A group of Bromsgrove 
Service students worked on a yearlong 
project alongside the Headmaster, School 
Archivist and Bromsgrovian Office to 
design and manufacture bespoke poppies 
in remembrance of the sacrifice they 
made for our freedom. Each poppy was 
individually handcrafted with the School 
crest, name of the former student or 
teacher and either their regiment or the 
medal bestowed upon them. Ninety-six 
service men lost their lives either in the 
war or due to the effects of war and with 
the youngest being a mere 19 years old, 
the significance of this was not lost on 
the group who felt humbled in the role of 
creating this act of remembrance whilst 
also ever proud a Bromsgrovians.

E Densem
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Twelve students from Housman Hall 
gathered and boxed roughly 3000 
textbooks from around the School for 
the charity, School Aid. School Aid send 
them on to under-resourced communities 
in Lesotho, Malawi, South Africa and 
Tanzania. The books are then used to 
stock libraries, run literacy programmes 
and hold after-school reading clubs. 
Well done to our pupils on such a great 
initiative.

School Aid

The #BromsBSL activities continue to 
go from strength to strength. This year, 
many Prep and Senior School students 
learned basic British Sign Language 
and gained an understanding of deaf 
culture. Our relationship with Sense, the 
National charity for people with complex 
issues needs such as deafblindness, has 
developed further. We now have monthly 
volunteering visits whereby we support 
teenagers to access activities such as 
bowling and adapted cycling. Additionally, 
our Sign Language Cafe is hosted in Café 
1553 every third Saturday of the month 
and attracts visitors from all over the West 
Midlands. Everyone is welcome, so please 
do join us.

D Rimmer 

Sign Language

This year’s Robotics team took the aptly 
named “Broms Rover” to Stowe School 
for the annual VEX Robotics international 
contest. The competition features a 
different challenge each year, and requires 
designing, building and programming a 
bespoke robot purely for that task. This 
year’s game, Turning Point was a highly 
complex one, featuring multiple ways of 
scoring and many routes to victory: firing 
balls at targets; dominating a central 
zone; and pushing flags to mark territory. 
This made it almost as strategic as it was 
technical, so our pupils did particularly 
well to make it through the preliminary 
stages and into the final sixteen knockout. 
Unfortunately, Bromsgrove did not make 
the quarter-finals, but they learned a huge 
amount in the process, and will be well 
placed to take on the challenges next year. 

The team of Radu Polschi, Mariia Krutova, 
Peony Chan, Elsa Tsia, Grigorii Rodionov, 
Ching Wing Leung and Irene Lo have 
worked tirelessly on their robot and 
should be congratulated for such a great 
performance.

D Atkinson

Robotics
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IB Environmental systems students 
organised a host of activities for World 
Wildlife Day involving Senior and Prep 
pupils.

Those who attended the presentations 
were fortunate to handle an armadillo, a 
tarantula and a snake. The conservation 
group that brought them in were able to 
answer questions and explain what we can 
do to help save endangered animals.

World  
Wildlife Day

This year’s Young Enterprise team have 
had an enjoyable and fulfilling experience. 
The ten students which make up 
‘Nations’ decided on production of two 
products: coaster trees and moneyboxes. 
After analysing the sales and feedback 
generated at their first selling event, the 
team decided to concentrate on the 
production of moneyboxes. The team 
complemented their product with a booklet 
on financial advice for young people. 

The team were selected based on their 
performance and potential at interview. 
In their Annual General Meeting, they 
reflected heavily and authentically on 
their skills development. It is evident that 
students developed self-confidence and 
their ability to work well as part of a team. 
Going from strength to strength throughout 
the year, the team took on board the 
advice they were given after selling out at 
the Worcester Cathedral Trade Fair and 
taking part in the Webb’s Garden Centre 
trade fair. The end of the year regional 
competition saw them take home Best 
Company Presentation and Best Teamwork 
awards.  

Nations should be particularly proud of 
the way they have come together as a 
team. The skills they have developed and 
memories they have made will now stay 
with them as they move forward with their 
education and future careers.

D West

Young Enterprise
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Prep School Trips

The U13A, B and C teams toured South 
Wales during the last weekend before 
October half term. The party of forty-eight 
boys, a record number from one year 
group, had a good triangular at Dunvant 
Rugby Club, and later enjoyed a rugby 
training session at the Ospreys Academy. 
The group spectated at ‘Parc Y Scarlets’ 
and cheered on the Scarlets versus 
Racing. A highlight was the tour of the 
Principality Stadium in Cardiff. 

G Jones

Prep Boys’  
Rugby Tour
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During the first week of the half term 
holidays, forty pupils and five members 
of staff travelled to Spain and Gibraltar 
for a hockey, netball and tennis tour. In 
between lots of exciting matches, there 
were shopping trips, a dolphin watching 
excursion and a visit to the infamous ‘The 
Rock’ and the caves within. 

The group played their netball matches 
at the Victoria Stadium in the centre of 
Gibraltar. They won five of their matches, 
drawing two and losing only one game to a 
much older group of girls. 

Prep Girls’  
Sports Tour 

The girls’ first hockey matches of the tour 
were played against a strong Malaga 91 
Club under floodlights on a water-based 
pitch. Bromsgrove performed well to win 
one, draw one and lose two. 

The tennis team played against Centro 
Deportivo Inacua in Malaga with some 
mixed results, at the same time as our 
B team hockey players played a slightly 
different Malaga 91 Club team. The tennis 
players arrived at the Hockey Club to play 
their second matches of tour and they 
had two very exciting games. The U11s 
were 4 – 2 up until the last minute of their 
game, but unfortunately Malaga managed 
to score two goals, one on the very last 
second of the match to draw with us 4 - 4.  

On the final day, the girls performed their 
Bromsgrove’s Got Talent acts over lunch 
before checking out of their Spanish hotel. 
Before the flight home, all pupils received 
a Tennis Masterclass coaching session, 
led by top Malaga coaches. This was a 
fantastic way to end a tremendous sports 
tour. 

J Danks
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Ski Trip 
This year’s ski trip travelled to Les Deux 
Alpes, France during the Easter break. The 
snow and weather conditions were perfect 
and the pupils thoroughly enjoyed their 
adventure holiday during half term. 

P Sutherland
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Year 4  
Bushcraft Camp
Year 4 enjoyed a fantastic trip to Cornbury 
Woods in Oxfordshire, sleeping in tents 
or under tarpaulins in shelters they had 
made themselves. The pupils were lucky 
to have fantastic weather to enjoy the 
natural environment. Activities included 
building, lighting and cooking over a fire, 
team building games, forest first aid, trap 
building and salmon panassing. The pupils 
came back tired but having grown in 
character and resilience throughout their 
trip.

S Dakin
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At the end of the Summer Term, eighty-
one Year 6 pupils travelled to the Jurassic 
coast in Dorset to spend three days at 
camp. 

Unsurprisingly, the journey down was a 
lively one with laughter and talk of the 
great adventure ahead. Monday night 
involved camp games and a much needed 
water fight. A very early start on Tuesday 
and a breakfast of bacon baps set us 
up for the day ahead. Activities included 
kayaking, mackerel fishing and ice-lollies 
on Swanage beach. The mackerel were a 
little more forthcoming this year and quite 
a few seafarers landed their catch in style.  
The happy campers sang Sweet Caroline 
far too many times and participated fully 
in some of the silliest games we have ever 
seen. 
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Year 6 Beachcraft Camp
On Wednesday morning, the group 
headed off to Dorset Water Park, where 
all of the children enjoyed playing on the 
inflatable playground, bathed in beautiful 
sunshine. It was a brilliant few days 
together and the children were a pleasure 
to be with. So many people, Cumulus staff 
and members of the public complimented 
our children on their exceptional manners 
and courtesy - certainly testimony to 
these fantastic young people. Our seaside 
adventure was a great way to end what has 
been a fantastic year.

S Cadwallader
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In February, fifty pupils from Year 6 and 
five Prep School staff set out to Étaples, 
northern France. We enjoyed beautiful, 
sunny conditions throughout our stay and 
it was a trip filled with authentic French 
sights, sounds and smells! There were 
many planned excursions each day, but 
among the pupils’ favourites were the 
bee farm, Nausicaä (a sea-life centre in 
Boulogne), and several visits to the beach 
in Le Touquet.

From a culinary perspective, many of our 
travellers sampled the customary baguette, 
croissants and chocolat chaud as well as 
delicious evening meals and fun activities.
They returned home tired, but richer for 
the excellent experience and hungry to 
learn more. 

C Kippax

Year 6 French Trip
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Year 8 enjoyed a guided tour of Pembroke 
and Christchurch Colleges, including 
some of the places that were featured in 
the Harry Potter films. The pupils loved 
Blackwell’s book shop and lost themselves 
amongst the shelves. They also met Old 
Bromsgrovian Sam Adamson who was a 
fabulous guide for the Pitt Rivers Museum. 
Sam Studied IB at Bromsgrove and is now 
doing an MSc in Cultural Anthropology at 
Oxford. 

J Holden

Year 8 in Oxford

As the time for our summer excursion 
neared, heightened emotions were 
becoming slightly dampened by the 
potential onset of continual rain in the 
idyllic setting of Aberdovey. 

On the contrary, our hearts and spirits 
brightened, as we enjoyed resplendent, 
sunny and warm days in beautiful scenery. 
Year 8 strode unanimously, with total 
support for one another, as they rose to 
their individual challenges and obliterated 
their fears. The Outward Bound Course 
saw our Year 8 pupils (whether nervously 
or dynamically) jetty jumping, kayaking, 
orienteering dark mining tunnels, 
munching marshmallows gloriously 
toasted on the beach camp fires and even 
cleaning tables and tidying rooms ready 
for inspection. These were just a few 
experiences amongst many more exciting 
and life learning activities, ready for pupils 
to remember and use as they journey 
through Year 9. 

V Barron

Year 8 Outward 
Bounds Trip
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This year, the boarders’ trips have seen 
many favourite activities return, along 
with new ventures. Boarders from both 
the Senior School and the Prep School’s 
Page House have enjoyed go-karting, paint 
ball, high ropes, Laser Tag and numerous 
shopping trips. 

The trips continue to play an important 
role for the boarding community, offering 
pupils the chance to socialise with those 
from other Houses, relax outside of School 
and try new experiences. Thanks must 
go to all of the boarding tutors for their 
assistance with the trips. 

L Mullan

Senior School Trips
Boarders’ Trips 
and Activities Lower Sixth Biologists, both IB and 

A-Level, enjoyed trips to Margam Field 
Studies Centre during the Summer Term. 
The 850-acre park, along with the local 
rocky shore and sand dune systems, 
provide a wide range of ecosystems for 
students to explore. IB Biology and ESS 
students planned and carried out their 
own investigations for their Independent 
Assignments. A level students learnt a 
range of sampling techniques and much of 
their Ecology topics as part of the course, 
in addition to completing three of the 
practical investigations required for the 
course.

Lower Sixth students wanting to pursue 
their understanding of physiology-related 
degrees beyond Sixth Form were invited 
to Bodyworlds in London. Bodyworlds 
exhibits preserved human bodies through 
the process of plastination. The students 
learnt about anatomy and physiology, and 
the effects that daily lifestyle choices have 
on our health, beyond their Sixth Form 
specification. 

G Wright

Biology Trips
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In October 2019, thirty-eight Lower Sixth 
BTEC Business students travelled to Alton 
Towers to collect Human Resources data 
required for their Recruitment & Selection 
assignment.  After a slow journey on the 
M6, the students were pleased to arrive 
in time for their prepared talk from a 
member of the Education team at the 
resort.  They were provided with company 
specific information and asked questions 
to gather the further details required. After 
some hard work, it was time for play - 
everyone enjoyed some free time around 
the park before boarding the buses back 
to Bromsgrove.  It is pleasing to report 
that, on submission of their assignments, 
the students had the made the most of 
the time that they had with the Human 
Resource specialist and the information 
they received was well utilised.

E Hill

BTEC  
Business Trip
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All together now: 
Sailing the High Seas with the IB

The ‘lessons’ we learned on TENACIOUS

In June, twenty-four intrepid IB students 
set sail on the Jubilee Sailing Trust’s 65m 
tall ship, the three-mast-barque Tenacious. 
Miss Jung and Vivienne Zhang-Wei share 
their experiences of the trip. 

1. Teamwork and what it really means. 
“2, 6… heave!” we yelled together at the 
top of our lungs as we pulled the sheet 
with full force. When you are all literally 
in the same boat, you will for sure learn a 
lesson or two about teamwork. 

2. Efficiency is not everything.
A train from The Hague to the Thames 
Barrier takes just about six hours and 
twenty-seven minutes. To choose to take 
four and a half days at sea reminded me 
of the extent to which our obsession with 
efficiency affects our every-day lives. 
My voyage with JST was so special to 
me because for once, it was not about 
efficiency. 

3. Nature is incredible!
I closed my eyes and felt a gentle breeze 
of wind. The thought that this same wind 
was currently filling our sails and pushing 
this 65m vessel forwards, and that the 
water beneath us was carrying us all the 
way across the North Sea, was impressive. 

CAS Trip
I gained a lot of respect and appreciation 
from spending all that time paying 
attention to the elements of nature – wind 
speed, wind direction, waves – the few 
things that are so powerful we cannot 
control them.

The students and their teachers – now 
enlisted as the “voyage crew” on board in 
four round-the-clock watches learnt how 
to pull on the braces, ease the sheets and 
heave for England. 

4. Accessibility can change lives.
Tactile strips along the decks, Braille 
signage, lifts and ramps, vibrating alarms 
– these are just a few examples of the 
adjustments I found around Tenacious, 
one of only two ships worldwide to be 
adapted to the needs of a wide range of 
abilities. Small, but life changing to some. 
Living with a disability is not easy and we 
cannot pretend it is. However, closing the 
gap between impossible and just about 
possible can make all the difference to 
someone. Sailing on Tenacious, I learned a 
lot about the little ways in which activities 
like sailing can be accessible to all, and 
how important it is to make it so.

With amazingly favourable winds, we 
sailed out of the Dutch harbour of 
Scheveningen (NL) in the Tall Ships’ 
Parade, and continued sailing for twenty-
four hours - through the night across the 
North Sea and back to Old Blighty. 
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5. Certainty is overrated!
Are we making any stops on the way? 
Will we go under London Bridge when we 
arrive? Is it going to rain? Will we be able 
to sail this afternoon? “It depends” was a 
very common response heard throughout 
the week. Certainty is another obsession 
of ours that quickly falls apart out on sea. 
Frankly, nothing is guaranteed. The best 
way of coping with it is accepting not being 
in control – and that was a surprisingly 
huge relief! 

Watch followed watch, messmen fed the 
crew, ropes were hauled and stowed, crew 
went aloft, scrubbed the decks and went 
lookout or steered the ship in glorious 
sunshine, mist, fog or dense darkness.

6. Initiative makes you a team player.
At sea, I quickly realised the importance of 
taking initiative. In a big team, you won’t 
always be needed, but a real team player 
is one that stays proactive rather than sits 
around and waits to be given something 
to do. 

We enjoyed the calm of being at anchor, 
taking the RIB boats for an exciting trip to 
dry land, and then sailed down the English 
coast, with a final stop at the historic pier 
at Tilbury, before finally making our way up 
the River Thames to arrive at West India 
Dock. 

7. Opportunities shouldn’t be taken for 
granted
And when they do come to you – take 
them! The goal I set in our initial reflection 
for the Leadership@Sea programme was 
to try as many new things as possible. This 
week would be about saying yes to things, 
gaining new experiences and learning 
things about myself and others, knowing 
that going on this voyage was, in itself, an 
opportunity not to be taken for granted. 

Many challenges; many incredible 
experiences:

8. Understand the importance of details.
One degree off the course and you might 
end up in a different country. Get a knot 
wrong and your ship will be drifting off 
the pier while you are asleep. As much 
as Tenacious was an environment, 
where it felt okay to make mistakes, 
being entrusted with this responsibility 
was a reminder for me to appreciate the 
importance of every little detail. 

The crew of 2019 can be proud of 
themselves – and they arrive back on dry 
land with a different perspective of what it 
is to be TENACIOUS in life.
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9. See the beauty in everything.
Throughout the week, we saw many truly 
beautiful things. The parade of Tall Ships 
leaving The Hague on Sunday morning, 
the countless but unique sunsets and 
sunrises – the panorama view from the 
top of the mast. A week at sea definitely 
involved challenges. The first night my 
group was given a 12.00-4.00am night 
watch and having gotten up at 4:30 that 
same morning, we were starting to get 
exhausted and grumpy. But when we 
sat on the deck in pitch black darkness, 
listening to the gentle splashes of waves 
against the ship, I realised that there is 
something beautiful in everything. It is all 
what you chose to make it.

F Jung  
 
(Acronym of TENACIOUS by Vivianne 
Zhang Wei)
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Six IB1 and Four A level pupils spent the 
last week of May at the Abbaye Royale 
du Moncel, situated in the Oise region of 
France. They camped in the beautiful and 
secluded grounds of the Abbey, which 
dates from the early fourteenth century. 
Whilst there, the group took part in a 
“chantier bénévole”, a voluntary work 
project. The project involved learning 
masonry techniques in order to restore the 
walls of the abbey and of a former château 
which also occupied the site. The chance 
to contribute to the preservation of French 
heritage and to leave a lasting mark on 
an important historical landmark proved a 
great source of motivation and satisfaction. 

France

Exchanges

Pupils had plenty of opportunities to 
practise their French with each other 
and with the local inhabitants. A day in 
Paris was a special treat with a visit to the 
catacombs and other sites but the “pièce 
de resistance” was a trip to Parc Astérix, 
where pupils were able to satisfy their 
thirst for adrenaline on the many thrill 
rides.

G Tyrrell
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Fifth Form pupils enjoyed visiting 
Normandy in April 2019, listening to and 
speaking authentic French throughout 
their stay. The group stayed in a 
comfortable gîte called “La Gran’ Ferme” 
in a peaceful village located near many 
historical landmarks, such as the D-Day 
beaches and the American cemetery. 

Pupils particularly enjoyed a beautiful 
walk across the Mont Saint-Michel bay 
on a sunny day and had the chance to 
experience real quicksand (in a safe 
way!). Other highlights included a visit to 
a goat farm and local fire station, bread 
making and fencing, with every activity 
conducted in French. Pupils enjoyed their 
time in France and made the most of the 
opportunities available to them. We all 
appreciated the nice weather and friendly 
local people and it was a lovely way to 
finish off the Lent Term.

C Berment-Parr

France

B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N

185

Germany
In April 2019, I went on a German 
exchange to Potsdam just outside Berlin. 
Bromsgrove has enjoyed links with the 
Gymnasium Hermannswerder for nearly 
twenty years and I had already heard how 
friendly and welcoming everyone was. The 
trip allowed me to prepare for my A level, 
such as increasing my fluency in German 
and helping me to understand more about 
this fascinating country. It also provided 
me with an opportunity to make new 
friends, many of whom I am still in contact 
with. 

We participated in a variety of activities, 
such as going to Berlin to see the 
remains of the wall and visiting the Jewish 
Museum, which was an eye-opening 
experience due to its interactivity. I visited 
a mesmerizing Picasso exhibition with 
my host family as well as the television 
tower, which gives you a panoramic view 
of Berlin. However, my favourite part of the 
trip was visiting Sanssouci, the summer 
palace of Frederick the Great, allowing 
us to view the magnificent architecture 
of the period. In addition, my host family 
made me feel completely at ease and 
they were amazing in terms of taking 
me out into Berlin and showing me the 
culture of the country. Overall, I would 
highly recommend this trip to everyone 
in Upper Fourth or Lower Sixth, as it was 
a fascinating experience, which not only 
helped me with my fluency in German, but 
also allowed me to experience a different 
culture.  I am looking forward to the return 
visit of the German pupils in September.

Miray Köse
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Spain 
This year, pupils spent a week in 
Salamanca, undertaking an intensive 
revision course in DICE Salamanca 
Language School. Pupils attended lessons 
and everyone achieved their completion 
certificates. The group combined each 
day with cultural activities such as dancing 
lessons, a literary tour of Salamanca, tapas 
tasting and ‘churros con chocolate’. They 
also visited various neighbouring villages 
and spent a picturesque day in Segovia. 

The week was activity packed and full 
of cultural and culinary delights as well 
as academic excellence. Pupils were 
excellent company for all staff involved and 
outstanding ambassadors of the School.

M Smith
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In March, twenty-two of our Lower Sixth 
pupils took part in the Oxbridge Regional 
Conference at Edgbaston stadium. 
They attended a talk on how to make a 
competitive application to Oxbridge and 
then various course specific talks to give 
the pupils an idea about the different 
subjects on offer. It was a very useful 
and productive day for those thinking of 
applying for Oxbridge. 

Towards the end of the Summer Term, 
twenty of our able pupils in the Fourth and 
Fifth Form set off on a visit to Cambridge. 
The aim was to find out about the 
university and its work, and to see some of 
the key sites in Cambridge.  

The group walked across the stunning 
Backs, stopping to look at the University 
Library, another of Sir Giles Gilbert 
Scott’s buildings, just like our School 
chapel.  They then had a look around 
King’s College, including the magnificent 
fifteenth century chapel with its incredible 
fan vaulted ceiling.  After this, the group 
headed for the Fitzwilliam Museum.  
As it is so vast, the pupils had already 
worked out what they wanted to see in 
advance. Some rushed off to marvel at the 
impressionist paintings, whilst others were 
taken in by the huge range of medieval 
armour on display.  

Oxbridge Trips
After a picnic lunch on the arts faculty site 
in Sidgwick Avenue, we walked through 
Selwyn College, one of the Victorian 
colleges, so the pupils could contrast 
this with King’s.  Our final stop was the 
newest (and best!) Cambridge College, 
Robinson.  Here we had an excellent 
talk by Will Fenwick, the Schools’ Liaison 
Officer about the university and student 
life at Cambridge followed by a tour of 
the college itself. This was a fantastic day 
and I hope it encourages pupils to apply 
to Oxbridge when the time comes. Many 
thanks to Dr Ruben for accompanying 
me on this, and many other trips, over the 
years.

M Beet
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One of the unique attributes that 
Geography has as a discipline is fieldwork. 
Field trips not only expand a student’s 
learning but they also help to increase 
their knowledge and understanding of the 
world they live in. 

Lower Fourth pupils found themselves 
exploring the School grounds to decide 
where to build an outdoor pool.  On 
their return to the classroom, they 
spent time writing up their findings and 
recommendations. The majority placed 
their ‘pool’ by the sports centre grounds. 
However, a few felt the need to convert 
Gordon Green - thankfully the decision 
making exercise was only a theoretical 
project!

During September, IB1 students travelled 
to Carding Mill Valley where they spent a 
lovely day collecting a large amount of data 
including river depth and velocity to name 
a few. They worked really well as a team 
and their teachers were very proud of their 
work ethic on the day.  

In November, seventy-nine Fifth Form 
students visited Longbridge as part of their 
GCSE Urban Challenges topic. Students 
gathered environmental quality and urban 
regeneration data to use in their summer 
GCSE paper 3 examination. 

The IB students had the chance to go out 
of the classroom again in February with 
a visit to London. They had the honour 
of meeting Mr Bob Digby, Geography 
Chief Examiner and former president of 
the Geographical Association. Mr Digby 
shared his particular interest regarding the 
impact of London 2012 on the local area. 
Students had a brilliant day taking in the 
sites and even had chance to go on the 
ArcelorMittal orbit with their very brave 
teachers.

Geography 
Field Trips

February continued to be a busy month 
with the Upper Sixth Geographers 
visiting Park Central and China town in 
Birmingham as part of their Changing 
Places A-level. Professor Carl Chinn MBE 
met our eager students who learned about 
the changes to the area since the 1900s. 
His charisma and many anecdotes kept 
the students engaged throughout the 
morning. The day ended with a visit to the 
National Trust Back-to-Back properties 
where the students were able to see 
how life had changed for residents of 
Birmingham from the 1840s to the 1970s. 
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After the Easter holidays, the Lower Sixth 
had their annual Geography residential 
trip to Wales, where students spent 
four days collecting data for their NEAs. 
This year was slightly different with 
Geographers choosing to collect data from 
one of three sites. For those interested 
in Human Geography, topics such as 
Changing Places and Contemporary 
Urban Environments a visit to Llanberis 
and Bethesda was planned. The 
Physical Geographers in the group had 
the opportunity to study sand dunes in 
Harlech or visit Criccieth where they could 
analyse the impact of longshore drift and 
coastal management. 

Unfortunately, poor weather on two 
occasions prevented the Upper Fourths 
from leaving School but they will have the 
chance to make up for this in the coming 
academic year.

During all the activities this academic year, 
Geography students have been a credit 
to the School.  Special thanks also goes 
to the Geography staff who have made of 
these field days enjoyable for the students. 

R Doak
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Ellen Ashton, Sebastian Harrison, Henry 
Jinks and Henry Mitchell joined Mrs 
Adams and Mr Unterhalter from the 
English Department on a reflective visit to 
the WW1 Battlefields. 

The students won their place on the 
trip for their creative writing entries, as 
judged by Philip Bowen, retired Deputy 
Headmaster and Nikki Thorpe, our School 
archivist. The first stop was at Belgium’s 
Lissenthoek Cemetery, where the vast 
majority of the 9,200 Commonwealth War 
Graves were identified, these soldiers 
having died while being treated at nearby 
field hospitals and clearing stations. It was 
a great honour for our four Bromsgrovians 
to take part in the Last Post Ceremony at 
the Menin Gate that evening. 

The following day started with a visit to a 
German cemetery, Langemarck, which 
is the resting place for 44,000 German 
soldiers. We then visited the largest 
Commonwealth Cemetery in the world at 
Tyne Cot where the majority of the 11,900 
graves are unidentified. On the memorial 
to the missing, we found the names of two 
notable Old Bromsgrovians whose bodies 
have never been found from the Battle of 
Passchendale: Lt Albert Edward Brazier 
and Lt Donald Court Halsall. 

WW1 Trip 
A visit to the tunnels at Arras and the 
discovery of OB Charles Whitley in a 
nearby cemetery ended day two. Henry 
Mitchell was proud to leave his School tie 
as a gesture to Charles who was also a 
member of School House. 

On our final day, we woke early and paid 
a quick visit to Delville Wood, home of 
the last remaining hornbeam tree at the 
South African memorial. We then revisited 
Lt Kidd’s grave, one year on from the 
dedication ceremony. Finally, a moving 
visit off-road through the Somme fields to 
see the enormous Thiepval memorial, the 
world’s largest monument to the missing 
of war: 72,000 names of men missing 
just from the three month Battle of the 
Somme in 1916. Mr Unterhalter was 
able to find the name of a relative as was 
student Ellen. As the sun shone down 
on the peaceful French countryside, we 
remembered those who gave their lives 
in the conflict and it was a quiet journey 
home to Bromsgrove. 

V Adams
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After the success of the previous World 
Challenge expedition to India, another 
eager twenty-two challengers nervously 
embarked on a three week adventure to 
Zambia over the summer. 
 
The trip consisted of three phases. First, 
the project phase. The groups travelled to 
Mwandi; a small village which consisted 
of a singular tarmac high street, around 
which mud huts were dotted, and, beyond 
that, just the wild African bush. There, we 
helped to build a hut for 70-year-old Mary 
and her eight children and grandchildren. 
Our work involved the two techniques of 
mud ‘throwing’ and ‘smoothing’, in which 
we tried to throw wet mud at the wall (or in 
some cases, at each other) and pray that 
it stuck. It took us (a group of ten or so 
16-year-olds) a day to complete one layer; 
it took Mary (a 70-year-old woman) about 
three hours, putting us all to shame. 
 
The second phase was the hardest of 
all; the trek phase. Though the beautiful 
views of the Batoka Gorge and the mighty 
Zambezi River did take the sting out of the 
four day trek, it was the nights sleeping in 
mosquito nets, on sandy beaches, staring 
at the Milky Way that made the sweat 
and aching muscles worth it. The true 
definition of wild camping, there were zero 
facilities other than a brief wash in the 
Zambezi and cooking on open fires.
 

World Challenge
Finally, there was some much required 
rest and relaxation in the last week of the 
trip. Of course, we could not leave Zambia 
without seeing mighty Victoria Falls 
herself, both from the safety of the viewing 
platforms, and also zooming past them on 
a zipwire, trying not to look at the 110m 
drop into the ‘boiling pot’ below. A sunset 
river safari on a private boat was idyllic to 
round off our time in Livingstone.
 
However, if we could pick out one thing, 
the highlight of the trip would be the safari 
in South Luangwa National Park, where we 
saw four of the big five. Most notably, we 
saw a male lion yawning mere feet away 
from the car and watched as a leopard 
protected his dinner from a prowling 
hyena. 
 
Needless to say, it was an exciting trip, but 
also a challenging one, and the invaluable 
skills and memories we have made will 
stay with us forever. 
 
Lucia Goodwin and Elizabeth Aston
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Thirty-one netball players enjoyed a 
fantastic tour to Singapore and Australia 
at the start of the summer holidays. The 
tour started in Singapore where we visited 
the Gardens by the Bay, caught the cable 
car to Sentosa Island, played against the 
Singapore U19 and U17 National netball 
teams in their National Stadium and 
enjoyed lunch at the prestigious Singapore 
Cricket Club. 

From Singapore, we travelled to Perth, 
with four teams representing the School in 
four matches. The major highlight in Perth 
was the fantastic wildlife where we fed 
kangaroos and took photos with Koalas, 
wombats, snakes and various other 
animals. We also visited Rottnest Island 
from Perth where we enjoyed the stunning 
beaches and the adorable Quokkas. 

From Perth, we travelled to Sydney 
where we stayed at the Rocks, jet boated 
in Sydney Harbour, visited the Opera 
House, Botanical Gardens, Manly, Darling 
Harbour and climbed the harbour bridge. 
We also undertook a training session at 
the Olympic Park; we were blown away 
by the impressive facilities. From Sydney, 
we travelled up to Cairns for our last set 
of matches. We also explored Kuranda 
in the Rainforest and had an incredible 
day snorkelling, going on the submarine 
and glass bottom boat at the Great Barrier 
Reef. 

The teams thoroughly enjoyed their action-
packed trip; creating memories to last a 
lifetime.

The pupils were superb ambassadors for 
the School and were an absolute pleasure 
and great fun to take on tour. 

E Buckingham

Senior Girls’ 
Netball Tour
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At the beginning of the summer holidays 
and in the early hours of the morning, 
Mr Windo, Mr Holdsworth, Mr Bell and 
Dr Short, along with thirty-five boys, 
assembled for their departure on a two-
week rugby tour to Canada. Following 
a ten-hour flight, the team arrived in 
Vancouver mid-morning and continued 
their journey on the ferry over to Vancouver 
Island for the first leg of the tour. For their 
first excursion, the boys climbed aboard jet 
boats for an exhilarating ride, followed by 
whale watching.

Before departing the UK, Mr Windo 
contacted a former teammate, Kingsley 
Jones, the current Canadian National 
coach. Kingsley very kindly allowed the 
boys to watch the Canadian team train as 
they prepared for the forthcoming World 
Cup in Japan. The boys received a guided 
tour of the facilities, met the squad and 
trained at the ground. 

Senior Boys’ Rugby Tour 

The following morning, the tour party 
hired bicycles to explore Stanley Park, a 
400-hectare natural rainforest. Everyone 
enjoyed following the paths through the 
forest while taking in the scenic views of 
the coastline. 

Unfortunately, the boys’ first tour match 
was cancelled at the last minute. They 
therefore took the opportunity to have a 
trial match, giving all the boys the chance 
to play - Dr Short refereed in what turned 
out to be a very competitive match with 
some excellent rugby played.  
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Later that week, the tour party travelled 
out of Vancouver to the Squamish River 
to undertake white-water rafting. This 
excursion proved to be a real highlight of 
the tour. The boys also visited the iconic 
Calipano Suspension Bridge, again taking 
in some of the amazing scenery Canada 
has to offer. 

The following day provided the team 
with their first opportunity to play against 
Canadian opposition. There were two 
matches again British Columbia Select 
XVs. With both Bromsgrove sides (1st & 
2nd XV) recording excellent wins.  

Next stop on the tour was Seattle, USA. 
Here, the group had the opportunity to go 
to the top of the iconic space needle and 
visit Pike Place market. A great experience 
all round. 

Once back in Vancouver, the boys played 
their second fixture of the tour against an 
EIRA XV – matches that proved to be far 
tougher tests. The 2nd XV narrowly lost 
a closely fought match 15-20, with the 
1st XV showing an outstanding defensive 
effort, along with some exciting attacking 
play, to record a 47-3 victory. 

The tour finished with another exhilarating 
excursion to the top of Grouse Mountain 
for some zip lining.   

Mr Windo would like to thank all the boys 
for their outstanding conduct throughout 
the tour and to Mr Holdsworth, Mr Bell 
and Dr Short for their help and support.

T Windo
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Performing 
Arts
In the two years since the re-opening of 
Routh Hall and the Cobham Theatre, 
as predicted, the Performing Arts at 
Bromsgrove School have gone from 
strength to strength. Both the number of 
students taking part and the number of 
performances have increased significantly 
in the last academic year. Well over eighty 
concerts and plays have been presented at 
the School involving almost a third of our 
students, while the quality and diversity of 
performance has been quite remarkable. 

T Norton
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Prep Drama
More and more, Drama is shown to 
develop confidence and emotional 
intelligence. It promotes communication 
skills, teamwork, dialogue, and negotiation 
and helps children to socialise where they 
may not have been so confident to do so 
before. It stimulates their imagination and 
creativity, helping young people to make 
sense of the world. 

The Prep School began the year with 
The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe. 
Lydia Flynn took the part of The White 
Witch and Edmund (Hugo Blackwell) was 
tricked into turning in his siblings for the 
prize of some Turkish delight. The whole 
ensemble worked extremely hard and 
produced a spectacular production. The 
entire company took ownership of this 
epic story, dealing with the fight between 
good and evil. Every child involved took on 
their responsibilities from the puppeteers 
to the backstage crew, lighting and sound 
to the actors on stage. Raph Aldis from 
Stagefight provided some exciting stage 
combat with swords, daggers and shields, 
which kept the audience on the edge of 
their seat. 

We were treated to a series of scenes 
in the Prep School House Drama 
Competition. Eleven groups performed for 
the opportunity to win the 2019 House 
Drama Cup. In the end, Lidia Belcuore 
and Lola Hill won the cup with a scene 
which accurately portrayed the life of a 
frustrated Drama teacher, which I found to 
be very true to life, and Meg Mortell, the 
visiting adjudicator, decided that they were 
worthy of the first place. Tilly Richardson 
and Charissa Sarpong came in second and 
Hamza Suleman, Alex Li and Henry Hoare 
were awarded third place. 

Jensen York finished his run playing Billy 
in The School of Rock in the Gillian Lynn 
Theatre on the West End. Jensen and 
newly appointed scholar Poppy-Grace 
Schutt performed a piece from Our Day 
Out by Willy Russel to round off the 
competition.

The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe 
company was given a second outing 
during the Easter service with a surprise 
guest of Aslan the Lion, detailing how the 
Story acted as an allegory for the Christian 
faith.

Year 6 were given their first introduction 
to life on the stage with a selection of 
short plays. We began with Daisy Head 
Maisy by Dr Seuss, then 40 fortunes by 
Aaron Shepherd, Lightning Larry by Aaron 
Shepherd and Snow White by Roald Dahl. 
This was an opportunity to give children 
a taste of being in a full-scale production 
with costumes, sound and lighting, lines 
to learn and dances to perform. The skills 
that they will learn during this process 
will give them an idea of whether this is 
something they would like to pursue as an 
extra-curricular hobby or something that 
they can take away as a great experience 
and learn from in the future.

Drama is growing at Bromsgrove School 
and it is an exciting time to be a student 
here.

C Woollhead
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The Drama department gained a head 
start in September and just three weeks 
into term, seventeen students from the 
Upper Sixth presented a pared-down 
version of Othello set in a 1940’s jazz 
club, complete with large bar, roulette 
table, small jazz band and singers. This 
was quite a challenge to present so 
early in the academic year and all must 
be congratulated for the originality and 
inventiveness of the piece. 

The Michaelmas Term closed in rocking 
50s style, with the musical Grease, this 
year’s Senior Production. With nearly sixty 
students on stage, in the band, or working 
in a technical capacity, the audiences - 
which entirely filled the theatre on each of 
the four nights - were treated to a highly 
professional production brimming with 
magnificent individual performances, 
wonderful ensemble dances, superb 
scenic treats and jaw-dropping special 
effects. No one who saw it could forget 
James Bradley as Teen Angel – complete 
with wings - illuminating individually each 
step of a magnificent staircase as he 
sashayed his way down onto the stage.

Senior 
Drama
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The Fourth Form House Drama 
Competition involved over ninety students; 
each House presented an extract from an 
existing play in one evening in January. 
The standard was very high this year and 
the top three productions, particularly 
noteworthy.

Awards went to:

Best Play 
Wendron-Gordon for their highly 
disciplined and disturbing presentation 
from One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest; 
Runner Up Best Play went to Walters 
who began the evening with their highly 
entertaining Bugsy Malone.
The Best Actor award went to Jessica 
Whitlock while Runner-Up Best Actor went 
to Jake Wingfield.

A Special Adjudicator’s award was given to 
Oakley House for the high standard of their 
ensemble work in Animal Farm.
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A capacity crowd attended the Senior 
House Drama Competition, which included 
over eighty students performing pieces 
by writers as diverse as Monty Python to 
William Shakespeare. Two of this year’s 
entries were written and devised by the 
students themselves: Housman Hall gave 
us a piece of original physical theatre 
boasting twenty-three demonic toys in 
extraordinary costume while Thomas 
Cookes House presented a wonderfully 
satirical vision of Donald Trump and the 
Seven Deadly Sins. The commitment 
and dedication of each House was truly 
outstanding and the highest standards of 
performance and technical achievement 
was evidenced from all involved.

Awards went to: 

Best Play 
Elmshurst House for their outstanding 
technical and performance triumph, The 
Curious Incident of The Dog In The Night-
Time; Runner Up Best Play went to Oakley 
House for a quite hilarious performance of 
Shakespeare’s Pyramus and Thisbe set in 
Wolverhampton.

The Best Actor prize was awarded to Anya 
Sharma-James.

Runner Up Best Actor prize was awarded 
jointly to Matthew Goodwin and James 
Bradley.

The adjudicator gave two Special Awards: 
one to Aaron Nicholls for writing Seven 
Ways To Win for Thomas Cookes House, 
whilst a second Special award was given to 
Hugh Abraham for his solo performance in 
Denis Kelly’s DNA for School House.

The Best Director prize went to Anya 
Butler and Serene Soyannwo and 
The 2019 Performing Arts Award was 
presented to Tom Anning.
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At the end of March, our A Level Theatre 
Studies students presented an impressive 
showcase of their talents, across a wide 
spectrum of texts and genres, revealing 
their aptitude for Shakespearean Tragedy; 
18th Century Comedy, and culminating 
in an outstanding presentation of Alan 
Bennett’s hilarious One-Act Play Green 
Forms. They shared their evening with 
the GCSE Drama students who each 
presented monologues and ensemble 
scenes from Denis Kelly’s powerful play 
DNA.  

At the close of a busy Lent Term, our ten 
LAMDA students completed their course 
with four students achieving Distinction, all 
others gaining a Merit.

In May, the Heads of Drama and English 
in the Senior School produced two 
performances of Brecht’s Modern Classic 
The Caucasian Chalk Circle performed 
by thirty students from the Fourth Form. 
Telling the story of a poor servant-girl trying 
to bring up an abandoned child single-
handed, against a backdrop of violent civil 
war, this was a very moving play, which 
included a number of remarkably assured 
individual performances.

As we look forward to record numbers of 
students taking GCSE Drama next year, the 
standard of play-making at Bromsgrove 
can only continue to rise.

T Norton



Cast
Daniel Kwok  Gratiano 
Violette Pretorius  Messenger 1 
Fion Tse  Senator 2 
Thomas Anning  Cassio 
Ada Tylova  Duchess 
James Gill  Roderigo 
Archie Holder  Lodovico 
Anya Butler  Brabantia 
Akseli Ilmanen  Messenger 
Holly Nichols  Montano 
Tafadzwa Nyamaswe  Othello 
Timofey Abbasov  Lago 
Anna Bashkirova  Desdemona 
Anastasia Korovina  Emilia 
Vidhi Ahluwalia  Bianca 
Polina Dzhgun Senator

Cast
(In Order of Speaking)
Miss Lynch  Ellie Johnson
Eugene Florczyk  Hugh Abraham
Jan Applegate  Lauren Leigh  
 Milburn
Marty Baimbaum  Amy Nolan
Betty (Rizzo) Baxter  Lily-Rose Faulkner- 
 Schütt
Doody Alfonso  Matthew Goodwin
Roger Lennison  Timofey Abbasov
Kenickie Hunter  Archie Holder 
Sonny Latierri  James Gill 
Tony Carter  Cristian-Constantin  
 Salagor
Brad De Santis  Alex Moskalevskyi 
Frenchy’ Santoro  Ciara Hughes 
Sandy Dumbrowski  Phoebe Fletcher
Patty Simcox  Lauren Court 
Danny Zuko  Thomas Anning
Kim-Lee Hayakawa  Alan Cheng
Lester North  Max Wong
Vince Fontaine  Grayson Leversha
Johnny Casino  James Bradley
Cha Cha Digregorio  Leah Asghar- 
 Sandys
Mary Hartman  Lydia Matthews
Janice Samparle Tomi Illori
Donna Weatherby Olivia Dalby
Rita Wendis  Zarea Kamil
Susanna Winterstein Anna Skorokhod
Wanda Woolton  Maxwella Fakrogha
Bernard Howser  Julius Langen
Tina Laurents  Aida Hassan
Josefina Thompson  Tumba Katanda
Alvin Sanders  James Beattie
Nancy Hancock  Scarlett Bond
The Teen Angel  James Bradley 

Band
Tenor Sax 1 
Tom Chapman 
Tenor Sax 2 
Archie Batham Read  
Guitar 1  
Jaren Yeung 
Guitar 2 
Arsene Steshenko 
Bass 
Heidi Collie 
Drum Kit 
Max Campbell
Keyboard 
Mr James McKelvey 
Miss Fiona McCanlis

Production Team
Stage Manager  
Alia Derriey  
Live Sound Team 
Kitty King, Patricia Blessing  
& Dasha Hronyk
Deputy Stage Manager 
Will Edwards  
Lighting support 
Katie Ho
Assistant Stage Managers   
Polina Vagner & Anissa Tam  
ASM standby Team 
Fion Tse & Mill Sabunruang
Onstage Crew  
Shirley Wong & Lillian Luo   
Additional Set Design & Construction  
Will Edwards, Mr Owen Matthews,  
Mr Peter Clague, Miss Sophie Purcell 
Lighting Operators   
Ethan McClean & Jared Spurgeon 
Sound Effects Operator  
Jamie Lewis 
Choreography 
Miss Becca Wilson
Theatre Technicians  
Mr George Elliott & Mr Tom Jude
Costumes & Head of Wardrobe  
Mrs Claire Whitfield
Musical Director  
Mr James McKelvey with Miss Fiona 
McCanlis
Direction & Production  
Mr Tim Norton
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Ensemble
Jake Wingfield 
Fred Hanson 
Jessica Whitlock 
Ian Chan 
Rose Willetts 
Lewis Osborne 
Theo Gilbert-Birch 
Kostya Chistykov 
Anna Connell 
Elise Connell 
Marcus Au 
Joseph Moon 
Tom Nicholson 
Gabrielle Krevnevičiūtė 
Marta Wiewiorski 
Charlie Hodgson 
Angela Hong 
Paris Siviter 
Freya Tweddel 
Charlotte Holden 
Klara Floričić 
Sophie Pover 
Polly Dakin 
George Vaughan 
Anya Sanikop 
Faye Jones 
Issy Rusling 
Olivia Whitfield 
Harrison Brown 
Ioana Voici 
Sophie Eaton 
Chi Chi Lam 
Donald Li 
Brooke-Lily York 
Polly Green 
Charlie Cooper 
Jack Maydew 
Cally Buxton 
Eleanor Boardman 
and presenting Morgan Kirkden-Smith  
as Michael

Crew
Deputy Stage Manager 
Charlotte James

Lighting (LX) Engineer 
Jared Spurgeon

Sound Effects (SFX) Engineer 
Jamie Lewis

Team Support 
Mr George Elliott and Mr Tom Jude

Fourth Form Play – The Caucasian Chalk Circle
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ELMSHURST - The Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Night-Time
by Mark Haddon Adapted by Simon 
Stephens

Directed by Will Edwards 

Matt Goodwin Christopher Boone 
Akseli Ilmanen Punk Boy 
Alex Krastev Station Guard 
Justus Krauel  Siobhan/ 
 Information 
Julius Langen Man With Socks 
Amin Makkawi Ed 
Alek Florov Crew

HAZELDENE – Carrie, the Musical
By Laurence D Cohen (after Stephen 
King)

Directed by Lauren Court

Scarlett Bond  Miss Gardner 
Madeline Cooper Norma 
Lauren Court  Chris 
Olivia Dalby  Sue 
Anya Sharma-James  Carrie

HOUSMAN HALL – The Toy Box
By Anya Butler, Serene Soyannwo and the 
Company

Directed by Serene Soyannwo  
and  
Anya Butler with Tomi Illori Tumba 
Katanda and Max Balin

Vladislava Bogatyreva 
Anya Butler 
Alan Cheng 
Karina Chiang 
Catharina Dahmen 
Maxwella Fakrogha 
Lisa Gäbelein 
Michail Harmandjiev 
Aida Hassan 
Tumba Katanda
Maksym Korotych
Taf Nyamaswe
Carolina Tatò
Andrei Vashkevich
Artem Veprev
Vivianne Zhang Wei

Mulan Yang
Vitaliy Zakalskiy

Plus the backstage team of 
Niya Djingova
Hayley Yeung
Polina Vagner
Jaren Yeung
Kristi Lee

LUPTON - Trial By Laughter
By Ian Hislop

Directed by Tom Anning

Tom Anning Prince Regent 
Will Bellamy  Lord Sidmouth 
Theo Gardner  Lady Hertford 
Ian Messore  Lord Ellenburgh 
Ben Russell  Flunky/ 
 Lady Collingham

LYTTELTON – The Holy Grail
By Monty Python

Directed By Harry Murphy

Mathew Clarkson King Arthur 
George Marshal  Sir Galahad 
Harry Murphy  French Guard 
Harris Nazir  Guard 

MARY WINDSOR – Oleanna
By David Mamet

Directed by Lauren Leigh Milburn

Patricia Blessing Carol 
Lauren Leigh Milburn John   

OAKLEY – A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
by William Shakespeare

Directed by Phoebe Fletcher

Phoebe Fletcher Pyramus
Ellie Johnson  Prologue
Louisa Maynard  Wall
Pippa Nisbet  Lion
Amy Nolan  Thisbe
Lydia Wright  Moonshine

SCHOOL HOUSE – DNA
By Denis Kelly

Hugh Abraham  Mark

THOMAS COOKES – Seven Ways To Win 
Written and Directed by Aaron Nichols

Elizabeth Aston  Gluttony 
Megan Bassett- Sloth 
McWilliams   
Emily Clark  Greed 
Lucia Goodwin Wrath 
Holly Heslop  Envy 
Francesca Mellor  Pride 
Aaron Nichols  Lust

WALTERS – Design For Living
By Noel Coward

James Beattie  Leo
James Gill  Otto

WENDRON-GORDON – Macbeth
By William Shakespeare

Directed by Oleksii Moskalevskyi 

James Bradley  Banquo
Max Campbell  Macbeth
Ajton Kalaci  Witch
Oleksii Moskalevskyi  Witch
Marian Skurtu  Witch

Senior House Drama 2019
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ELMSHURST - Of Mice And Men
by John Steinbeck

Directed by Dan Goodwin

Vladimir Adamov  Boss 
Neil Cai  Slim 
Jason Choi  Lennie 
Dgun Plulsirivit   Candy 
Joseph Hong  George 
Andrian Filipov  Curly 
Alexsander Mirtchev  Whit 
Ben Schickel  Curly’s Wife 
Hamish Schulze  Carlson

HAZELDENE - The Visit 
by Friedrich Dürenmatt

Directed by Scarlett Bond 

Tallulah Bond  Ticket Inspector 
Polly Dakin  Mayor 
Eleanor Dunn  Man 2 
Philippa Fleming  Man 3/Bailiff 
Niamh O’Donnell  Man 1/Man 4 
Annaliese Rice  Schoolmaster/ 
 Husband  
Isabella Rusling  Ill 
Sophie Spittle  Priest 
Jemima Vaughan- Painter/ 
Hawkins  Stationmaster 
Aggie Warner  Claire  
 Zachanassian

LUPTON - Punk Rock 
by Simon Stephens

Directed by Tom Anning

Elliot Evans  Nicholas 
Sebastian Harrison  William 
Jacob Stirk  Dr Harvey  

LYTTELTON - Two or Three Days  
by Joseph Arnone

Directed by Theo Gilbert-Birch &  
Fred Hanson

Theo Gilbert-Birch  Johnny 
Frederick Hanson Tom
Henry Bower Billy

MARY WINDSOR - My Mother Said I 
Never Should
by Charlotte Keatley

Directed by Lauren Milburn with  
Patricia Blessing

Klara Floričić  Jackie 
Charlie Hodgson  Rosie 
Angela Hong  Margaret 
Ioana Voicu  Doris

OAKLEY - Animal Farm 
by Peter Hall (After George Orwell)

Directed by Phoebe Fletcher &  
Eleanor Johnson

Sophia Eaton  Squealer 
Claire Gracey  Boy 
Polly Green  Minimus 
Charlotte Holden  Clover 
Gabrielle Krevnevičiūtė  Pig 
Pilar Contreras Peinado  Pig 
Liza Potekhina  Pig 
Sophie Pover  Boy 
Esme Elwell-Thomas  Muriel 
Freya Tweddell  Benjamin 
Marta Wiewiorska  Pig 
Rose Willets  Boxer 
Brooke-Lily York  Napoleon 
Yillin Zhu  Pig

SCHOOL – The Hound of The Baskervilles
by John O’Connor (After Sir Arthur Conan-
Doyle)

Directed by George Vaughan

Jack Maydew  Dr Mortimer 
Tom Nicholson  Dr Watson 
George Vaughan  Sir Henry 
Baskerville Jake  Sherlock Holmes 
Wingfield  

THOMAS COOKES - Daisy Pulls It Off!
by Denise Deegan

Directed by Holly Heslop &  
Aaron Nichols

Cally Buxton  Clare Beaumont 
Anna Connell  Sybil Burlington 
Faye Jones  Mrs Scoblowska 
Anya Sanikop  Trixie Martin 
Paris Siviter Monica Smithers 
Iris Tang  Alice Fitzpatrick 
Jessica Whitlock  Daisy Meredith

WALTERS - Bugsy Malone
by Alan Parker

Directed by James Gill & James Beattie 

Harrison Brown  Shady 
Charlie Cooper  Knuckles 
George Lamb  Snake Eyes and  
 Dandy Dan 
Lewis Osbourne  Fat Sam 

WENDRON-GORDON - One Flew Over 
The Cuckoo’s Nest
based on Ken Kesey’s novel

Directed by Oleksii Moskalevskyi

Stepan Bobrenov  Bancini 
Ian Chan  Sefelt 
Konstantin Chistyakov  Nurse Rachet 
David Corcoran  Randall  
 McMurphy 
Howard Goldstraw  Mr Harding 
Chi Chi Lam  Guard 
Donald Li  Mr Cheswick  
Noah Rogers  Mr Frederickson 
Callum Wilkinson  Taber 
Marcus Au Yeung  Billy

Fourth Form House Drama 2019
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The Big Band headed off to Cheltenham 
for this prestigious event, which draws 
talent from across the three counties 
and beyond. The band opened with the 
classic In The Mood, which has now 
become a firm favourite following the first 
performance at the Remembrance Concert 
earlier in the term. The adjudicators’ 
comments particularly noted Josh Osborn-
Patel’s ‘fantastic horn playing’ in the Latin 
number, Wave, and the Big Band were 
very proud to pick up another Gold award 
for their efforts.

Prep and Senior Music
National Concert 
Band Festival

The popular annual House Song 
Competition had its theme this year with 
a connection to memories. There were 
a variety of songs, many of which were 
rousing and creatively-choreographed 
for all to enjoy. School House emerged 
triumphant with their entertaining 
performance of Last Christmas and 
Housman Hall in second place with a 
fantastic arrangement of December, 1963 
(Oh What a Night); Hazeldene picked up 
Best Creative Prize for the second year 
running and Mary Windsor received the 
Best Conductor’s Prize. The competition 
was adjudicated by our Head of Vocal 
Studies, Miss Suzzie Vango. 

Senior House 
Song Competition
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This much-loved event had the welcome 
addition of winners from the House 
Music Ensemble competition. Elmshurst, 
Housman, Oakley and Wendron-Gordon 
all performed with real polish and 
professionalism. Two new groups, the 
Boys’ Choir and the Girls’ Choir, helped to 
give the evening energy from the off, with 
a joint rendition of Ain’t Nobody. Mainstays 
of this event, the Big Band again teamed 
up with Senior String Orchestra for a finale 
of wide ranging styles from Muse to Dean 
Martin and Candi Staton.

Pop & Jazz

In March, a fifty-strong choir, comprising 
members from the Senior Chapel Choir 
and Year 8 singers, ventured to sing 
Evensong at Coventry Cathedral. The 
annual tradition of singing in one of 
the UK’s cathedrals is always a joyous 
occasion. Coventry’s architecture, with 
its war-torn ruins and post-war revival in 
perfect juxtaposition was an ideal space to 
sing music spanning the centuries. Lenten 
plainsong responses sat alongside music 
by Charles Stanford – the anthem was Oh 
for a closer walk with God – and William 
Mathias – the frenzied Magnificat from 
the Jesus College Service, making full use 
of the vast organ and wonderful acoustic. 
Quite a remarkable occasion and one that 
we hope will live in the minds of those in 
attendance for some time.

Coventry 
Cathedral
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A joint choir of Prep and Senior pupils took 
to the stage to perform one of the most 
famous choral works in the repertory in 
March. A concert featuring music from 
the ornate Baroque Era included Vivaldi’s 
Gloria, accompanied by a professional 
orchestra and featuring soloists Gabriel 
Brown (Year 8), Jenna Kam (LVI) and Lisa 
Bradburn (UVI). 

Vivaldi Gloria
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Bromsgrove School’s combined Prep 
and Senior Choir competed in May at 
the Cheltenham Festival of Performing 
Arts in the School Choir U19 category, 
winning the E. L. Ward Challenge Cup. 
The adjudicator, Ula Weber, thought 
their performance of the Lacrymosa from 
Mozart’s Requiem was extremely moving 
and said that their “understanding of the 
text really came through”. The second 
song they sang was the Spiritual song 
Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel arranged 
by Richard Allain. Ula Weber thought 
that “they had really tight rhythms, a 
very secure ensemble and a good blend 
throughout”.

The Prep School Junior Orchestra also 
travelled to Cheltenham on the same 
day. The seventy-three strong orchestra 
consisted of pupils from Years 3-6 and 
filled the whole stage of the Town Hall. 
The pupils performed beautifully and the 
adjudicator praised their ability to watch 
the conductor and listen well to their fellow 
players. She had particular compliments 
for the pianist and the woodwind soloists. 
The Orchestra returned to School having 
been awarded the magnificent Girl Guide 
trophy.

Cheltenham 
Festival

This year’s House Music Competition 
was a wonderful example of Bromsgrove 
music at its best. 111 performers took 
to the stage in both the Ensemble and 
Solo Competitions and we enjoyed 
hearing an outstanding array of talent 
from all involved. Each of the eleven 
House ensembles gave their all and 
impressed the adjudicator in their variety 
of musical styles and communicative 
qualities. Congratulations to joint winners 
Housman Hall and Wendron-Gordon 
for their arrangements of Live and Let 
Die (HH) and Shotgun (WG). This year 
soloists competed in two categories: 
Intermediate and Advanced. Each finalist 
had progressed from the first round the 
week before, for which thirty-six musicians 
auditioned.  Congratulations go to Johnson 
Shi on drums from Elmshurst who won 
the Intermediate Category. Jude Wynter 
(Ws) and Vincent Li (Ly) jointly won the 
Advanced Category in two outstanding 
piano performances. The competition 
was judged by Ms Susan Collier, Head of 
Strings at Haileybury College.  

Senior House  
Music Competition
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It has been a particularly exciting year for 
the Prep School Music Department with 
both Chamber and Chapel Choirs being 
selected for the final of the Barnardo’s 
National Choral Competition, held at 
the Royal Festival Hall in London. The 
Chamber Choir were thrilled to fend off 
stiff competition from the seventeen 
other rival choirs in order to be crowned 
Banardo’s National Junior Choir of the 
Year. It was exciting for the children to 
have the opportunity to perform in such 
a prestigious venue and they had worked 
hard to prepare a challenging programme 
for their performance. 

Banardo’s Choral Competition 
The evening was rounded off by a mass 
singing by all the choirs of The World in 
Union, raising the rafters with the many 
young voices. It was an incredibly inspiring 
and exciting day.

If you missed it, you didn’t miss out! 
Performances can be seen again on our 
YouTube channel.

J McKelvey and M Corrie
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The celebration of all things international 
at Cultures Connect 2019 may have taken 
place in March, but the Cultures Connect 
Committee of Sixth Form students started 
planning it at the start of the academic 
year. Their dedication paid off, as the 
evening was superb and the audience was 
tremendously supportive; the atmosphere 
wonderful. Students had bought goodies 
from all over the world to sell and face 
painting of national flags was a winner. The 
programme included interviews with the 
performers explaining why they were so 
proud of their culture. 

The opening skit by Paolo and Yana 
was very funny: hoping for a Hawaiian 
holiday, they found themselves at 
Bromsgrove School and rather than being 
disappointed, they decided to celebrate its 
diversity and enjoy themselves. And enjoy 
it we did. From Chinese, Japanese, and 
Russian singing, to powerful poetry in Tatar 
and dance representing cross-cultural 
collaboration, the themes of tolerance and 
cooperation spoke the loudest.  

J Boonnak

Cultures Connect
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Prep Music



Senior  
Music
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Prep Art
The Preparatory School Art Department 
has had one of its busiest years to date, 
ensuring the pupils, along with Mrs Elliott, 
Miss Read and Dr Barron, have had an 
unforgettable time. 

Mindfulness was introduced at the start 
of lessons in Years 5-8, which has had a 
hugely beneficial effect. The pupils have 
responded positively to encouraging their 
mind, emotions and body to settle before 
starting lessons. We believe this practice 
helped pupils produce one of the most 
diverse and rich sets of artistic studies to 
date. 

We started off showing pupils’ drawings 
of war animals from Year 5-8, in 
remembrance of the centenary. War 
animals were reflected upon with purple 
poppies, to encourage our pupils’ peaceful 
future aims in life; these were exhibited in 
Routh Hall in a cross-curricular exhibition. 
We also shared our pupils’ works of art 
in Ms Cadwallader’s rich and diverse 
Eisteddfod competitions, in two separate 
events for Years 5-6 and Years 7-8. 

We were proud to host the SATIPS 
National Art Exhibition for the second year 
running. After a special opening weekend, 
the exhibits, which comprised of artwork 
from over fifty Preparatory Schools from 
around the country, was open to the public 
in our Hospitality Suite. 

Pupils from Bromsgrove Prep School 
and multiple others enjoyed workshops 
by artist, Mark Lippett, which helped the 
students develop their drawing skills. 

The art that was shown in the Voices and 
Visions exhibition at Worcester Cathedral 
was visited by many people and we were 
so thrilled to be invited to take part. 
Furthermore, a range of pupil artwork was 
taken to another exhibition space in The 
Art House at the University of Worcester. 
In activities, our usual pottery, clay, 
painting and textiles sessions were 
complemented by a new and exciting 
activity introduced by Mrs Deval-Reed. 
She housed a fabulous glass kiln in the art 
department, where pupils have revelled in 
the excitement of the process and the utter 
beauty of the outcome. 

We have also enjoyed three art futures 
talks, presented to Years 6-8. We were 
enthralled by a graphic designer’s 
stunning career, a textile breakdown 
artist’s role in film, TV and Theatre and 
finalised in an awe-inspiring interior design 
and architecture presentation.  

V Barron
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Senior Art
As ever, the Art and Textiles Department 
at Bromsgrove has had a fully subscribed 
activities programme this year. 

Recreational pupils often come with ideas 
of what they want to explore and develop 
but occasionally, after being encouraged 
to observe the rich and varied work in the 
new gallery area, they will be influenced 
by something in-house. Our new hanging 
system in the building has encouraged 
pupils to work towards exhibiting this 
year and a good deal of work has been 
produced for this purpose. 

The Department is also host to a 
Bromsgrove Service activity every Tuesday; 
baby knitting is well attended and pupils 
have been busy all year producing knitted 
items to donate to local charity shops. 

During ‘exam season’, the Department is 
full to bursting on Saturdays but IB pupils 
are also able to work toward their CAS 
hours developing their skills without the 
pressure of a final test. The Department 
also hosts the Photography Activity on 
Saturdays, having recently introduced new 
member of staff, Mr Wynne, to pupils.

It has never been busier and the 
Department embraces all interest in 
creativity. Come and join in! 

S Morgans
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Sport
Prep Boys’ Athletics
Our U10 athletes competed at the District 
Athletics Championships at the Abbey 
Stadium, Redditch. In third position, 
Oliver Cattell (high jump) jumped 1.10 
metres, and Seth Benjamin threw 41 
metres in the cricket ball throw. In first 
position and crowned District Champion, 
Alfie Higgins competed in the cricket ball 
throw – an excellent result for him and the 
Prep School. Well done to Henry Foster, 
Alfie Higgins, Seth Benjamin and Henry 
Greaves on winning the 4x100 metres 
relay.

In May 2019, the Preparatory School 
boys’ athletics team emphatically won the 
county round of the English Schools’ Track 
and Field Cup competition. On a glorious 
sunny day, the boys amassed 390 points 
from all their events. On the track, there 
were nine new lifetime best performances, 
two equal lifetime best performances, 
while in the field events; there were five 
new lifetime best performances. 

Daniel Vassell scored 50 points (platinum 
standard), jumping 11.56 metres in triple 
jump, which was a distance further than 
any other boy in the older age groups. 
Following Daniel, Hanli Yang scored 43 
points overall (gold standard). There were 
many other stand out performances from 
all fourteen athletes who performed so 
well. Overall, the boys ranked in the top 
ten from an entry of over 600 schools. 

Before the academic year ended, the 
team qualified for the prestigious English 
Schools’ National Track and Field Cup 
Final (ESAA) after winning the Midland 
A Final at Nuneaton. This is the third 
consecutive year that the Prep School 
have qualified for the National Final. This 
competition is open to every school in 
England and this year, over 600 schools 
entered the junior boys’ competition. 
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Once more, Daniel Vassell topped the 
table with 55 points, which equals the 
Preparatory School point’s record in the 
ESAA Cup for two events. Daniel was 
followed by Manobal Limbu with 41 points, 
who had a great day in both his events – 
gaining a PB in the 300m (44.7 secs) and 
throwing 29.33m in the discus. 

Seth Rogerson now features second on the 
all-time list for Prep School javelin, with 
a huge throw of 37.27m. Rohan Adams 
(80m hurdles) and Hanli Yang (200m) 
followed in quick succession with PBs in 
their events. Markuss Thompson-Ford (PB 
200m), Kingsley Reid (PB 100m), Max 
Jehan (PB 300m) and George Hastings 
(PB Long Jump) all gained more than 30 
points each. Joe McLoughlin also gained 
a PB with 32.95m in the hammer event. 
Yanbo Dong, William Pridden, Finbar 
Dinnen, Toby Lewis and Josh Haughton 
also took part and should be congratulated 
on their efforts. 

In July 2019, the boys travelled to Essex 
for the 40th Annual English Schools’ 
Track and Field Cup Final. It is always 
very difficult to prepare a team over a 
week after term has finished, and some 
of the boys were therefore unavailable 
due to other commitments. Nevertheless, 
the team acquitted themselves superbly 
on the day and finished in 12th position 
overall. Indeed, Bromsgrove were the 
only Preparatory School from England to 
have qualified and this is the third year 
in a row that a junior boys’ team have 
reached an ESAA National Final. Even 
before the day had started, Bromsgrove 
were honoured to have a photograph, of 
Alex Ranger throwing the javelin, chosen 
for the front page of the programme. Hanli 
Yang was the top point’s scorer on the 
day, with 43 points and a new PB in the 
discus (28.84m). Manobal Limbu scored 
39 points; Seth Rogerson was second in 
the javelin (38 points) and Joe McLoughlin 
(36 points). George Hastings gained a new 
PB in the 80m Hurdles and Max Jehan 
jumped 1.38m in the high jump with a PB. 
Robert Sanghera competed in the long 
jump and jumped 4.40m on the day – this 
was also a personal best performance. 

Rohan Adams, Markuss Townsend-Ford 
and Nicholas Hunt all achieved 29 points 
and Finbar Dinnen finished just one 
behind on 28 points. Alexander Lobban 
competed in the 800m in a time of 2 
minutes 40 seconds (PB). Josh Haughton 
finished on 25 points and Jack Wilkinson 
with 12 points. 

Year 8 athletes representing the District 
at the County Championships have 
been making some big headlines. Seth 
Rogerson was crowned County Champion 
in the javelin, throwing 42.79m and 
achieving both School and County 
records in the process. Manobal Limbu 
and George Hastings were also crowned 
County Champions in the discus and 
80m hurdles. In runners-up position 
and second in the County, Louis Francis 
finished in 14.6 seconds in the 80m 
hurdles and Rohan Adams jumped 
10.06m in the triple jump. In fourth place, 
Hanli Yang finished the 200m in 26.9 
seconds. Both Markuss Townsend-Ford 
and Max Jehan finished in fifth place in 
the long jump and high jump respectively. 
In the javelin, Airan Thapa-Magar was 
sixth with a throw of 19.89m. The 
Bromsgrove and Droitwich boys’ District 
team were crowned County Champions. 
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Five Preparatory School boys were 
in action at the Herefordshire and 
Worcestershire County Track and Field 
Championships. Daniel Vassell was our 
leading performer, winning the triple 
jump and he then went on to represent 
the School at the Mason Trophy. Joseph 
McLoughlin was fifth in the hammer, 
while there were good performances from 
Manobal Limbu in the 300m and discus, 
Airan Thapa-Magar in the javelin and Max 
Jehan recorded a personal best in the high 
jump. 

Following his performance in the District 
event, Daniel Vassell represented the 
County U15 Track and Field team at the 
English Schools’ Inter-Counties match 
at the Alexander Stadium, Birmingham. 
Daniel finished with a coveted silver 
medal, his best jump of the day being 
11.81 metres. This result meant Daniel 
was chosen for the County U15 team 
at the prestigious English Schools’ 
Championships, a feat that only two 
previous Preparatory School boys have 
achieved.

Forty-five of our leading boy athletes from 
Years 5-8 made the short trip to Stourport 
to take part in the annual Mercia Area 
Preparatory Schools’ Championships. 
This turned out to be an incredibly busy, 
exciting and rewarding day for many of 
our Bromsgrovians, and all athletes who 
finished in first place gained automatic 
qualification for the National Finals. 

In first place, for the Year 8 boys, was 
Seth Rogerson who threw 36.51 metres 
in the javelin to go third on the all-time 
best list for Prep School. Daniel Vassell 
jumped 11.76 metres in the triple jump, 
just missing the meeting record by fifteen 
centimetres. Joe McLoughlin came first in 
the long jump with 4.87 metres. In Year 7, 
James Hobbs finished first in a time of 2 
minutes 34 seconds. For the Year 6 boys, 
Oliver Dieppe gained first place in the 
75m hurdles (13.5 seconds, a new School 
record) and 2 minutes 34 seconds in the 
800m. Beau-Vaughan Hawkins threw 
24.67 metres in the javelin also finish first 
in the Year 6 boys’ category. 

In second place for the Year 8 boys were 
Daniel Vassell (13.8 seconds 80m hurdles) 
and Manobal Limbu (45.7 seconds 300m 
and 23.58 metres discus). In Year 6, Alfie 
Higgins scored a new School record with 
a throw of 22.49 metres in the javelin; 
Jasper Gallagher threw 15.73 metres in 
the discus. Both boys finished in second 
place in their respective events. The Year 
6 4x100 metres relay team of Roberto 
Sanghera, Ben Ray, Oliver Dieppe and 
Freddie Lawton came second.

In third were Hanli Yang (200 metres 
27.8 seconds), Max Jehan (1.40 metres 
high jump), Markuss Towsend-Ford (4.60 
metres long jump and 46.1 seconds 
300m) and Rohan Adams (10.15 metres 
triple jump). The 4x100 metres relay of 
Hanli Yang, Daniel Vassell, Kingsley Reid 
and Joe McLoughlin also came in third 
place for the Year 8 boys. In the Year 6 
boys’ discus, William Holroyd finished in 
third place with a throw of 15.37 metres 
and Henry Barned high jumped his way to 
third with a distance of 1.20 metres. 
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An action packed day at the National 
Preparatory Schools’ Athletics 
Championships culminated in the boys’ 
team having two National Champions in 
Oliver Dieppe (U12 75m hurdles, 12.96 
seconds), lowering his own School record, 
and Manobal Limbu, in the U14 discus, 
with his third round throw of 27.34 
metres enough to win the competition. 
Both performances are also National 
records. Further success came when Seth 
Rogerson won a bronze medal in the U14 
javelin, with a throw of 37.32 metres, less 
than two metres behind the winning throw. 
Roberto Sanghera came seventh and ninth 
in the U12 long jump (4.14 metres) and 
200 metres (29.26 seconds) respectively. 
Rohan Adams was ninth in the U14 boys’ 
triple jump (9.54 metres). Oliver Dieppe 
came tenth in the U12 800m (2 minutes 
37 seconds). Beau Vaughan-Hawkins was 
twelfth in the U12 javelin (19.34 metres) 
and Joe McLoughlin finished thirteenth in 
the U14 long jump (4.40 metres). Joshua 
Haughton also finished thirteenth, this 
time in the U13 100m (13.86 seconds). In 
sixteenth place was Manobal Limbu (U14 
300m in a time of 45.84 seconds) and 
James Hobbs finished seventeenth in the 
U13 800m (2 minutes 36 seconds). Well 
done to all our athletes on performing so 
well at a National Final.

Many thanks to all the staff who have 
coached the boys during the term; Mr 
Kippax, Mr Skipp, Mr Lane, Mr Pover and 
Mr Shone. It really has been a team effort.

G Jones

Athletics Awards

Most Outstanding Athlete 
Daniel Vassell (Senior) and  
Oliver Dieppe (Junior)

Most Improved Athlete   
Markuss Townsend-Ford (Senior) and 
Beau Vaughan-Hawkins (Junior)
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This has been an excellent year for 
Preparatory School girls’ athletics. In the 
ESAA athletics competition, our Years 
7 and 8 team were County Champions. 
They went through to the Regional round 
where they amassed 352 points in total 
and came third overall. In the National 
Prep Schools’ competition, a record 
fourteen individual athletes qualified for 
the National Finals and we had a huge 
number of athletes come inside the top 
six at this event. Our top Year 8 athletes 
took part in invitational meetings, hosted 
by the Senior School, which gave our 
Prep athletes the valuable experience to 
go on to do well at the many competitions 
throughout the season.

Several Year 8 athletes took part in the 
District Schools’ Athletics Championships 
competing for Year 9. There were some 
fantastic performances, including those 
who came in the top six: Lidia Belcuore 
coming sixth in the 200m and fourth in 
the shot put, Nancy Broadhurst and Freya 
Lawton coming fifth and sixth respectively 
in the 100m, Charlotte Jones fifth in 800m 
and Amy Pinfield sixth. Sophia Mills fourth 
in the 75m hurdles and Lily-Mae Wood 
fifth, Rosie Callegari and Evie Kingston 
joint fourth in high jump and Lily-Mae 
Wood fourth in discus. Finally, Jenny 
Fallows came fifth in the javelin.

The girls who had gained a place to 
represent the District in the County round 
were: Ella Kenward and Emily Dyer in the 
1500m (both achieving personal best 
times of 5.44mins and 5.53 mins on the 
day), Rosie Callegari in the 75m hurdles 
and Amelia Rowe and Amy Arrowsmith 
in the 300m. Amelia broke the School 
record in this event and achieved an 
impressive personal best time of 44.7 
secs in doing so. Amy also achieved a 
personal best time of 47.9 secs. In the 
County round following this competition, 
Rosie May Callegari came third in her 
heat and seventh in the final for the 75m 
hurdles. Amelia Rowe qualified for the 
300m final and came fourth. Emily Dyer 
came seventh in the 1500m. Also a big 
well done to Sophia Mills, Amy Arrowsmith 
and Ella Kenward for their performances 
on the day.

In the Key Stage 3 District Schools’ 
Competition (competing against their own 
year group), twenty-two Years 7 and 8 
girls took part. For some of these pupils, it 
was their first experience of competing in 
an inter-school athletics fixture and it was 
lovely to see their efforts being rewarded 
with medals. Pupils who came in third 
position include: Lucy Scott in shot put, 
Libby Rolph in the 75m hurdles, Evie 
Kingston in Year 8 high jump, Ashna Ghale 
in the Year 7 75m hurdles and Gabriella 
Billig in the Year 7 discus. 

Pupils who were awarded a silver medal 
were: Nancy Broadhurst in the Year 8 
100m, Isla Sutherland in Year 7 javelin 
and Ava Colley in the Year 7 75m hurdles. 
We had two athletes who won their events 
and therefore became District Champions: 
Jenny Fallows in the Year 8 javelin and 
Lauren Baker in Year 7 discus. 

Five of our Year 8 athletes took part in a 
multi-events competition at the Ryland 
Centre. Amy Arrowsmith, Lidia Belcuore, 
Amelia Rowe, Sophia Mills and Rosie 
Callegari competed in the 75m hurdles, 
shot put, 800m, long jump and high jump. 
Some of highlights included Lily-Mae 
Wood jumping 1.27m in high jump and 
3.82m in long jump. Sophia Mills 1.18m in 
the high jump and throwing 6.20m in the 
shot. Rosie Callegari threw 6.18m in shot 
and achieved 3.70m in long jump. Lidia 
Belcuore jumped 1.15m in high jump 
and achieved a personal best distance of 
8.06m in the shot put.

Thirty athletes from Years 5-8 took part 
in the National Prep Schools’ Athletics 
regional round at Stourport. Our most 
impressive results of the day were who 
won their event to gain a place at National 
Finals. Within these results, two new 
School records were broken. Alice Wilson-
Marsh who was competing a year young 
and smashed the U11 School 1500m 
record, in a time of 5.35.3 mins. Rosie 
Callegari won the U14 75m hurdles final 
in a time of 13.4 secs, and Ella Kenward 
won the U14 1500m race in a time of 5.38 
mins. Amelia Rowe won both the 200m 
and the 300m becoming double Regional 
Champion. 

Amy Arrowsmith came third in the 300m, 
but later gained a place to compete in this 
event at the National Finals. Lidia Belcuore 
won the U14 shot put throwing 7.57m. 
Riana Hunt beat the School U13 high 
jump record, jumping a fantastic 1.30m 
and qualified for the finals in two events. 
Isabelle Kavanagh threw a terrific 6.71m 
in the U13 shot put, winning the event 
and through to the final. Finally, Lily-Mae 
Wood threw 18.22m in the U14 discus to 
win and will compete for the second year 
running in this event.

At the Prep Schools’ National Finals at 
the Alexander Stadium in Birmingham, 
congratulations to the following girls 
who achieved an IAPS National athletics 
ranking:

Isabelle Kavanagh -  
6.93m in the U13 shot put (12th)
Scarlet Preston -  
3.84m in the U13 long jump (17th)
Emelia Moberley -  
competed in U14 javelin 
Lidia Belcuore -  
7.24m in U14 shot put (14th)
Ella Kenward -  
5.48 mins in U14 1500m (15th)
Emily Dyer -  
5.58 mins in U14 1500m (16th)
Amy Arrowsmith -  
47.95 secs in U14 300m (16th)
Riana Hunt -  
1.25m in U13 high jump (7th) and  
7.02m in U13 shot put (5th) 
Alice Wilson-Marsh -  
5.48 mins in U12 1500m (18th)
Meghan Higgs -  
2.54 mins in U12 800m (17th)
Honey Bo Luscombe -  
1.30m in U13 high jump (9th)
Lily Mae-Wood -  
21m U14 discus (9th)

Congratulations should go to the U10 
athletes who competed in the District 
Athletics Competition at the Abbey 
Stadium in Redditch. Well done to all 
pupils who took part. Our medallists 
included; Third position: Isla Goold in the 
600m in a time of 2.14 mins.

Prep Girls’ Athletics
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Second position: Gracie Thompson-Brown 
in high jump 1.10m and Farah Croce 24m 
in the rounders ball throw. 

In first position and crowned District 
Champion: Rumer Evans in the 150m 
running 22.08 secs. Alice Wilson-Marsh 
was triple District Champion winning the 
long jump (3.45m), the 600m in a time of 
1.56 mins, which is a School record and 
she was part of the winning 4 x 100m relay 
team. The other three girls who ran so well 
to win gold were Rumer Evans, Isla Bird 
and Eve Hetherington. 

J Danks

Athletics Awards

Most Outstanding Athlete 
Amelia Rowe (Senior) and  
Riana Hunt (Junior)

Most Improved Athlete 
Rosie Callegari (Senior) and  
Maria Christodolou (Junior) 
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This year has proven to be another 
outstanding year of athletics, with over a 
hundred students competing in fixtures. 
Their exceptional results highlight the 
students’ dedication and commitment to 
training both in the Summer Term and 
during pre-season.

With ten meets over a short seven weeks, 
this was a very busy term for Bromsgrove 
athletes. Our teams were eager to begin 
the season with a home meet. Results 
were excellent across the track and field, 
pushing both the girls and boys to the top 
of the points table. In our second friendly 
fixture, our athletes travelled to Rugby. 
Once again, the girls and boys performed 
well, placing first and third respectively. 

Our junior and intermediate teams 
took part in the County Multi Event 
Championship where they competed in a 
range of events. Congratulations to Louis 
Upton who has been selected to represent 
Hereford and Worcester in the next round 
of the competition.

Following strong performances at the 
district and county championships, 
the following athletes were selected to 
represent Hereford and Worcester at 
the prestigious Inter Counties Schools’ 
Championship, the Mason Trophy. Stand 
out performances at this competition 
were by Josh Leonisio (2nd in discus and 
hammer), Matthew Burke (3rd in hammer) 
and Zach Armstrong (3rd in shot put).

Senior Athletics
Intermediate Girls
Emily Gittoes
Hannah Sahota
Felicitas Zahlbruckner

Intermediate Boys
Matthew Burke
Alex Collin
Josh Leonisio
Andrew Wong

Junior Boys
Zach Armstrong
Billy McDonough 
Louis Upton

The intermediate boys and girls put in 
strong performances in the first round 
of the English Schools’ Track and Field 
Cup, qualifying them both for the Midland 
Finals. The girls finished in a strong third 
place and the boys narrowly missed out on 
a place in the National Final by finishing 
a close second by only seven points. All 
should be proud of their achievements.
 
Congratulations to Felicitas Zahlbruckner 
who has broken an impressive four School 
records this season. She achieved times of 
12.3 in the 100m, 25.3 in the 200m and 
66.6 in the 400m hurdles and a distance 
of 5.60m in the long jump.

Overall, our athletes have had a very 
successful season, and we look forward to 
even more success in the years to come.  

L Mullan
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Senior Badminton
The Bromsgrove badminton academy has 
again increased its participation levels, up 
to a weekly total of forty-five pupils training 
across two training sessions.  

The focus this year has been to improve 
the skill level of all players, increase their 
range of shots and develop their ability 
to read the game. It has been pleasing 
to see the majority of academy players 
representing Bromsgrove School at one 
of the age levels, whether that is in a 
Saturday friendly fixture or in competition.

Our Saturday matches throughout the 
season have been played in fine spirit. 

The boys’ team played fourteen matches, 
winning eight, drawing two and losing only 
four, which is a fantastic record, especially 
with the average age of the group being 
young. The girls’ team played twelve 
matches in total, winning eight, drawing 
one and losing three which again is a 
brilliant record as the girls have played 
some very good opposition. The high point 
of the season was an early win against a 
very strong Loughborough School.

Both the boys and girls excelled in the 
National competition. All four teams 
reached the regional finals winning the 
district and county rounds with relative 
ease. The U14 girls missed reaching the 
National Finals by one game in the final, 
which was decided by the smallest of 
margins.

This year has produced some fantastic 
individual performances and the results 
demonstrate a superb squad effort. 
Well done to everyone who has 
represented the School at badminton.

S Ingram
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With a total of twenty-one fixtures over the 
course of two terms, this proved to be a 
successful basketball season for the boys’ 
teams.

The senior boys’ team have had a quiet 
season that started with three tough 
fixtures against Shrewsbury School, 
Alcester Grammar and Worcester Wolves’ 
U18 team. The Bromsgrove team, 
although ending up on the losing side in 
each of these fixtures, learnt a great deal 
and gelled as a team. Only one more loss 
came after wins against Old Swinford, 
Cheltenham College, Stowe School and a 
return fixture against Old Swinford. The 
best result was saved until the last game 
of the year when we hosted Alcester 
Grammar. For some of the boys, this was 
their last fixture for the School – Jack 
Duan, Max Lee and Ivan Raspopov have 
all played School basketball for five years 
and the team wanted to end on a positive 
note. It was an unbelievable game that 
even the Headmaster couldn’t take his 
eyes off. The Bromsgrove side gave the 
perfect send off to the leavers and won 
the game 47-44. The future looks good 
for basketball at Bromsgrove with a large 
number of players returning from this 
year’s squad – we look forward to seeing 
how they get on.

Senior Basketball
There have been a large number of the 
U16 team who have represented the 
School’s 1st team, which shows the 
talent rising through the School. The U16 
team played in seven fixtures across the 
year, only losing two fixtures against very 
strong opposition. They recorded wins 
in the Worcestershire League against St 
Augustine’s, North Bromsgrove, Trinity 
High and Waseley Hills High. This 
meant that the team finished as the first 
place team and overall winners of the 
competition. The U15 team followed the 
U16s positive results with several wins in 
their Worcestershire age group, finishing at 
the top of the local league. 

The U14s, being new to the Senior School 
and many of them having not played 
basketball before, proved to have a large 
amount of potential. They progressed 
out of the Bromsgrove league as group 
winners and qualified to be part of the 
Worcestershire County Final. They played 
four fixtures, winning one, which meant 
that they finished fourth in the County. 
Although they were disappointed on the 
day, the team should be proud of how 
much progression they have made this 
year.

My last thanks must go to Mr Challoner 
for his continued support for basketball, 
helping to referee all the home matches. 
And the biggest thanks of all to Mr Miller, 
our basketball coach who puts in an 
enormous amount of effort, time and 
energy into training which has allowed the 
boys to make huge strides in becoming 
fantastic players. Thank you all for your 
hard work. 

L Mullan
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Prep Boys’  
Cricket
Despite the English weather doing its 
frustrating worst and causing several 
cancellations, there have been sixty-
seven games played as a whole, with 
the highlight being the U13 winning the 
county final. The U13A played some 
good cricket but were unfortunate to lose 
to Prestfelde in the last sixteen of the 
National Cup. Special mentions to Nathan 
Jukes, Tom Astle, Alastair Richie, Oliver 
Holden, Seth Rogerson, Lucas Ingram, 
Tom Ashton, Jai Bushnell, Seth Benjamin 
and Alfie Higgins who have all represented 
their respected age groups. 

This year, the School ran out nineteen 
teams with over 200 boys having the 
opportunity to play the game competitively. 
Well done to all involved and a special 
mention to all staff who have helped over 
the term, allowing pupils to develop and 
experience cricket.
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U11A 
What promised to be an action packed 
season, turned out to be just five cricket 
events due to cancellations because of the 
weather. Nevertheless, the U11A boys had 
an enjoyable season and improved their 
confidence and ability and developed their 
all-round knowledge of the game. Good 
wins were recorded against Dean Close, 
Blue Coat Birmingham and Warwick. 
Well done to the whole squad for their 
outstanding effort and attitude, and I hope 
they continue to enjoy your cricket.

A Lane

U11A Results

Dean Close   
WON by 90 runs (Broadhurst 48*, 
Vaughan-Hawkins 31)

Bluecoat Birmingham   
WON by 81 runs (Vaughan-Hawkins 25*, 
Holroyd 4 for 5)

ESCA 8-a-side Hardball    
LOST to King’s Hawford by 7 runs,  
WON The Elms by 2 wickets,  
LOST to King’s St Albans by 23 runs

King’s St Albans    
LOST by 3 wickets (Higgins 35, Benjamin 
15 and Dieppe 15)

Warwick School    
WON by 2 wickets (Benjamin 25*, Holroyd 
22*, Wright 2 for 1)

U13A 
The U13A team had an enjoyable year, 
playing some excellent cricket and winning 
all but two of their matches. With so many 
talented players in the team, and no 
weaknesses in the XI, the season promised 
much but perhaps turned on the toss of 
a coin against Prestfelde in the National 
Bunbury Cup competition, a team who 
were to go on to be crowned the eventual 
winners. Despite this, there is no doubt 
that this particular group has a very bright 
future, and it was encouraging to see them 
ending the season on such a high note, 
with a tremendous performance in the 
field against King’s seeing them deservedly 
crowned as County Champions. It was a 
real pleasure to have been their coach and 
I wish them success at the Senior School.

U13A Results

Worcestershire CCC U13  
WON by 48 runs (Jukes 51*, Rogerson 
35)

Dean Close   
WON by 39 runs (Ingram 75*, Rogerson 
37)

KES  
WON by 65 runs (Ingram 44, Jukes 38, 
Holden 36*, Jukes 2 for 6 off 5)

Christopher Whitehead  
WON by 107 runs (Astle 30*, Gill 3 for 9)

Trent College    
TIED (Jukes 68)

RGS Worcester   
WON by 4 wickets (Astle 3 for 8 and 57*)

Sir Thomas Rich   
WON by 68 runs (Jukes 57*, Astle 35*)

Prestfelde   
LOST by 8 wickets (Jukes 1 for 11 off 6)

Solihull    
LOST by 1 run (Ingram 3 for 7, Ritchie 3 
for 12 and 4 catches)

King’s (County Final)  
WON by 64 runs (Rogerson 31 and 3 for 
5, Ingram 3 for 12, Astle 3 for 6)
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Prep Girls’ Cricket 
The U13A and B girls’ cricket teams 
played fixtures against RGS Worcester and 
King’s Worcester, winning both matches 
comfortably. Unfortunately, due to the 
rather wet weather we have had this term, 
other matches were cancelled. There have 
been some exceptional players in the U13 
girls’ squad this year, including Jenny 
Fallows who plays for Worcestershire 
and Scarlet Preston who plays for 
Warwickshire.

For the first time, the U11 girls had their 
first opportunity to play in a competitive 
cricket tournament, held at the RGS The 
Grange. There were six teams in total 
and these were split into two sections of 
three. Each team played two games. In 
Bromsgrove’s first game, the girls played 
the hosts, RGS The Grange. Bromsgrove 
batted exceptionally well to win 77 runs 
to 63. During the second game, despite a 
close encounter, Bromsgrove narrowly lost 
to King’s St Alban’s 74 runs to 108. Well 
done to all of the girls who represented 
the School. A special mention goes to 
Prabhkiran Sondhi and Phoebe Dinnen 
who both scored 14 runs in their first 
game and Riana Hunt, who scored 13 in 
the second game.

We look forward to playing ‘pairs’ cricket 
for all age groups (instead of rounders), 
from Summer Term 2020.

J Danks

Cricket Awards

Best Batsman 
Nathan Jukes (Senior) and  
William Broadhurst (Junior)

Best Bowler 
Tom Astle (Senior) and  
Finlay Wright (Junior)

Best Fielder 
Seth Rogerson (Senior) and  
Freddie Pritchard (Junior)

Most Valuable Girl Cricket Player 
Jenny Fallows (Senior) and  
Prabhkiran Sondhi (Junior)

Most Improved Girl Cricket Player 
Emelia Moberley (Senior) and  
Phoebe Dinnen (Junior)

B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N

243

This season has been an exciting one for 
the girls’ U15 cricket team, with the team 
gaining a huge amount of experience and 
knowledge with each game they played. 
Following a very narrow defeat against 
Bromsgrove Cricket Club, the girls played 
in the National U15 T20 tournament 
where they faced some strong opposition. 
Despite losing both matches, the girls 
came away feeling inspired and confident 
that they have the ability to compete 
against more experienced schools. This 
was shown in their final match when they 
beat Shrewsbury School by 26 runs.

B Arch

Senior Girls’ 
Cricket



The 2019 cricket season proved to be a 
very successful one, as the 1st XI were 
effective in six out of the nine games 
they played - two of those losses were by 
the narrowest of margins. A good team 
spirit and a clear understanding of roles 
in the team was vital in securing a good 
early start against Worcestershire CCC. 
We looked set for a successful run chase 
before rain ended the game early. We then 
played the annual 20-over match against 
KES Birmingham. The visitors elected to 
bowl first and so, with some good batting 
from the Bromsgrove top order, we posted 
136-4 from our 20 overs. Some restrictive 
bowling saw the visitors reduced to 100-4 
in reply, a solid win for the start of the 
season.

The first block fixture on a Saturday was 
against Magdalen College at home. Having 
won the toss and elected to bowl first, 
we bowled well early on with George and 
Henry Marshall restricting the visitors to 
30-1 off the first 14 overs. Some good 
batting from Magdalen saw them reach a 
respectable total of 184 all out. In reply, 
Bromsgrove looked set for a good run 
chase at 110-1 after around 30 overs, 
but a flurry of quick wickets after Alex 
Hinkley, who made 70, was out caused 
Bromsgrove to fall just three runs short. 

The second block fixture was away at 
Denstone College. Reduced to a 45-over 
game, we won the toss and elected to 
bowl first. George and Henry Marshall 
had the hosts struggling early on, 35-3 
off 14 overs. Denstone’s star player 
managed to pull them out of the difficult 
situation before some good spin bowling 
from Tom Maidment and Dan Meredith 
restricted Denstone to 174-9 from 45 
overs. Bromsgrove lost wickets at regular 
intervals, which made the chase difficult 
for us, but a match winning partnership 
between Joe Miszkowski and Dan 
Meredith saw Bromsgrove get across the 
line in the penultimate over. 

The National T20 Cup saw Bromsgrove 
face KES Stratford during the morning, 
restricting them to 78-8 from 20 overs and 
chasing it down in just 13 overs. We then 
faced Malvern College. Bowling first, the 
game turned on its head as the visitors 
made 120 off just 60 balls. Malvern posted 
176 and in response, Bromsgrove had a 
positive start with some good hitting from 
Alex Hinkley and Dan Meredith. However, 
the task was too great and Bromsgrove fell 
40 short. 

Senior Boys’ Cricket
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The annual fixture against the MCC was 
played in good spirit with the MCC batting 
first, making only 147 with wickets for 
George and Henry Marshall, and Freddie 
fallows taking 4-11. This was a good 
experience for a young bowler. Bromsgrove 
looked good with the bat at times but we 
just did not have enough to battle our way 
to victory.

The game against Shrewsbury School saw 
everything come together for Bromsgrove. 
As was the case regularly this season, 
Shrewsbury were 40-3 from the first 15 
overs after George and Henry Marshall 
removed the top three batsmen for 
Shrewsbury. A rebuild saw the visitors get 
to 90-3, before the spinners took a grip of 
the game and Shrewsbury were bowled 
out for 118 - an unbelievable performance. 
With the bat, it looked comfortable with 
Alex Hinkley hitting an unbeaten 70 to get 
us over the line with 20 overs to spare. 
This match was a real highlight for us all.

There were a number of games cancelled 
due to rain, which left only one game 
for the 1st XI, away at Stowe School, a 
declaration game. Stowe elected to bat 
first and posted 143 from 43 overs, a good 
fielding performance from Bromsgrove 
including wickets for every bowler. With 
the bat, a difficult pitch saw Bromsgrove 
lose wickets regularly because of low 
bounce and some good bowling from 
Stowe. 

A match winning partnership between 
Joe Miszkowski and Ben Fitzmaurice got 
Bromsgrove within 20, before a couple 
more wickets made it even tighter. 
Freddie fallows proved a valuable partner 
to Miszkowski (49*) and the pair got 
Bromsgrove over the line. A great way to 
end the season.

Special mention must go to the U17s in 
their National Cup run. They have made 
it to the semi-finals, due to take place in 
September 2019 and face Stamford at 
home. This came after a good run of wins 
against King’s Worcester, Shrewsbury 
School and Myerscough College. Some 
very good bowling and some outstanding 
partnerships have made it such a 
memorable run in this competition, which 
the School has not seen for many years. A 
serious claim to make the final at Arundel 
makes this an exciting time for the U17 
team, who have also made the final of the 
Chesterton Cup, hosted at New Road. 

The U14s had an impressive season and 
they also have their County final to look 
forward to in September. The weather 
was against them all term and they play 
Malvern in early next Michaelmas Term. 
Both the U14A, B and Cs, and the U15 
A, B and C teams enjoyed great wins this 
term, the highlight being the U15s win 
against Shrewsbury after losing to them 
heavily on a previous occasion. The U15s 
lost to a strong Malvern team in the County 
Final.

The School will lose three Upper Sixth 
players this year - George Marshall, Ben 
Fitzmaurice and Tom Maidment. However, 
we hope that the momentum gained 
through this season will continue next 
year. As captain, I would personally like to 
thank the boys for making this season so 
enjoyable, with the effort and enthusiasm 
from everyone shown right to the end. I 
would also like to thank Mr Fallows and 
Mr Merry for their efforts this year during 
training and game time, and to Phil 
Tongue and Kelly Evenson for their efforts 
throughout the winter with the 1st XI and 
then the U14s and U15s in the summer. 
An enjoyable season all round.

George Marshall 
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The boys all ran superbly to qualify for the 
Midland Final of the ESAA National Cup 
and finished in the following positions: 
William Pridden 3rd, Dan Vassell 4th, 
Alexander Lobban 5th, Finbar Dinnen 
7th, George Hastings 8th, Toby Lewis 9th, 
James Hobbs 10th and Henry Hoare 11th.

Representing Hereford and Worcestershire 
at the Midland Final, the junior boys 
worked  hard on a tough hilly course 
and the results were as follows: William 
Pridden 12th, Finbar Dinnen 25th, Alex 
Lobban 26th, Henry Hoare 39th, Daniel 
Vassell 42nd, James Hobbs 43rd.

Bromsgrove hosted the annual district 
Cross Country Championships, with a total 
of forty boys running from our own Years 
5, 6, 7 and 8. There were many individual 
highlights and the first four runners home 
for the School in each category were: 
 
Year 5: Henry Greaves 4th, Henry Foster 
6th, Alfie Higgins 7th, Oliver Cattell 26th  
Year 6: Oliver Dieppe 1st, Freddie Lawton 
11th, Robert Sanghera 12th, William 
Broadhurst 15th 

Year 7: William Pridden 2nd, Alexander 
Lobban 5th, James Hobbs 7th, Tom 
Fullard 11th

Year 8: Daniel Vassell 2nd, Fin Dinnen 7th, 
Toby Lewis 9th, Henry Hoare 10th
More success followed at the U15 District 
Cross Country event with Dan Vassell,15th, 
Finbar Dinnen, 37th, George Hastings 
50th, Henry Hoare, 55th. 

Prep Boys’  
Cross-Country

In February 2019, some of our cross-
country runners from Years 5-7 
represented the District Team at the 
Worcestershire County Championships. 
There were some excellent results 
with Henry Foster and Henry Greaves 
finishing 27th and 28th for the Year 5 
boys respectively. Oliver Dieppe finished 
a fantastic 5th place for Year 6 boys, and 
our best placing of the day went to William 
Pridden (Year 7) in 3rd place. Alex Lobban 
also took part but unfortunately did not 
finish. 

Well done to all our runners and special 
congratulations to Oliver Dieppe and 
William Pridden on being selected to 
represent the county of Worcestershire 
at the English School’s Games National 
Final - they both went on to finish 54th 
and 42nd respectively out of all schools in 
England.
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Finishing off the season, our leading U11 
and U13 runners took part in the 27th 
annual National Preparatory Schools’ 
Cross Country Championships at Malvern 
College. The course is very demanding 
and the boys produced some great 
finishes, with our best result being William 
Pridden (63rd) for the U13 boys and Oliver 
Dieppe (71st) for the U11 boys. Other 
boys finished in the following positions: 
Finbar Dinnen 79th (U13), Alexander 
Lobban 90th (U13), Jack Wilkinson 179th 
(U13), Ollie Wilkins 184th (U13), Freddie 
Pritchard 184th (U11), William Broadhurst 
192nd (U11), Freddie Lawton 235th (U11) 
and Augustus Cole 252nd (U11). 

Well done to everyone on a hugely 
successful cross-country season.

G Jones
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During the Michaelmas Term, thirty-six 
Prep girls from Years 5-8 took part in the 
District Cross-Country Championships, 
hosted at Bromsgrove. Individual 
highlights from the first four Prep School 
runners home were:
 
Year 5: Alice Wilson-Marsh - 1st (qualified 
for the county round), Isla Goold - 3rd 
(qualified for the county round), Ruby 
Broadhurst - 6th (qualified for the county 
round), Chloe Chan - 7th   
 
Year 6: Meghan Higgs - 1st (qualified 
for the county round), Jessica Fox - 7th, 
Matilda Wilkins - 13th, Phoebe Dinnen - 
15th 
 
Year 7: Scarlet Preston - 1st (qualified 
for the county round), Sara Saez - 2nd 
(qualified for the county round), Teah 
Petrova - 3rd (qualified for the county 
round), Katie Harris - 12th 
 
Year 8: Ella Kenward - 6th (qualified for 
the county round), Amelia Rowe - 16th 
(qualified for the county round), Charlotte 
Jones - 17th, Emily Dyer - 20th  

Several of our pupils qualified to run in the 
Worcestershire County Cross Country event 
at Wolverley School. In the Year 7 race, 
Scarlet Preston came 4th and gained a 
place at National Finals, and Teah Petrova 
came 16th which was a great performance 
out of forty-eight of the best runners in the 
County. In the U11 race, Meghan Higgs 
ran superbly to come in 2nd place and 
gained a place at National Finals. Finally, 
in the U10 race, we had our best result of 
the day with Alice Wilson-Marsh winning 
her race and therefore securing her place 
at the National Finals. Isla Goold and Ruby 
Broadhurst came in 11th and 12th – well 
done.  

Prep Girls’  
Cross-Country

In the National Primary Schools Cross-
Country National Finals, there were some 
good results with Meghan Higgs (Year 6) 
coming 236th from 421 runners, Scarlet 
Preston (Year 7) 135th from 224 runners 
and finally Alice Wilson-Marsh (Year 5) 
came in a very impressive 46th from a 
huge field of 382 runners from around the 
country. 

The first round of the ESAA Cross-Country 
event was hosted here at Bromsgrove. The 
scores combined put Bromsgrove girls 
in 1st place in the county and therefore 
qualification for the Midlands Round. 
Here, the junior girls represented Hereford 
and Worcestershire. They faced a tough, 
hilly course but all performed very well. 
Individual results were: Scarlet Preston 
8th, Honey Bo Luscombe 21st, Amelia 
Rowe 26th, Ella Kenward 35th and Teah 
Petrova 39th. The team finished in a very 
credible 5th place. 
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In the U11 girls’ race at the IAPS National 
Prep Schools Championships, forty-six 
schools took part, consisting of 260 
runners. Meghan Higgs came 105th, 
Chloe Chan 161st, Tilly Wilkins 165th, 
Ruby Broadhurst 171st, Jessica Fox 189th 
and Isla Goold 202nd. As a School, the 
U11 girls came 35th. In the U13 race, 
Scarlet Preston came an impressive 26th 
followed by Ella Kenward 55th, Sara Lopez 
76th, Honey Bo Luscombe 79th and 
Amelia 85th. Overall, the U13 girls came a 
very respectable 11th place.

Congratulations to Ella Kenward and 
Emily Dyer who competed, impressively, 
a year young at the County Cross-Country 
Championship. Out of sixty-eight runners, 
Ella came 24th and Emily came 31st. Well 
done to both girls for a tremendous effort.

J Danks 

Cross Country Awards

Most Outstanding Runners 
William Pridden and  
Scarlet Preston (Senior) and 
Oliver Dieppe and Megan Higgs (Junior)

Most Improved Runners 
Finbar Dinnen and Amelia Rowe (Senior) 
and Freddie Pritchard and Matilda Wilkins 
(Junior)



B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N
250

With cross-country training commencing 
in the Michaelmas Term, and Bromsgrove 
hosting a successful home fixture in 
December, the runners were ready for 
the East Midlands Independent Schools’ 
Cross-Country League (EMISCCL) races 
throughout the Lent Term. 

The senior boys’ team, while not 
competitive at the front of the field, 
showed solid commitment through the 
season and focussed on improving their 
performances. Andrii Iermolaiev captained 
the team admirably. Charles Sapwell was a 
welcome return to the team after a break 
to focus on rugby. Artem Veprev, Boris 
Zhak, Maxim Korotych and Jayden Chun 
have really taken to running, and are 
training hard through the summer ready 
for next season. William Ayliffe became 
faster and faster, and was awarded the 
most improved runner this year. Henry 
Marshall ran consistently well at the head 
of our team, regularly finishing in the top 
ten at league races. 

Senior 
Cross-Country
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The open girls’ team had a wide range of 
abilities, with plenty of new faces, and a 
very friendly and inclusive atmosphere. 
Orla Walker used her experience to 
help our newcomers and keep a strong 
presence in the league races - her highest 
finish being 5th at Worksop College. 
Natalie Hatfield’s form continued to 
improve; winning at Rugby School, but she 
unfortunately could not make any other 
league races.  

The colts (U16 boys), who were strong 
last year, have been further improved with 
the addition of Sebastian Purvis, William 
Hobbs and Callum Wilkinson. A large and 
willing squad has enabled Bromsgrove 
to enter up to four colts teams in some 
races. Very competitive at the front, 
Purvis, Hobbs and Wilkinson have worked 
together in races and training. The colts A 
team finished 2nd  overall in the league, 
Hobbs was 5th individual and Purvis came 
22nd with his best three results of 1st, 1st 
and 5th. 
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At the prestigious King Henry VIII Relays, 
competing against some of the best young 
runners in the country, our U18 boys 
finished just below half way in 37th, and 
the girls finished in a commendable 17th 
position. Both teams had some younger 
runners gaining experience for faster times 
in the coming years. 

One of our final events of the season has 
recently been the Attingham Park Spring 
Relays, a lovely event meandering around 
the National Trust grounds and deer park. 
An enthusiastic team of six U18 boys 
worked hard to finish in 6th position. The 
U16 boys finished in 4th, and the U18 
girls made it to the podium to finish 3rd.

M Giles
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This year has been another successful 
year for the Bromsgrove School equestrian 
team. There have been many placings in 
various competitions and we have seen 
expansion in the team. 

At the beginning of the season, Chloe 
Derbyshire and Evie Derbyshire competed 
in the NSEA arena eventing qualifier for 
the Hickstead International Horse Show. 
Both jumped clear rounds but narrowly 
missed out on qualifying.

Jasmine Underwood competed in the 
NSEA dressage qualifier in April 2019. She 
did a lovely dressage year to score highly 
and finished 3rd in a competitive class - 
certainly a very promising combination for 
the future.

Chloe and Evie travelled to Rugby to take 
part in the ISA National Schools’ two-day 
event at Princethorpe College. This is a 
prestigious event and requires high levels 
of endurance for both horse and rider. 
Evie performed well and took 5th place 
individually, and both girls, being part of a 
mixed team, finished 2nd out of fourteen 
teams. A commendable achievement on 
new rides at a popular event in the NSEA 
calendar. Next year, we hope to continue 
our success at this well-known event. 

2018-19 has been a wonderful season for 
the School’s equestrian team and I would 
like to thank Mrs Buckingham and Mr 
Mullan for their continued support. 2019-
20 will be another great year and I am sure 
the team will go from strength to strength 
as new riders join from lower down the 
School.

Chloe Derbyshire

Senior Equestrian
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Fencing at the Prep School has seen lots 
of activity this year, with an increasing 
number of pupils making the step beyond 
the club to attend competitions.  

At the start of the academic year, two 
teams competed in the Gala event at 
RGS Worcester where they finished 1st 
in the U12 foil (Jasper Page and George 
Ascough) and 5th in the U10 Foil (Amina 
Muldasheva and Eric Li).

The New Year brought about new 
challenges - George Ascough was in action 
at the West Midlands Age Group Epeé. 
He finished 3rd in the U12 boys’ Epeé, 
a result that not only meant he received 
a medal but which also earned him a 
place in the British Youth Championship 
National Age Group Finals. Here, he 
fenced well to finish 32nd in Great Britain.

In March, our fencers competed in 
Birmingham at the King Edward’s Fencing 
Competition, where Oliver Gowan placed 
6th and George Ascough finished 13th 
in the U14 Foil. George fenced again in 
the afternoon, this time in the Epeé and 
finished 13th, winning a medal for best in 
pool.

In the Summer Term, it was our turn to 
host the Bromsgrove Pairs competition. 
Thirty-two fencers attended this fun event 
and we took part in 206 competitive fights 
on seven pistes over five hours. In the 
U14 Foil, Leo Boonnak and Oliver Gowan 
finished 5th, George Ascough and Jasper 
Page 6th, and Priya Giles and Amina 
Muldasheva finished 11th.

Later in the summer, our teams travelled 
to Redditch for the Hereford & Worcester 
County Championships. George Ascough 
picked up a silver medal in the U12 boys’ 
Epeé and returned the following day to 
fence in the Foil (gaining a bronze medal). 
Jasper Page finished 8th and Oliver Gowan 
11th place.

The club continues to produce competent 
and competitive fencers, many of whom 
are showing great potential. I look forward 
to the next season of competitions.

N Chapman

Prep Fencing
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Fencing at Bromsgrove School has 
enjoyed good numbers throughout the 
year, with many pupils attending at least 
one competition or event and a core group 
competing regularly.

The start of the academic year saw our 
fencers in action at the Cocks Moors 
Woods Epeé event where Artem Veprev 
achieved a 33rd place in the senior men’s 
Epeé. Elsa Tsia finished 10th in the U15 
girls’ category whilst Ada Tylova finished 
21st in the senior women’s event.

Five individuals - Alexander Krastev, 
Allo Mock, Tang Mahhthorn and Tatiana 
Morikova - took part in the Gala event at 
RGS Worcester where they all teamed up 
with pupils from other schools in a friendly 
team competition.

In the Lent Term, pupils competed in West 
Midlands Age Group Epeé where Tatiana 
Morikova finished 3rd for the U18 girls’, 
Artem Veprev and Elsa Tsia finished 5th 
in the U18 boys’ and U16 girls’ categories 
respectively.  

Early March saw us at the Cocks Moors 
Leisure Centre again, this time for the 
West Midlands Foil Age Groups. This was 
a good day with Sam Sung finishing 2nd 
(U16 boys) and Elsa Tsia 5th (U16 girls). 
The third of the West Midlands age group 
events was the Sabre held at KES Stratford 
where Tatiana Morikova finished 3rd in 
the U18 girls’ event at her first ever Sabre 
competition. 

All of these West Midlands Age Group 
results were good enough for qualification 
to the National Age Group Finals, three at 
Epeé, two at foil, and one at Sabre.

Tatiana Morikova travelled to Crystal 
Palace for the Public Schools’ Fencing 
Championships where she fenced all 
three weapons, finishing 24th at Epeé, 
27th at Sabre and 41st at Foil. A fantastic 
achievement. 

Pupils travelled to the England Institute 
of Sport in Sheffield for the British Youth 
Championship National Age Group Finals. 
Tatiana finished 27th in the U18 girls’ 
Epeé with Artem finishing 29th in the U18 
men’s Epeé and Elsa Tsia finishing 44th in 
the U16 girls’ Epeé.

During the Summer Term, we hosted our 
own Bromsgrove Pairs competition. The 
event was attended by thirty-two fencers 
from nine clubs, competing for sixteen 
medals in two events. Artem Veprev and 
Yann Meister teamed up in the U14+ Epeé 
and finished 3rd overall.

Congratulations and well done to everyone 
who took part in the various competitions 
and events this year – it all certainly bodes 
well for fencing at Bromsgrove. 

N Chapman

Senior Fencing
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The 2018 1st XI football team were the 
‘invincibles’ yet the 2019 team came very 
close to emulating that achievement. 
One defeat (1-2) to an Oundle team that 
was ‘played off the pitch’, in the words 
of the opposition coach, was the only 
blot on an otherwise impressive season. 
Two convincing home victories against 
St Edward’s (Oxford) 4-1 and Bablake 
6-2 bookended the season, whilst in-
between four draws, three of them away, 
demonstrated the competitive streak within 
the group. Yet, it was on the training fields 
that the real character of this squad was 
defined, led by the calming leadership 
skills of Louis Große Honebrink. Every 
player, whether training on the astro, 
on Lower Charford in the rain or at St. 
George’s Park, bought into the BSFC 
culture: humility; hard work; team before 
self. This collective spirit is the legacy of 
the 2019 squad for all those following to 
live up to. 

Goalkeeper Tom Siller, a stalwart of 
Bromsgrove Football, role-modelled to 
the younger keepers his desire to improve 
every session. He was protected in 
defence by Louis aided by the physical 
presence of Ben Humphries, who won 
numerous man-of-the-match awards for 
his tenacious play. To complete a strong 
rear guard, Ash Kandola showed his 
promise for the future as the sweeper in a 
complementary defensive trio. 

Due to the demands of playing five in 
midfield, Mr Brighton rotated the squad; 
Archie Batham-Read grew in confidence 
and stature over the season as the holding 
lynch pin, whilst he was ably supported by 
the energy and commitment demonstrated 
by Tom Martin, Jacob Kleinen, Tom 
Borriello and Tom Gibbs. 

The 1st XI fitness levels easily surpassed 
their rivals which meant that creative 
players, Jack Peplow and Jack Gibson, 
often caused panic late in games. Equally, 
the liveliness of Dan Meredith and the 
crossing ability of Freddie Edge (vice-
captain) contributed to the attacking 
flair. Not since the legendary Tom Von 
Malachowski (2014) has a Bromsgrove 
forward scored as many goals as Josh 
Tidmarsh (four against Bablake alone). 
Highlights of the season: Meredith’s face 
when Tidmarsh scored his fourth; the 
boys checking out how they looked on 
the new Bromsgrove Football Twitter page 
(@BromsFootball); the camaraderie of 
twenty-seven lads living the dream at the 
home of English football and braving the 
freezing plunge pool. 

Another winning season for Mr Vernon’s 
2nd XI, depleted by call-ups to the 1st XI, 
illustrates the benefits of training within 
a larger senior squad. Dan Tiktinski, Tom 
Langheim, Freddie Harvey-Gilson and 
Maxim Vashkevich should be vying for 1st 
team places in 2020. As ever the Wilkins 
/ Unterhalter coaching duo nurtured 
U16 talent, with a number impressing 
in a winning season. Ed Clews, Michael 
Malam, Dan Wan and Alfie Harvey-Gilson 
notably stood out as emerging talent.

All Bromsgrove footballers owe a debt 
of gratitude to the tireless enthusiasm, 
encouragement and commitment of their 
coaches, as an outlet for their talents. Mr 
Brighton ensured that Bromsgrove football 
was played in the right spirit but with a 
competitive edge. My thanks to all.

S. P. Matthews

Senior Football
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The Bromsgrove School golf team says 
goodbye to three stalwarts this year in 
James Lord (captain), Richard Vaughan 
and Alfie Broadhurst. All three have 
formed the backbone of the team for the 
last five years and they each thoroughly 
deserve their School Caps. However, golf 
is thriving and we have many young and 
talented players ready to take their place. 
Over the course of the year, the golf team 
played twelve fixtures and competed for 
the School Championship. Bromsgrove 
professional, Robert Laing continued as 
our coach and Miss Lockett has assisted; 
their advice has been invaluable. In 
fixtures versus other schools, we won 
eight and lost four. Wins included the Old 
Bromsgrovians match where the School 
retained the Webb-Cavill trophy and the 
Staff match featured again with the School 
winning 2-1.

We had a good run in the HMC Foursomes 
competition, only exiting at the semi-final 
stage to a strong Warwick side after wins 
against Loughborough Grammar and 
Solihull. The ISGA competition was less 
successful after defeats by Malvern and 
Ellesmere. Friendly wins against Bedford 
School, Malvern and Warwick concluded a 
successful year.

Blackwell Golf Club hosted our School 
Championship on a fine May afternoon. 
Eleven pupils competed. After nine holes, 
James Humphries held a one shot lead 
over James Lord and Lili-Rose Hunt. 
However, Lili-Rose played some superb 
golf to be one over gross for her back nine 
holes to lift the trophy from James with 
Richard Vaughan in third place. This is a 
tremendous achievement for a Year 8 and 
the future of Bromsgrove School golf looks 
bright.

N Riley

Senior Golf
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Boys’ Hockey 
It has been another busy term for boys’ 
hockey at Bromsgrove Preparatory School, 
with 162 fixtures in ten hectic weeks. Once 
more, we have played the best hockey 
schools in the region twice in order to test 
our boys fully; Dean Close, Foremarke 
Hall, Bilton Grange, Cheltenham College, 
KES Birmingham and Solihull. The 
strength in depth of our teams was very 
evident, particularly at U13 level where 
the U13B team were undefeated for the 
third year running, and the U13B, U13C, 
U13D and U13E teams collectively only 
lost one match. At the junior end, the 
U11A team won the prestigious Bilton 
Grange tournament, were runners up 
at the Foremarke Hall tournament and 
won the South West IAPS qualifier at 
Clifton College, something which we 
have never achieved before. At the IAPS 
National Finals, the U11A team finished 
the season off with a bronze medal in the 
Plate competition and achieved a National 
ranking of 11th out of 134 teams entered 
into the competition overall. 

Prep Hockey
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Boys’ U13A
The U13As season started well with 
the team playing some great hockey to 
come third at the Dean Close 11-a-side 
Invitational Padfield Tournament, with 
our captain, Robbie Bayliss being voted 
the best player of the tournament. Only 
days later, the boys went one better when 
coming runners up at the Foremarke 
Hall tournament. We were entered in 
three Cup competitions, the IAPS, ISHC 
and In2Hockey. We were involved in a 
very tough group at the IAPS qualifier 
and only lost 1-0 to Bilton Grange in the 
quarter-final, where the winner would 
eventually qualify for the National Finals. 
To illustrate how tough our IAPS qualifier 
was, Dean Close and Bilton Grange went 
on to play each other in the National Final. 
In the ISHC Cup, Bromsgrove progressed 
through to the third round before losing 
to Solihull School. In the In2Hockey 
Cup, the boys played some of their best 
hockey of the season to come runners 
up in the Midlands round and qualify for 
the National Final, something that we had 
never achieved before. The season started 
strongly and finished strongly and the 
overall progress made by the team was 
excellent.

Out of tournament matches produced wins 
versus The Down’s Malvern, Foremarke 
Hall, Warwick School and Bishop Vesey’s 
and we had two high scoring draws versus 
a very good Cheltenham College side. 
We continued to find Dean Close much 
tougher opponents to beat. Finbar Dinnen 
in goal was an ever present in all but two 
matches. Daniel Vassell was a crucial 
member of the team in defence, and 
along with Millun Gill, formed an excellent 
partnership in defence. Captain Robbie 
Bayliss was once more the team’s most 
valuable player with Joe McLoughlin the 
teams’ leading scorer with nearly thirty 
goals. Toby Lewis backed him up well. 
Many thanks to our Director of Hockey,  
Mr Gooderham, for coaching the boys.  
The team were superb to work with all 
season and I would like to wish them all 
the best going forward with their hockey at 
School and beyond. 

G Jones

Boys’ U11A
The U11s got off to an impressive start, 
becoming champions at the Bilton Grange 
hockey tournament. The team followed 
this with the runners-up accolade at the 
Foremarke Hall tournament only a couple 
of weeks later.

With preparations for the IAPS competition 
going well, the boys travelled to Clifton 
College for the South West qualifier. The 
boys topped their group with two wins and 
a draw, leaving them to play Blundell’s 
in the quarter-final, which we won and 
automatically gained qualification for the 
National Finals. The team went on to win 
this semi-final. In the final, the team beat 
The Downs School on golden goal and in 
doing so became the first Bromsgrove U11 
team to win the South West qualifier. 
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At the National Finals, the first game was 
against Perse, the eventual runners up. 
Bromsgrove got off to a great start going 
1-0 up and the game finished 1-1, a great 
result against a very strong team. The 
second game will be remembered by every 
Bromsgrovian player due to one of the best 
goal keeping performances seen by an 
U11 player. Freddie Lees was nominated 
player of the game for making multiple 
saves, including a diving save from off the 
floor. With Freddie keeping us in the game, 
Bromsgrove won a short corner at the full 
time whistle. Beau Vaughan-Hawkins’ 
stroke home with the winning goal was a 
memorable moment. Unfortunately, the 
boys lost to Ardingly and drew New College 
but won 4-0 versus Cargifield. This put 
the boys third in the group and into the 
Plate. The quarter-final was a rematch 
of the South West semi-finals against 
Queens College. The boys fought hard 
and won on golden goal. The semi-final 
was a tough game losing 2-0 to King’s 
College. The third place game showed 
the boys’ resilience. After playing seven 
games in the warm sun, the boys started 
to fatigue but kept fighting through and 
worked their way to a penalty shoot-out. 
The three flick takers stepped up - Beau 
Vaughan-Hawkins, Jasper Gallagher and 
Alfie Higgins - scoring two out of the three. 
Freddie Lees saved the third to take it 
to sudden death. All three boys scored, 
leaving Bromsgrove’s player of the day, 
Freddie Lees, to save the flick. Bromsgrove 
finish 3rd in the Plate and ranked 11th in 
the country. 

The final tournament for the U11As was 
the England In2Hockey Midlands Finals. 
The boys got off to a slow start drawing the 
first two games, but later beat Ratcliffe and 
Coalbrookdale both 1-0, to get a semi-final 
versus group 2 winners, RGS The Grange. 
The boys played some great hockey but 
unfortunately could not convert their 
chances.  

Overall, the U11As have had a brilliant 
season playing thirty-eight games winning 
twenty-five, drawing eight, losing only 
five, scoring sixty-two and conceding only 
twenty-four goals. Very well done to all the 
boys who have played in the squad. 

J Harris

Hockey Awards

Most Valuable Player 
Robbie Bayliss (Senior) and Beau 
Vaughan-Hawkins (Junior)

Most Improved Player 
Millun Gill (Senior) and Charles Fielding 
(Junior)
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The U13A girls have had a tough season 
on the hockey pitch, often playing against 
opposition who were made up from other 
schools’ 1st VII, but nevertheless, they 
have learnt a great deal from each match 
played. In the coveted IAPS regional 
round, the girls played some good hockey 
to beat Spratton Hall and The Elms. They 
finished a credible fifth place, narrowly 
missing out on a place in the Plate 
competition. 

In their regular School matches, the girls 
made some significant improvement and 
competed in every match. They showed 
an impressive togetherness and work rate. 
This was highlighted in matches drawn 
against The Elms, Beaudesert Park and 
The Downs Malvern. 

The U13B team have had a good season. 
Their ability and confidence has grown as 
the season progressed and I have been 
incredibly impressed with their attitude 
and determination to gain goals back 
that they have lost. The U13C, D and E 
teams have shown great enthusiasm and 
determination to improve and win. 

Girls’  
Hockey Season



B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N
262

Their skills and confidence have come 
on since the start of the year and this 
was reflected in their improved results 
throughout the matches. 

Congratulations must be given to the 
U12As on a very successful season of 
hockey. The girls have worked very hard 
in training, with each game improving 
their style of hockey and building on 
their individual talent. Overall, the girls 
have won five out of seven School 
matches, losing only to strong sides 
against Foremarke Hall and The Dragon. 
Furthermore, they put in a strong 
performance at IAPS National Finals and 
in the Mini-Hockey Competition, where 
they qualified for the Regional Finals to 
finish equal third in the region, losing only 
in the semi-final against RGS Worcester. 

The U12B hockey squad have all grown 
as individual players. They played eight 
matches of which they won three, drew 
one and lost four. Despite this, the teams 
were evenly matched and their attitudes 
towards hockey have been positive; they 
have shown many qualities of being good 
sportswomen. 

The U12C team have played eight, 
winning 50% of their games and enjoying 
every part of representing the School. 
The U12Ds and Es were very enthusiastic 
about match play and developed in some 
way with every match. A special mention 
must go to the U12E team who are 
Bromsgrove’s only hockey team who are 
undefeated, playing four matches, winning 
three and drawing one game. 
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The U11As have had a superb season. 
Their progression has been remarkable 
and this was highlighted in their fantastic 
performance at the IAPS tournament and 
qualifying through to the Regional Mini-
Hockey Competition. The girls improved 
every week through the season, initially 
being a group of girls to becoming a fluent 
and hardworking hockey team. In the 
Lent Term, the team won the Regional 
In2 Hockey Competition. A remarkable 
achievement given that no other 
Bromsgrove team have ever reached this 
far before. 

There has been a mixed performance 
for the U11Bs this season playing eleven 
games, winning two, drawing three and 
losing six matches. Despite the score lines, 
it was noticeable that the whole team 
had made massive improvements as the 
season progressed. 

The U11C and D teams have worked well 
together, each week trying to master a 
skill during squad and putting this into 
the game situation on both Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. We have had plenty of match 
time, giving the squad an opportunity 
to really come together. The girls can 
be very proud of their wins and not too 
downhearted at their draws or losses as 
most results were closely contested.
The U10As have enjoyed a successful 
hockey season; winning six matches, 
drawing one and losing four. The girls have 
made excellent progress with their skills 
and tactical awareness throughout the 
term and have enjoyed many competitive 
matches. They started the season well 
with an excellent win against King’s St 
Alban’s and King’s Hawford and continued 
to make good progress with wins against 
Abberley Hall, Warwick Prep, Dean Close 
and The Elms, Colwall. 

Junior Teams
All the girls have worked hard throughout 
the season and should be commended 
for their outstanding commitment to 
practices. Similarly, the U10B team have 
had an excellent season; winning eight 
matches, drawing two and losing just one. 
They have worked hard to develop their 
individual skills and put in an impressive 
team performance to beat Cheltenham 
College Prep 2 - 1 in their final match. 
Other highlights include a 6 - 3 win 
against Beaudesert Park School and 
a victory against the U10A team from 
Wolverhampton Grammar Junior School. 
The U10C team have made good progress 
with their skills and their highlights include 
a 6 - 0 win over RGS Springfield’s U10A 
team, a 2 – 1 win against Beaudesert 
Prep and an 8 – 0 victory against Malvern 
St James. The U10D team enjoyed an 
excellent 2 - 1 win against Wolverhampton 
Grammar Junior School’s U10C team. For 
the very first time, Bromsgrove fielded an 
U10E team who had an outstanding result 
beating Warwick Prep 5 – 2 and narrowly 
lost the other two matches played against 
Dragon and Warwick Prep’s U11D team. 

J Danks

Hockey Awards

Most Valuable Players 
Charlotte Jones and Emelia Moberley 
(Senior) and Matilda Wilkins (Junior)

Most Improved Players 
Nancy Broadhurst (Senior) and  
Sienna Belcuore (Junior)
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Boys’ 1st XI
With this season’s 1st XI featuring a large 
number of Lower Sixth pupils, it was 
always going to be a season of transition 
for the boys’ 1st XI hockey team. However, 
this presented an opportunity for the 
boys to expand their talents over the next 
two years. The team started with wins 
over Bloxham and KES Stratford before 
narrowly losing to Rugby. Unfortunately, 
the boys lost in the first round of both 
the England Hockey Cup and the Plate 
but success in the Independent Schools’ 
Hockey Club saw them reach the quarter-
finals before losing a narrow game to 
King Edward’s, Birmingham. A spirited 
performance away at Oundle saw the boys 
bounce back with a 3-2 win, which was 
followed by competitive losses to more 
experienced Oakham and Uppingham 
sides. What was most pleasing to see 
was the boys’ outstanding commitment 
to training and desire to improve at every 
training session. To conclude, the season 
finished with two draws against Stowe and 
an unbeaten Bristol Grammar School, two 
games that could have gone either way.
Although the team fell on the wrong side 
of some close results, I must commend 
the team on how well they represented the 
School in each game. The boys’ 1st XI will 
be looking ahead to next season and, with 
such a young core, it promises to be an 
exciting year ahead.

J Terry

The boys’ U16s had a good season. Some 
mixed results in Saturday fixtures, with 
some excellent performances against 
strong schools, was backed up by a 
National quarter-final place at the England 
Hockey Cup. The boys put in a disciplined 
performance against a strong Repton side, 
where we created plenty of chances, but 
sadly failed to convert and eventually lost 
1-0. A fantastic performance by the team 
nevertheless. 

The U15s went unbeaten throughout 
the Saturday season and won their 
Independent School League comfortably. 
In the Independent School Cup, they 
came up against Uppingham, who they 
have created a rivalry against over the last 
few years. The game ended 1-1, but the 
boys ended up losing on sudden death 
penalty strokes. A disappointment as the 
Bromsgrove side created the chances 
to win and could have gone far in the 
competition. 

The U14 boys had a disappointing season, 
failing to qualify for the Midlands’ Finals. 
During Saturday fixtures, they had some 
up and down results but these were always 
exceptionally close matches where results 
could have gone either way.

The boys’ U15 and U14 B and C teams 
have a full fixture list and the U14D 
team even had a few fixtures. The boys 
performed well throughout the year, with 
the U15C only losing one game. It was 
good to see so many boys in the Fourth 
Form playing hockey on a Saturday.

A Gooderham

Senior Boys’ 
Hockey Teams
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The 1st XI girls’ team have had a good 
season. During Saturday fixtures, the 
team competed in what was a tough 
fixture list but performed well. They played 
some excellent hockey with outstanding 
togetherness and team spirit, showing 
great attitude and commitment to 1st XI 
hockey. 

This season saw a change in England 
Hockey Cup competitions, which is now 
a knock out competition. Unfortunately, 
the girls lost a tough match in the first 
round but this lead them to the Plate. 
They played very well and made it to the 
quarter-final before eventually losing to 
Canford School in a back and forth game, 
only to run out of legs with fifteen minutes 
to go. The game ended 6-4. 

In the Independent Schools Cup, the girls 
were drawn against a very strong Millfield 
team. Bromsgrove showed a tremendous 
work rate throughout, pushing Millfield 
close but eventually losing 3-1. The girls’ 
indoor team qualified for the Midlands 
Finals and were drawn in the same group 
as Repton, with only one team qualifying 
directly to the semi-finals. Unfortunately, 
Bromsgrove lost to Repton and after 
winning their remaining games, narrowly 
missed out on a best runners up semi-final 

A Gooderham

Girls’ 1st XI

The U16 team made it to the Regional 
quarter-final only to be beaten by a strong 
Redmaids team. In Saturday fixtures, the 
girls performed brilliantly losing just once 
all year. The team lost out on winning their 
Independent School Hockey League by 
one point thanks to a last minute goal by 
Repton, a game which was drawn two all. 
The U15s had a disappointing loss to 
Manchester Grammar School in the 
Independent Schools Hockey Cup, 
however, in their weekend fixtures, 
they performed well against very strong 
opposition. 

The U14s won a penalty shootout against 
Malvern to qualify for the Midlands 
zonal round. They then comfortably 
qualified through to the Midlands Finals. 
Unfortunately, they were unable to make 
the semi-finals but their performances 
throughout the season showed 
improvement and looking forward to them 
making further improvement next year. 
The U16, U15 and U14 B and C teams 
saw a full fixture list this year. They showed 
great improvements and worked hard 
throughout the year. There were a mixture 
of results but it was nice to see so many 
girls representing the School on a Saturday 
afternoon.

A Gooderham

Senior Girls’ 
Hockey Teams
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The 2018/19 netball season has been the 
most successful ever in the Prep School’s 
history. The U13A netball team were 
District Champions, County Champions 
and the crowning moment came on the 
last day of the netball season when they 
finished 3rd overall at the IAPS National 
Finals. 

The U12A team have been unbeaten in 
School fixtures. Although they narrowly 
lost by one goal to Solihull in the Sisters 
n Sport Competition, they beat them the 
following week in a friendly match by a 
significant amount. This U12 team were 
victorious at the IAPS regional tournament, 
again being unbeaten throughout to be 
crowded Regional Champions. They 
then went on to the IAPS National Finals. 
Incredibly, the team did not lose a single 
match all day to be crowned IAPS National 
Champions as well. The School has not 
won this tournament for twelve years - 
incidentally, the year that this very U12 
champion team were born. 

Every girl in Years 7 & 8 has represented 
Bromsgrove Preparatory School this 
season. A record number of 110 girls 
played a match against Cheltenham 
Ladies College where we fielded A-F 
teams. Throughout the term, all senior 
teams regularly trained or played in School 
fixtures and achieved a fantastic level of 
improvement by the end of the season. 

Prep Girls’ Netball

Years 5 & 6 also regularly played for the 
School in large block fixtures. A highlight 
for the junior teams was when the U11A 
team were crowned IAPS Regional Plate 
winners. The U11B, C and D teams made 
significant improvements throughout 
the season and enjoyed playing inter-
school fixtures every Wednesday. For 
the first time in the School’s history, we 
played U10A-F teams. The F team had a 
fantastic first match beating Warwick Prep 
4 - 1.  The U10A team played ten School 
matches, winning seven, drawing one 
and only losing two games all season. The 
U10B team also played in ten matches, 
again winning seven and only losing 
three games. The U10Cs played in eight 
matches and won five of them. The U10Ds 
and Es played a total of seven games, 
winning three of them. 

J Danks

Netball Awards

Most Valuable Player 
Emelia Moberley (Senior) and  
Madison Faber (Junior)

Most Improved Player  
Nancy Broadhurst (Senior) and  
Katherine Dwenger (Junior)
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Alongside the 1st team’s phenomenal 
Cup and double National success this 
season, they have enjoyed an unbeaten 
run in the ISNL (Independent School’s 
Netball League) played out on Saturdays. 
Captained by Tumba Katanda, they 
have beaten all they faced, including 
Uppingham, Oundle, Trent and Rugby. 
Such is our strength in depth that some 
of these matches were won despite our 
top players being unavailable due to their 
Regional and National commitments. 
Hannah Barwell captained the team 
superbly when Tumba was unavailable. 
The 1sts also won the prestigious 
Worcester University tournament 
where Bromsgrove was the only school 
competing.

The 2nd team, captained by Jade Jenkins, 
had an excellent season winning the 
majority of their matches. A highlight 
being a close fought 27-25 victory 
against Uppingham. The 3rd team won 
four matches out of their nine and had 
fantastic spirit all the way through, led by a 
determined and enthusiastic Tomi Illori.
The 16As, captained by Imogen Vaughan-
Hawkins and the 16Bs, captained by 
Lauren McLean, are a particularly strong 
year group when it comes to netball and 
everyone pulled together to win most of 
their matches.  Impressive wins for the 
16As came over Cheltenham College (30-
28) and Oundle (22-20), whilst the 16Bs 
lost only one match all term.

The 15A team, captained jointly by Ellen 
Ashton and Ava Freer, were a delight to 
watch and played an excellent standard of 
free flowing netball.  They are a versatile 
team, demonstrated by the number of 
different positions each player played in 
over the course of the season, and finished 
the season top of the ISNL beating all of 
our major rivals. They also competed in 
the independent Schools Cup competition, 
won by Bromsgrove at this level in 2017, 
eventually losing out to a very strong 
Solihull School. Again, another strong year 
group and the 15B, 15C and 15D teams 
all competed well.

Senior Netball
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This year saw a very strong group of 
players join the School at U14 level to 
boost the already strong players coming 
up from the Prep School. They quickly 
gelled and, captained by Alanna Pullen, 
swept away all in their path. They were 
District Champions, County Champions 
and Regional Champions, thus qualifying 
for the National Finals with the other top 
fifteen schools in the country.  What a 
fantastic achievement to even qualify, and 
then to beat four teams in the group stages 
to finish in the top ten in the country was 
a superb achievement.  They were ably 
supported by 14B, 14C, 14D and 14E 
teams who all progressed. 
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It has been a phenomenal year for our 
1st netball team who have been crowned 
double National Champions.

In the prestigious Independent Schools 
Cup, Bromsgrove beat Wrekin College 
74-8 in the first round, Oakham School 
56-20 in the second round, St Helen and 
St Katharine 50-33 in the third round and 
Hulme Grammar School 44-43 in the nail 
biting fourth round. Guildford travelled to 
us for the quarter-final where Bromsgrove 
won 49-35. In the semi-final, Bromsgrove 
travelled to Yorkshire to play Queen 
Ethelburga and were successful with a 54-
45 victory. For the final, we travelled down 
to the University of Hertfordshire, along 
with lots of spectators, where Bromsgrove 
faced Millfield School. Bromsgrove were 
behind after the first quarter but dug 
deep in the latter three quarters to take 
a 53-47 win and to be crowned National 
Champions.

Double National Champions:  
1st team Netball 

In the Sisters n Sport National Cup 
competition, where both state and 
independent schools are legible to 
enter, Bromsgrove received a bye in the 
first round. In second round, they beat 
Edgbaston High School and the third 
round beat Rugby School. In the Midland 
Finals, Bromsgrove faced Bramcote 
College and cruised to a 61-30 victory 
to be crowned Midlands Champions. 
Bromsgrove then encountered Oldham 
Hulme again in the National semi-final and 
recorded a comfortable victory of 49-34. 
Bromsgrove then travelled up to Cheshire 
for the National Final where they met 
Royal Russell School. After a tough sixty 
minutes of play, Bromsgrove were crowned 
National Champions with a score of 41-38.

Sisters n Sport Photo by Clive Jones.

What an incredible season - becoming 
double National Champions along with 
finishing 3rd in the English Schools 
National Competition. Credit is also given 
to the U14 netball team who were placed 
the tenth best team in the country in the 
English Schools’ Finals.

E Buckingham
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2019 was the last year of inter-school 
and House rounders matches. Every 
girl in Years 5 and 6 thoroughly 
enjoyed representing the School on 
‘dry’ Wednesdays. The U11As have 
had a fantastic unbeaten season, 
playing Monmouth School, Hallfield, 
Wolverhampton Grammar and Blue Coat. 
The U11B team played three matches, 
winning two of them and the U11C team 
also played three and won one, only losing 
the other two matches by 1 ‘rounder’. 
The U10As have been particularly unlucky 
with the weather and have only played 
(and won) two matches against Monmouth 
School and King’s St Alban’s. The U10Bs 
and Cs both played three and lost one 
fixture. 

All pupils enjoyed playing in House 
matches. They have worked hard to 
improve and develop their skills, displaying 
great determination and enthusiasm, both 
in training and matches. 

We look forward to developing ‘pairs’ 
cricket for girls, for all, in Summer 2020. 
 
J Danks

Rounders Awards

Most Valuable Player 
Meghan Higgs

Most Improved Player 
Sienna Belcuore

Prep Girls’ Rounders
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Despite getting off to a slow start, not 
helped by a few key injuries, the U13A 
team recovered well to have a very good 
season overall, winning twelve games 
out of eighteen matches. The second 
half of the season resulted in eight 
excellent wins on the bounce against 
Royal Grammar School High Wycombe, 
Monmouth School, Clifton College Prep 
and King’s Macclesfield. The highlight of 
the season was undoubtedly saved until 
the end with an unprecedented display 
against a Warwick team who had beaten 
us by twenty points earlier in the season. 
At Warwick, Bromsgrove won by an 
incredible 45-5, producing a perfect mix of 
entertaining attacking running rugby with 
physical and brave organised defence. 

This was clearly one of the best ever 
sporting performances in the Prep School 
and the boys deserve the highest praise 
for it as they have worked so hard on 
improving their fitness, their skills and their 
organisation throughout the season. The 
boys have been a pleasure to work with 
because of their enthusiasm, team spirit 
and work ethos.

C Munn

U13A 

Prep Boys’ Rugby
The motto of always evolving and always 
looking to develop our players’ season after 
season has continued to be the philosophy 
behind our rugby. A total of 200 fixtures 
have been played from Year 4 through to 
Year 8. 

The U13 fixture list was once more tough 
and it gave the boys an opportunity to test 
themselves. The U13B team had three 
matches versus opposition schools’ U13A 
teams and acquitted themselves very well. 

The U12A, U12B and U12C teams once 
more had a triangular with Solihull School 
and Caldicott School for the third year 
running. The U12A, U12B and U12C 
teams had a phenomenally strong second 
half to the season, which is an indication 
as to how much progress the boys made 
from the beginning of the season. The 
U12A team, who had a heavy defeat to 
Warwick at the beginning of the season, 
enjoyed a memorable and well-deserved 
victory in the return fixture. 

We fielded five teams in Year 6 at U11A, 
B, C, D and E level, with the U11C team 
having a phenomenally strong season. 
Many of the schools we play request that 
we rest our U11A team against them 
in the second half of the season, which 
meant that our U11B, C and D teams 
had to play higher ranked teams. The 
theme of triangular and festivals was also 
very evident at U10 level, indeed at the 
Warwick Festival, the U10A and U10B 
teams were due to face strong sides 
in Warwick and QEGS Wakefield, but 
unfortunately this was cancelled. The U9 
age group continued to have matches on 
Thursday afternoons in the Michaelmas 
second half term. A huge thank you to 
all our coaches, support staff, referees 
and parents for making the season so 
worthwhile. 

G Jones

B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N

273

P 15   W 9   D 1   L 5   F 379   A 291

The U11A squad have always impressed 
me with their willingness to learn and their 
ability to play as a team. They enjoyed a 
very pleasing season of rugby with many 
victories and some matches that narrowly 
got away from them. In many ways, they 
will be a force to be reckoned with as 
they pick up new players in Year 7 and 
look to build on a good basic platform of 
skills. They have been led from the front 
by Captain, Owen Hill but there have been 
many standout performers, all of whom 
are prepared to work hard and get stuck 
in. Highlights from a great season included 
good wins over The Croft and King’s St 
Alban’s School. I congratulate them on 
their ‘coachability’ and I wish them well as 
their rugby journey continues. 

C Kippax

U11A 
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U13 Rugby 7s
Bromsgrove U13s completed their 
7s season by winning three out of 
five matches at the world’s largest 
7s tournament – Rosslyn Park. We 
comfortably overcame Gordon’s School, 
City of London Freemans School and 
Perrins School, scoring twenty-two tries 
in the process and conceding only three, 
whilst we narrowly lost to a decent Richard 
Challoner School and an unbeaten Solihull 
team.

Well played to the whole squad, who 
throughout the season have worked hard 
on improving their all-round skills, fitness 
and adapting to the different format of the 
game. Special mention must go to U13 7s 
Captain, Toby Lewis, who was outstanding 
all year in both formats of the game.

C Munn

Our U13 Rugby 7s campaign commenced 
at the Solihull tournament, where we 
were seeded in the strongest group to 
play a round robin due to the new RFU 
regulations of no knockout stages. We 
started very well with convincing victories 
over King’s Worcester, Sir Thomas Rich’s 
and Loughborough, scoring eighteen tries 
in the process and conceding only three. 
However, we picked up some injuries 
in the process and despite putting up a 
brave fight against the two strongest sides, 
Warwick and Solihull in the remaining 
games, we narrowly lost both and thus 
finished third overall. 

Just four days later, the boys enjoyed a 
successful day at the prestigious Millfield 
7s Tournament. Despite starting poorly 
in very windy conditions, losing the first 
match to Monmouth by just one try, we 
recovered superbly to win the remaining 
five games in great style. Playing reputable 
rugby schools such as Dulwich Prep, 
Clifton College and KES Bath, we scored 
forty tries and conceded only seven in sixty 
minutes of rugby. We won the runners-
up group and were awarded the Millfield 
Trophy, with individual medals presented 
to the squad who all played a significant 
role throughout the day. 
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At the KES Birmingham tournament, 
Bromsgrove’s U12 7s side beat Bishop 
Vesey’s 25-0 and Warwick 30-0, and drew 
to Fairfax 10-10. Bromsgrove qualified as 
group winners and played a further three 
matches against the other group winners. 
Three further victories followed against 
Solihull 15-0, RGS Worcester 15-0 and 
Five Ways 10-0.These results meant that 
Bromsgrove won the tournament – a great 
result for the team. 

At the Bishop Vesey’s tournament, 
Bromsgrove won their group with victories 
over Monmouth 30-15, KES Stratford 
25-10 and Adams Grammar 45-0. The 
team then progressed to play the other 
three group winners. They beat Warwick 
20-15 and KES Birmingham 30-20 but 
unfortunately lost to the hosts and eventual 
tournament winners, Bishop Vesey’s 25-
10. 

U12 Rugby 7s
Congratulations to the twelve boys for their 
efforts and being great ambassadors for 
the School. 

A Lane

Rugby Awards

Most Outstanding Player 
Toby Lewis (Senior) and  
Oliver Dieppe (Junior)
  
Most Improved Player 
Airan Thapa Magar (Senior) and  
Augustus Cole (Junior)
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Senior Rugby 
1st XV
The 1st XV have had a pleasing season, 
with eleven wins out of a total fifteen 
matches played.  After a disappointing 
start to the season, the 1st XV came back 
with a determined performance against 
new fixture, Hampton School, grinding out 
a 10-3 win, with Rufus Hulbert scoring the 
only try of the game, enabling Bromsgrove 
to secure a win. 

Bromsgrove’s NatWest Cup run started 
in a promising manner, with a convincing 
win against King Edward VI Camp Hill 
School for Boys (79-5), in which Thomas 
Reynolds made an impressive debut and 
became one of the corner stones of the 
team later in the season. The 1st XV then 
faced King Edward’s School, Birmingham 
winning 50-0, retaining the Siviter Smith 
trophy, a game in which many Fifth 
Formers, including the likes of Lewis 
Harper (scoring a hat-trick), Ewan Guy, JJ 
Williams and Samuel Roberts, made their 
1st team debuts. 

Later, in a tightly fought game, the 1st 
XV lost narrowly in the grudge match 
against Warwick School. Arguably, the best 
performance of the season came away 
from home against Clifton College, playing 
some very exciting and clinical rugby, with 
Sebastian Atkinson converting all four 
tries. A huge defensive performance put in 
by the much smaller Bromsgrove forwards, 
and a tactical masterclass from the backs, 
enabled the 1st XV to come away with a 
28-22 victory. The team had their chance 
to play Warwick again in their last game 
of the 15s season. The lads were physical 
and put their bodies on the line to ensure 
that they came out with a 17-15 victory.

The 1st VII enjoyed an outstanding 
season, winning thirty-two games out of 
thirty-six, and scoring an impressive 1090 
points. The team won 7s tournaments at 
Solihull School and KES Stratford, and 
were runners up at Worth School, before 
winning the prestigious Rossyln Park 
National Schools 7s Vase tournament for 
the first time in Bromsgrove School history. 

The team put in particularly outstanding 
performances against Coleg y Cymoedd 
(28-21), Dulwich College (21-12) and 
Oakham School coming from fourteen 
points behind to win 26-21. The climax of 
the tournament saw the 1st VII achieve a 
resounding victory against Rugby School 
in the Rosslyn Park National final (26-5) 
with Bromsgrove’s star player, Oliver Wynn, 
scoring a hat-trick. 

T Windo
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Once again, rugby has continued to thrive 
at Bromsgrove with many pupils regularly 
representing the School. With sixteen 
teams frequently fielded on a Saturday 
afternoon during the Michaelmas Term, 
resulting in almost 250 boys playing rugby. 
A total of fourteen Rugby 7s tournaments 
were entered across all age groups.   

The U16A team enjoyed a very pleasing 
season, winning twelve of their matches, 
drawing once and losing twice. The team 
also reached the North Midlands Regional 
Final for the third consecutive season. In 
a close fought match, the boys ran out 
24-3 winners against Solihull to retain the 
trophy. The U16 VII side produced some 
excellent play to win the Oakham and 
Worth 7s tournaments before reaching the 
quarter-final of the Rosslyn Park National 
7s Tournament. Our U16B and C teams 
enjoyed mixed success during the season 
but it has been nice to watch the boys 
develop as the season progressed.

Our U15As reached the regional final 
of the NatWest Cup in what has been a 
pleasing season, and they have improved 
week on week. It was also pleasing to see 
both the U15B & C teams winning over 
70% of their matches. 

Our U14A team experienced a mixed 
season, losing some very close matches 
and finishing with eight wins and five 
losses. The Rugby 7s season is normally 
an excellent time for the boys to continue 
their rugby development. Unfortunately, 
due to some late changes by the RFU 
regarding the calendar, the boys had three 
tournaments cancelled. The U14B, C and 
D teams also had positive seasons, with 
many boys enjoying playing rugby for the 
first time. 

T Windo

Senior Rugby 
Teams
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This year has seen a large increase in 
participation, with over eighteen students 
taking part in squash fixtures. The 
highlight over the two terms was taking 
twelve players to Solihull and winning eight 
of the twelve closely matched games. 

The U18 team, led by Jacob Hyland and 
supported well by Alexander Waplington, 
competed strongly in all games, with many 
close fixtures, losing 3-2 early on to Stowe 
and Rugby. After finding a balance and the 
correct playing order, the U18s went on 
to perform well. They were unlucky in the 
National Cup, coming up against strong 
opposition in KES and Kenilworth.

The U16 team fared better by qualifying 
for the National Finals. Unfortunately, they 
lost their two games, although winning 
3-2 in both, subsequently lost on points 
scored. However, the team ended up 
sixteenth in the country overall.

Senior Squash
The development team have been going 
from strength to strength and I look 
forward to what the future holds. We 
have many Lower Fourth players coming 
through the ranks and every lunchtime 
session is a joy to be involved in. Special 
mention must go to Chris Tasker-Grindley 
for his continued coaching and expertise 
on Tuesdays and pupil William Hobbs 
who has represented the U15 and U18 
team this year - he has impressed with 
his commitment and many stand out 
performances. 

I would like to thank the Upper Sixth 
leavers - Jacob Hyland, Alexander 
Waplington, Ilya Sinyugin and Karan 
Dhanjal. - for their commitment and 
leadership on and off the court and wish 
them the very best for the future. 

K Perry-Evans
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Swimming across Bromsgrove School, 
encompassing Pre-Prep, Prep and Senior, 
has gone from strength to strength. All 
pupils, competitive and non-competitive 
have improved their general ability with 
the aim of there being zero non-swimmers 
at the School. September 2019 will bring 
a new initiative with weekly swimming 
lessons starting for Rising 4s from the 
Pre-Preparatory School. All pupils from the 
age of four to fifteen will now be included 
in a mandatory swimming programme 
aiming to increase the general swimming 
ability and fitness for all pupils under the 
Bromsgrove School umbrella.

Swimming
Over the last academic year, there has 
been a comprehensive fixture list for 
Years 3-8. Competitions have included 
fixtures against twenty schools in the 
Midlands area such as Bromsgrove’s 35th 
Invitational Swimming Gala. Attending 
this prestigious event were twenty- eight 
schools from seven counties.

Competition was extremely strong for 
boys and girls in both the U11 and U13 
age groups with Bromsgrove swimmers 
competing in the Freestyle and Medley 
relays. The U13 boys were Bromsgrove’s 
highest achieving team, with Bronze 
medals in both events; well done to Robert 
Riley, George Hastings, Ben Collett, 
Kingsley Reid, and Oliver Holden.

At the end of the Summer Term, twenty-
four of our leading swimmers followed 
the world’s greatest competitors and 
participated at the country’s leading 
swimming venue: The Olympic Aquatics 
Centre in London. Upon walking into this 
incredible building, you stand in awe as 
you look down on the 50m competitive 
swimming pool and the National diving 
performance centre. The team results 
were as follows:

Prep Swimming 

B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N

281

U10 Boys Medley Relay 3rd: Oliver Cattell, 
Aiden McGarry, Henry Foster, James 
Hackett
U10 Girls Medley Relay 13th: Isla Goold, 
Alice Wilson Marsh, Sophia Bhardwaj, 
Holly Dunnaker

U10 Boys Freestyle Relay 15th: Henry 
Foster, Oliver Cattell, James Hackett, 
Henry Greaves
U10 Girls Freestyle Relay 15th: Alice 
Wilson Marsh, Sophia Bhardwaj, Holly 
Dunnaker, Isla Goold

U12 Boys Medley Relay 13th: Frazer 
Jones, Robert Riley, Darcy Dines, Jack 
Wilkinson
U12 Girls Medley Relay 4th: Isabelle 
Kavanagh, Emily Bower, Maya Wingfield, 
Lucy Cattell
U12 Boys Freestyle Relay 15th: Frazer 
Jones, Robert Riley, Darcy Dines, Jack 
Wilkinson
U12 Girls Freestyle Relay 4th: Emily 
Bower, Isabelle Kavanagh, Honey Bo 
Luscombe, Lucy Cattell 

U13 Boys Medley Relay 15th: Kingsley 
Reid, Toby Lewis, George Hastings, Ben 
Collett
U13 Boys Freestyle Relay 20th: Kingsley 
Reid, Toby Lewis, George Hastings, Ben 
Collett

Individual Performances were just as 
exceptional: Oliver Cattell – 4th in the 
U10 25m Backstroke; Henry Foster – 7th 
in the U10 25m Butterfly; Alice Wilson 
Marsh – 5th in the U10 25m Freestyle; 
Beau Vaughan-Hawkins – 9th in the U11 
25m Butterfly; Meghan Higgs – 4th in the 
U11 25m Freestyle; Robert Riley – 11th 
in the U12 50m Breaststroke; Darcy 
Dines – 15th in the U12 25m Butterfly; 
Frazer Jones – 19th in the U12 50m 
Backstroke; Emily Bower – 4th in the U12 
50m Breaststroke; Isabelle Kavanagh – 
7th in the U12 50m Backstroke; Maya 
Wingfield – 13th in the U12 25m Butterfly; 
George Hastings – 10th in the U13 50m 
Breaststroke

As an age group, the U10 boys and the 
U12 girls finished fourth overall, putting 
Bromsgrove as the highest achieving 
school in the Midlands for swimming.

Also in the Summer Term, our leading U11 
girls and boys competed in the 25th ESSA 
National Swimming Finals at Sheffield 
Ponds Forge International Aquatics Centre. 
The girls’ U11 Medley relay team included 
Alice Wilson-Marsh, Isla Goold, Meghan 
Higgs and Jessica Fox. The girls swam 
extremely well in a highly competitive 
event finishing ninth in the country.

The boys’ U11 Medley relay team Included 
Beau Vaughan-Hawkins, Oliver Dieppe, 
Oliver Cattell and Henry Foster. All boys 
swam magnificently in the final finishing 
fourth in the country.

In the U11 boys’ Freestyle relay, the boys 
swam their hearts out to finish third in the 
country, with a bronze medal position on 
the podium. A brilliant achievement, which 
has not been seen for some ten years.

During this race, Henry Foster set a 
new School record for the 25m freestyle 
that has stood since 2008, with a time 
of 15.08 secs. The U11 boys broke the 
Freestyle relay School record that was 
set, incredibly, in 1999, in a time of 
60.16 seconds. This is a phenomenal 
achievement and huge congratulations  
go to the four boys.

Swimming Awards

Most Outstanding Boy 
George Hastings (Senior) and  
Henry Foster (Senior)

Most Outstanding Girl 
Emily Bower (Senior) and  
Meghan Higgs (Junior)

Most Improved Boy 
Henry Hoare (Senior) and  
Aidan McGarry (Junior)

Most Improved Girl 
Charissa Brobbey-Sarpong (Senior) and 
Lauren Reid (Junior)
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This year has been another successful, yet 
challenging season, for the boys’ 1st team. 
With numerous galas against ambitious 
teams, as well as three competitions, the 
boys represented the School with pride 
and dignity, always striving for the best. 

The swimming season provided many 
opportunities to display the talent of the 
swimming team. The highlights included 
our away gala against King Edward VI 
Camp Hill, which demonstrated our 
determination and strength as a young 
1st team, comfortably securing a win. 
Furthermore, the team illustrated their 
commitment, as well as ability, when 
competing in the Abington sprints against 
many top swimming schools. The boys 
fought hard to gain a well-deserved 3rd 
place overall. 

Senior Swimming

Boys’ 1st Team
To conclude our rewarding year of 
swimming, the boys travelled to the Queen 
Elizabeth Olympic Park in London to 
compete in the highly competitive Bath 
and Otter relays. The boys battled very 
strongly against teams from across the 
nation, narrowly missing out with a place 
in the final in both the 100m medley and 
freestyle relay. This competition ended 
another season for the boys’ 1st team, 
who secured well-deserved victories 
throughout the year. The boys finished 
with confidence and an assurance that 
they will strive for greater achievements 
next year. 

Euan Vaughan-Hawkins

B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N

283

Looking back on this year, it has been 
hugely successful for the girls’ 1st team. 
We started strong with some well-deserved 
silver medals in September 2018, and 
with even more training and dedication 
after each event, we won the regional cup 
round, all in the first term. 

The girls only narrowly missed out on 
qualifying for the National Final. As a 
team, everyone carried on strong by 
winning all of their following competitions 
with ease. These wins gave the whole team 
the confidence needed for their opponents 
ahead, particularly in our annual 
invitational relays hosted by Bromsgrove at 
the Perdiswell Leisure Centre in Worcester. 
The girls all swam well against some very 
strong competitors.

The Abingdon sprint relays was one of the 
best-suited competitions for our team and 
the girls swam with skill and enthusiasm 
which allowed us to achieve a silver medal 
overall.

With all these wins and very little defeats, 
the girls qualified for a prestigious 
competition at the Queen Elizabeth 
Olympic Park. It was a truly remarkable 
achievement to travel down to London and 
compete in the Bath and Otter relays. The 
1st team girls qualified to swim the 4x50 
medley relay and the 4x50 freestyle relay. 
This was an amazing way to finish off the 
swimming season.

Looking ahead to next year, the 1st girls 
have all the confidence and skills to bring 
on another season of success. 

Paulina Geus 

Girls’ 1st team
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Senior Table Tennis
It was a stellar season for Jade Ngan Lok 
Yee. She represented Worcestershire 
County at senior adult level, helping 
them to victory over South Yorkshire. She 
was presented with her county badge, a 
just reward for all of her efforts over the 
last two years. Jade also won the U16 
girls’ English Schools County Individual 
Championship; however, her standout 
performance of the season was at the U19 
team Regional Finals where she defeated 
Kate Cheer, the 2017 English Schools 
Individual Champion, 3-0.

Alvin Choi Wang Yan, Grigorri Rodionov, 
Murat Shafigullin and Darren Hoi won the 
U19 boys’ English Schools Team County 
Championship and Zone Finals to reach 
the Regional Finals. They played well but 
were unfortunate not to reach the National 
Finals. 

Darren Hui enjoyed an amazing season. 
As well as winning the Worcestershire 
Schools’ U16 Boys’ Championship and 
winning senior player of the tournament, 
he went undefeated throughout the season 
(played thirty-two, won thirty-two). We look 
forward to seeing how he progresses next 
year.

Other players have hit the headlines 
too - Cherry Fung, Jenna Wong, Aida 
Abd Rahim, Saki Tsubouchi, Sanniva 
Chang, Elsa Tsia, Natalie Po and Yuki 
Chan have trained tirelessly to show huge 
improvements throughout the year. There 
are a number of younger boys who are 
also developing well including Donald Li, 
Vincent Li, Tristan Chan, Godfrey Tam, 
Jason Choi and Radu Polschi. 

J McKay

2018/19 was another special season for 
table tennis at Bromsgrove School. The 
academy and recreation activity sessions 
have hit new heights, with participation 
reaching a maximum at times. New pupils 
have picked up a bat for the first time and 
some of our expert players have achieved 
notable accolades in tournaments. 

In the friendly fixtures, twenty-nine 
students represented the School, with 
the boys’ and girls’ teams only losing two 
fixtures out of seventeen – a fantastic 
achievement. 

Highlights of the year included the girls 
reaching the English Schools Team Final. 
Led by Jade Ngan Lok Yee, and joined by 
Mill Sibunruang and Katie Ho, the team 
improved on their fourth place in 2017/18 
by finishing in third place this year. 
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Record numbers of girls have represented 
the Prep School at tennis this year, and it 
has been pleasing to see the standard of 
tennis rising as a result. The U13 and U12 
teams have enjoyed their fixtures this term, 
with, at times, forty-two pupils playing at 
once. 

The junior teams played against a number 
of local schools with the U11A and U10A 
teams taking on Malvern St James, 
Dean Close and Warwick Prep. The girls 
have worked hard on their skills and 
demonstrated incredible power in their 
shots. They are thinking more about when 
to play different types of hit with excellent 
examples of smashes and volleys regularly 
seen in matches. They now know how 
to move to the best position for a hit and 
continue to speed up their reactions. All 
the U10 girls have worked on their over 
arm serves and they are becoming more 
confident using these with great accuracy 
and power in matches. The girls have 
represented the School with pride and 
been a credit to Bromsgrove, showing 
great sportsmanship and impeccable 
behaviour.

Prep Girls’ Tennis
A highlight of the season was the trip to 
the Nature Valley Classic LTA Tournament 
in Birmingham, a treat for all pupils who 
represented the School at tennis this 
season. Everyone was inspired by the 
tennis played by the top seeds around the 
world on Centre Court. 

J Danks

Tennis Awards

Most Valuable Player 
Freya Lawton (Senior) and  
Katherine Dwenger (Junior)

Most Improved Player 
Ella Kenward (Senior) and  
Sienna Belcuore (Junior)
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Tennis at Bromsgrove School has been of 
high standard this year. With the continued 
improvements and growth of the tennis 
academy, over 220 pupils have enjoyed 
regular weekly tennis lessons, enhancing 
the quality of players across all teams. 
In addition to the academy, Bromsgrove 
School also have seven qualified 
tennis coaches who contribute to the 
development of tennis across the School. 

Pupils have had the opportunity to 
gain their Tennis Leaders coaching 
qualification, broadening their set of 
skills in addition to academics. The latest 
development in the tennis programme has 
been the implementation of external LTA 
tournaments, inviting others across the UK 
to compete.  

The boys’ tennis teams have continued 
to enjoy success this season. This is 
evident in the 1st team, captained by Luke 
Lau, who, for the second year running, 
have won all of their regular fixtures. The 
unbeaten season started at home against 
Clifton College, which both the 1st and the 
2nd teams won comfortably. On the same 
day, two selected pairs from the 1st team 
had the more challenging task of facing a 
more experienced Old Bromsgrovians side. 
This was a battle of youth and experience, 
having never claimed a set off the OBs for 
the past few years. The first pair of Luke 
Lau and Stuart Shannon managed to claim 
a convincing victory 7-5, 6-2 against one 
of the OB pairs. The second match saw a 
much closer encounter with the first set 
going to the OBs in a tie breaker after the 
first pair were unable to convert a couple 
of set points. The second set saw the first 
pair taking it 6-3, with the match even at 
one set all, a championship tie-breaker 
was the only way to decide the outcome 
of the match - the Old Bromsgrovian 
side coming out as victorious in a final 
tiebreaker 10-8. Overall, this was a good 
opportunity for the pairs to gain match play 
experience. 

Senior Boys’ Tennis

The next fixture against Cheltenham 
College was a tougher challenge for the 
1sts on foreign ground. However, the 
pairs were able to come back from a 1-3 
deficit to win 6-3. Bloxham was up next, 
maintaining our winning streak from last 
season and claiming an 8-1 overall victory. 

The U16s enjoyed much success 
competing in the County Championships. 
Bromsgrove were crowned champions in 
both the U16 boys’ and U16 girls’ doubles 
categories. Furthermore, after winning the 
County team tennis leagues, both the boys 
and girls from Years 9 and 10 qualified 
for the regional knock out stages. More 
success followed with the Year 11 team, 
who made it through to the Team Tennis 
Finals and finished in second place. This 
result puts them in the top ten teams in 
the county for this age group. 

Luke Lau
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On the final Saturday of the Summer 
Term, the boys’ and girls’ tennis teams 
were invited to compete in the annual 
Bromsgrove School Open Tennis 
Championships.  This annual event is 
open to any age group and consists of 
both singles and doubles tournaments 
for boys and girls.  On a gloriously sunny 
afternoon, an excellent standard of 
competitive tennis was played across all 
competitions. Well done to the following 
winners. 

Boys’ Singles Champion 
Stuart Shannon  
(who defended his title won last year)

Girls’ Singles Champion   
Phoebe Fletcher

Boys’ Doubles Champions   
Stuart Shannon and  
Theodore Hayaux du Tilly

Girls’ Doubles Champions 
Kelly Lin and Joelle Booth

Open Tennis 
Championships
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Senior Girls’ Tennis
For the first time in recent years, the 
girls’ U16 tennis team made it through 
the entire knock-out stages and into the 
Regional Finals. The team of Claudia 
Bullock (captain), Izzy O’Connor, Gemma 
Calthorpe and Bobby Mekushina beat a 
strong Moreton Hall side four sets to two 
in the semi-final, before losing to Leicester 
Grammar School in the final.  This is a 
fantastic achievement and places the team 
in the top ten for their age group in the 
country. 

On the back of this success, we 
were invited to compete in the 108th 
Midlands’ Girls School Lawn Tennis 
League Tournament.  This is the oldest 
competitive school tennis event on record 
and a privilege to be part of. In the A 
competition, Claudia Bullock and Bobby 
Mekushina finished a creditable 3rd, and 
in the B competition Kelly Lin and Grace 
Richardson also finished 3rd, with a very 
strong Dean Close side taking the both 
titles.

The School’s County Cup also yielded 
more Bromsgrove success with Claudia 
and Bobby defending their U16 doubles 
title and Grace and Kelly finishing 
as runners up in the U14 doubles 
competition.

In the regular tennis term, the 1st team 
(captained by Lydia Wright) played in 
a reduced number of fixtures this year 
due to the short term and a spell of poor 
weather. Their highlights were wins over 
Bloxham School for both the 1st and 2nd 
teams.
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The tennis season for the U15 girls 
actually started back in October as the A 
team had qualified for the Regional Cup 
competition in the AEGON tournament, 
held at Loughborough University.  In this 
format, each player plays both singles and 
doubles and the team of Isabelle Jones, 
Annabel Crowder, Portia Gallagher and 
Martha Dunlop competed well to finish 
3rd on the day.  The U15A team narrowly 
lost to Trent College and Bloxham but 
beat Wycliffe College seven sets to two. A 
cup team of Izzy Jones, Lucy McLoughlin, 
Kelly Lin and Grace Richardson also 
beat Malvern College in a very tense 
AEGON Cup match, with Kelly and Grace 
eventually winning the deciding tie break 
10-7.  This means that the U15 cup team 
qualify for the regional round when we 
return in September 2019. The U15B 
team played three matches with the 
highlight being a 4-2 victory over Trent 
College.

The U14 teams lost all of their matches 
but competed extremely well and showed 
a desire to learn and improve as the term 
progressed. There were two narrow 4-5 
defeats to Clifton College and Bloxham 
and a number of the U14s have enjoyed 
the experience of playing AEGON Cup 
matches. I hope that this will stand them 
in good stead for the matches next year.

S Franks
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Prep Sports Days
Years 7 & 8 Results

Year 8 
1st  Daniel Vassell and Freya Lawton
2nd  Hanli Yang, Charlotte Jones and  
 Sophia Mills (girls equal second)
3rd  Toby Lewis

Year 7
1st  Joshua Haughton, Scarlett Preston,  
 Teah Petrova and Honey-Bo  
 Luscombe (girls’ equal first)
2nd  William Pridden
3rd  Alexander Lobban 

Shuttle Relay 
The Townsend Cup was awarded to Darby

Years 7 & 8 House Positions
1st  Darby
2nd  Telford 
3rd  Boulton 
4th  Watt 

Years 5 & 6 Results

Year 5
1st  Alfie Higgins  and Alice Wilson-Marsh 
2nd  Henry Greaves and Eve Hetherington
3rd  Henry Foster and Rumer Evans

Year 6
1st  Oliver Dieppe and Meghan Higgs
2nd  Roberto Sanghera and Jessica Fox 
3rd  William Broadhurst and Lauren Reid

The Haffner Cup (awarded for the furthest 
throw): Alife Higgins (Year 5) with a throw 
of 49.77 metres and a new School record.

Shuttle Relay
5SK and 6CL/6SC (shared)

Years 5 & 6 House Positions
1st  Watt  
2nd  Darby 
3rd Boulton
4th  Telford

Years 3 & 4 Results

Year 3
1st  Gabrielle Kavanagh and  
 Lucas Ashurst
2nd  Amber Edwards and Elliot Hill
3rd  Isabelle Ballard and William Francis

Year 4
1st  Caitlin Pridden and Edward Head
2nd  Zariya Petrova and Samuel Harries
3rd  Charlotte Hibbert-May and  
 William Siviter

Class result:
Year 3  3SL
Year 4  4RL

Years 3 & 4 House Positions
1st  Darby
2nd  Boulton
3rd  Telford
4th  Watt

Sports Day Photography by DE Photos
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Athletics

Senior School
Major Colours: Kieran Brinn,  
Hannah Brock, Joe Harper,  
Rufus Hulbert, Isaac Jayaratnasingham, 
Chris Osborne, Charles Sapwell

Minor Colours: Tom Bullock, Lucy Day, 
Emily Gittoes, Lucia Goodwin, Ewan Guy, 
Lewis Harper, Ethan Hart, Toby Hill,  
Teya Ilieva, Lauren Maclean,  
Sam Roberts, Hannah Sahota,  
Lena Siller, Jamie Wood,  
Felicitas Zahlbruckner

Prep School
Full Colours (Senior): Rohan Adams, 
Amy Arrowsmith, Lidia Belcuore,  
Rosie Callegari, Emily Dyer,  
George Hastings, Maximilian Jehan, 
Charlotte Jones, Ella Kenward,  
Freya Lawton, Manobal Limbu,  
Sara Lopez, Honey Bo Luscombe, 
Joseph McLoughlin, Sophia Mills,  
Emelia Moberley, Teah Petrova,  
Kingsley Reid, Seth Rogerson,  
Amelia Rowe, Markuss Townsend-Ford, 
Daniel Vassell, Hanli Yang

Full Colours (Junior): Oliver Dieppe, 
Meghan Higgs, Riana Hunt,  
Roberto Sanghera,  
Beau Vaughan-Hawkins,  
Alice Wilson-Marsh

Half Colours (Senior): Sienna Belcuore, 
Livia Cooke, Maria Christodolou,  
Finbar Dinnen, Yanbo Dong, Madison 
Faber, Ruby Foster, Jessica Fox,  
Joshua Haughton, Henry Hoare,  
James Hobbs, Nicholas Hunt,  
Toby Lewis, William Pridden,  
Lauren Reid, Airan Thapa Magar

Half Colours (Junior): Henry Barnes, 
Nancy Broadhurst, William Broadhurst, 
Emily Dyer, Jasper Gallagher,  
Alfie Higgins, Owen Hill, William Holroyd, 
Evie Kingston, Freddie Lawton,  
Amy Pinfield, Scarlet Preston,  
Lily-Mae Wood

Prep Athletes ranked top 10 in the West 
Midlands region:

U13 (Years 6 & 7):
1st Oliver Dieppe  
75m Hurdles 12.96 seconds; 1st in the 
region and ranked 30th in UK 
4th Alexander Lobban   
75 m Hurdles 13.6 seconds
5th Josh Haughton   
75m Hurdles 13.82 seconds
5th Honey Bo Luscombe  
High Jump 1.30 metres
7th Roberto Sanghera   
Long Jump 4.40 metres
7th Riana Hunt                                
Shot Put 7.02 metres
7th Scarlet Preston                         
Long Jump 4.20 metres
8th Beau Vaughan-Hawkins          
Javelin 24.77 metres
8th Riana Hunt & Meghan Higgs      
High Jump 1.25 metres
8th Alice Wilson-Marsh                    
600m 1 minute 55 seconds

U15 (Years 8 & 9):
1st Daniel Vassell Triple Jump 11.83 
metres
3rd Seth Rogerson                
Javelin 42.77 metres
6th Jose McLoughlin             
Hammer 26.85 metres
7th Manobal Limbu               
Discus 27.34 metres
9th Daniel Vassell                  
Heptathlon 1813 points
10th Hanli Yang                      
Long Jump 5.07 metres

Prep School Athletics Records

Year 8
Daniel Vassell (12.15 metres, triple jump) 
Amelia Rowe (44.70 seconds, 300m)
Seth Rogerson (42.79 metres, javelin)
Finbar Dinnen (5 minutes 50.10 
seconds, One-mile run)

Year 6
Rhianna Hunt and Meghan Higgs (1.30 
metres, high jump)
Oliver Dieppe 12.96 (75m, hurdles)

Year 5
Alice Wilson-Marsh (5 minutes 35.30 
seconds, 1500m)
Alfie Higgins (22.49 metres, javelin and 
49.77 metres, cricket ball throw)

Badminton 

Senior School
Caps: Thomas Eaves, Mill Siburuang

Major Colours: Jasmine Chan, Alvin Choi

Minor Colours: Aida Abd Rahim,  
Eloisa Borriello, Cherry Fung,  
Jenna Wong

Basketball

Senior School
Caps: Jack Duan, Taf Nyamaswe

Major Colours: Max Balin, Max Lee,  
Ivan Raspopov

Minor Colours: Kody Chik, Simi Jolaoso, 
Aakash Thapa Magar, Dan Wan

Cricket

Senior School
Caps: Ben Fitzmaurice, Tom Maidment, 
George Marshall

Major Colours: Ben Humphries,  
Ben Turner

Minor Colours: Ed Clews, Rhys Evans, 
Mitchell Hare, Joe Miszkowski, 
Mohammed Talukder

Prep School
Full Colours (Senior): Tom Astle,  
Jenny Fallows, Oliver Holden,  
Lucas Ingram, Nathan Jukes,  
Freya Lawton, Emelia Moberley,  
Harriet Owen, Seth Rogerson 

Full Colours (Junior): Will Broadhurst, 
Phoebe Dinnen, Prabhkiran Sondhi, 
Beau Vaughan-Hawkins, Finlay Wright

Half Colours (Senior): Robbie Bayliss, 
Millun Gill, Charlotte Jones,  
Ella Kenward, Toby Lewis,  
Alastair Ritchie, Libby Rolph 

Half Colours (Junior): Seth Benjamin, 
Rufus Cole, William Davidson,  
Oliver Dieppe, Alfie Higgins,  
William Holroyd, Riana Hunt,  
Abigail Lamb, Freddie Lawton,  
Freddie Pritchard, Lauren Reid,  
Matilda Wilkins

Honours Awards 2018/19
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Cross-Country 

Senior School 
Cap: Charles Sapwell

Major Colours: William Ayliffe,  
Andrii Iermolaiev 

Minor Colours: Emily Gittoes, Lena Siller

Prep School
Full Colours (Senior): Ella Kenward, 
Scarlet Preston, William Pridden,  
Amelia Rowe, Daniel Vassell
Full Colours (Junior): Oliver Dieppe, 
Meghan Higgs

Half Colours (Senior): Finbar Dinnen, 
Emily Dyer, George Hastings,  
Henry Hoare, Sara Saez Lopez,  
Honey Bo Luscombe, Teah Petrova
Half Colours (Junior): Ruby Broadhurst, 
Chloe Chan, Jessica Fox, Isla Goold,  
Alice Wilson-Marsh, Matilda Wilkins

Debating

Senior School
Major Colours:  Joshua Chung,  
Archie Holder, Akseli Ilmanen,  
Platon Kochetkov, Grayson Leversha, 
Cristian Salagor, Mikhail Shabalin

Minor Colours: Alexander Krastev,  
Tatiana Morikova

Drama

Senior School
Caps: Tom Anning, Lauren Leigh Milburn, 
Timofey Abbasov, Anya Butler,  
Aaron Nichols

Major Colours: Lily-Rose Faulkner-Schütt, 
James Gill, Archie Holder, Tomi Illori, 
Amy Nolan

Minor Colours: Ciara Hughes,  
Hugh Abraham

Football

Senior School
Caps: Tom Gibbs, Louis Große Honebrink 

Major Colours: Archie Batham-Read,  
Tom Borriello, Freddie Edge,  
Ben Humphries, Tom Siller,  
Josh Tidmarsh

Minor Colours: Bolu Adegbonmire,  
Ed Clews, Alfie Harvey Gilson, Daniel Wan
 
1st XI Player of the Year Trophy:  
Josh Tidmarsh 

Golf

Senior School
Caps: Alfie Broadhurst, James Lord, 
Richard Vaughan

Hockey

Senior School
Caps: Emily Lyle, Tom Maidment,  
Jess Ward, Lauren Watts, Lydia Wright

Major Colours: Alfie Broadhurst,  
Hannah Brock, Mollie Trow, Ben Turner, 
Sophie Ward and Siena Horton  
(in particular recognition of her 
international selection)

Minor Colours: Constantine Aletsee,  
Matt Bull, Rhys Evans, Francesca Mellor, 
Hannah Sahota, Callum Savage,  
Imogen Vaughan-Hawkins, Oliver Walker

Prep School
Full Colours (Senior): Robbie Bayliss, 
Oscar Bridgewater, Finbar Dinnen,  
Millun Gill, Charlotte Jones, Freya Lawton, 
Toby Lewis, Joe McLoughlin,  
Emelia Moberley, Daniel Vassell

Full Colours (Junior): Amelia Abraham, 
William Broadhurst, Oliver Dieppe, 
Madison Faber, Jasper Gallagher,  
Alfie Higgins, William Holroyd,  
Freddie Lawton, Frederick Lees,  
Beau Vaughan-Hawkins, Matilda Wilkins

Half Colours (Senior): Lidia Belcuore, 
Emma Dunnaker, Henry Goldstraw, 
Maximilian Jehan, Sophia Mills,  
Oliver Wilkins 

Half Colours (Junior): Henry Barnes, 
Jessica Fox, Meghan Higgs, Riana Hunt, 
Roberto Sanghera

Music

Senior School
Caps: Archie Batham-Read, Heidi Collie

Major Colours: Lisa Bradburn,  
Tristan Hall, Archie Holder,  
Christiana Lloyd, Amy Nolan,  
Charles Sapwell, Emily Schmid

Minor Colours: Andy Chia,  
Lucy Hannah, Joshua Lawson,  
Imogen Vaughan-Hawkins, Max Wong

Prep School
Full Colours (Senior): Charlie Abraham, 
Amy Arrowsmith, Joseph Boardman, 
Gabriel Brown, Bowen Cheung,  
Lydia Flynn, George Hastings,  
Henry Hoare, Laura Huang,  
Lilly-Rose Hunt, Nicholas Hunt,  
Evie Kingston, Hayley Lui, Amy Pinfield, 
Phoebe Qu, Serisha Sunner,  
Edward Thompson

Half Colours (Junior): Amelia Abraham, 
Emily Appleton, George Ascough,  
Charlie Collyer, Oliver Dieppe,  
Phoebe Dinnen, Ruby Foster,  
Jessica Fox, Riana Hunt, Abigail Lamb, 
Monty Lees, Aarush Thapa,  
Beau Vaughan-Hawkins, Joseph White

Netball

Senior School
Minor Colours: Emily Clark,  
Lucia Goodwin, Ruby Hanke,  
Corey McGlynn,  
Imogen Vaughan-Hawkins

Major Colours: Sophie Ford, Mollie Trow, 
Victoria Walters, Jess Ward, Sophie Ward, 
Lydia Wright

Caps: Hannah Barwell, Tumba Katanda, 
Rhea Patel, Ellie Preece, Taylor Watson

Prep School
Full Colours (Senior): Nancy Broadhurst, 
Emma Dunnaker, Charlotte Jones,  
Ella Kenward, Freya Lawton, Sophia Mills, 
Emelia Moberley, Harriet Owen,  
Libby Rolph
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Honours Awards 2018/19
Full Colours (Junior): Madison Faber, 
Riana Hunt

Half Colours (Senior): Emily Bower,  
Emily Collett, Ava Colley,  
Honey Bo Luscombe, Luci Meadows, 
Teah Petrova, Scarlet Preston,  
Elizabeth Smith, Alexandra Wright

Half Colours (Junior): Ruby Foster, 
Meghan Higgs

Rounders

Prep School
Full Colours: Ruby Foster, Meghan Higgs, 
Riana Hunt, Lauren Reid, Matilda Wilkins

Half Colours: Amelia Abraham,  
Isabelle Abraham, Sienna Belcuore, 
Madison Faber, Georgiana Howdle, 
Prabhkiran Sondhi

Rugby 

Senior School 
Caps: Max Buckland, Joe Harper,  
Rufus Hulbert, Peter Olley, Ben Turner, 
Lewis Maddox and Morgan French  
(in particular recognition of his 
international selection)

Major Colours: Ben Freeman,  
Jonathan Green, Chris Osborne,  
Richard Vaughan

Minor Colours: Bob Bray, Matt Bull,  
Ewan Guy, Lewis Harper, Ethan Hart,  
Dan Washington, JJ Williams 

Prep School
Full Colours (Senior): Robbie Bayliss, 
Henry Hoare, Oliver Holden, Toby Lewis, 
Daniel Vassell, Hanli Yang

Full Colours (Junior): Augustus Cole, 
Oliver Dieppe, Owen Hill (Boulton), 
Freddie Lawton

Half Colours (Senior): Finbar Dinnen, 
George Hastings, Maximilian Jehan, 
Manobal Limbu, Joseph McLoughlin, 
Airan Thapa Magar, Kingsley Reid 

Half Colours (Junior): William Broadhurst, 
Rufus Cole, Will Davidson,  
Jasper Gallagher, Freddie Pritchard, 
Roberto Sanghera, Freddie Slater,  
Beau Vaughan-Hawkins

Squash

Senior School
Caps: Jacob Hyland, Alex Waplington

Major Colours: Ilya Sinyugin,  
Karan Dhanjal

Minor Colours: Dan Grove, Aman Laroiya, 
Michael Malam

Swimming

Senior School
Cap: Sam Osborne (in particular 
recognition of his international selection)

Minor Colours: Elizabeth Aston,  
Brian Chu, Jayden Ng,  
Imogen Vaughan-Hawkins,  
Isabella Walters, George Wiggins

Major Colours: Harry Chan, Jacob Hyland

Prep School
Full Colours (Senior): Emily Bower,  
Lucy Cattell, Ben Collett, Darcy Dines, 
George Hastings, Fraser Jones,  
Isabelle Kavanagh, Kingsley Reid,  
Robert Riley, Maya Wingfield

Half Colours (Senior): Robbie Bayliss, 
Henry Hoare, Oliver Holden,  
Toby Lewis, Honey Bo Luscombe, 
Katherine Sutherland, Jack Wilkinson

Full Colours (Junior): Oliver Cattell,  
Oliver Dieppe, Henry Foster,  
Jessica Fox, Isla Goold, James Hackett, 
Meghan Higgs, Beau Vaughan-Hawkins, 
Alice Wilson-Marsh

Half Colours (Junior): William Davidson, 
Holly Dunnaker, Madison Falconer,  
Henry Greaves, Eve Hetherington, 
Georgiana Howdle, Riana Hunt, 
Mackenzie Jones, Aiden McGarry,  
Lauren Reid, Samantha Riley

Table Tennis 

Senior School
Caps: Alvin Choi, Katie Ho,  
Mill Sibunurang 

Minor Colours: Jade Ngan,  
Murat Shafigulin

Tennis

Senior School 
Cap:  Luke Lau

Major Colours: Mollie Trow, Linus Tsao, 
Lydia Wright

Minor Colours: Eloisa Borriello,  
Claudia Bullock, Gemma Calthorpe,  
Andy Chia, Bobby Mekushina,  
Victoria Moberley, Niya Popova

Prep School
Full Colours (Senior): Freya Lawton, 
Emelia Moberley, Harriet Owen,  
Sophia Sellers

Full Colours (Junior): Amelia Abraham, 
Isabelle Abraham, Sienna Belcuore, 
Katherine Dwenger

Half Colours (Senior): Emma Dunnaker, 
Charlotte Jones, Ella Kenward,  
Libby Rolph
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Liz Mullan  
(2001-2019)
It is hard to sum up the huge contribution 
Liz Mullan has made to Bromsgrove 
School since she joined in 2001. At this 
point, she took on the role of Head of Girls’ 
PE and Games, managing a large number 
of staff and fixtures and introducing new 
initiatives in Dance. Almost immediately, 
she took on a pastoral role as Head of Year 
6 and later moved on to be Head of Year 
8. As a Head of Year, Liz has always been 
concerned for the wellbeing and progress 
of every single pupil and introduced the 
Challenge 9 scheme aimed at re-engaging 
a group of pupils who were under-
performing within her year group. During 
this time, she also joined the safeguarding 
team; a role that naturally grew as the 
School increased in size. Indeed, last year, 
she took on the demanding role of co-
ordinating safeguarding across the School.

She also ran Honeysuckle House - a 
small house for Year 7 and 8 girl boarders 
with a real family atmosphere. One of the 
Housemother’s spoke with great fondness 
about her time working there, “My years 
at Honeysuckle were two of the happiest 
in my life. I loved working with Liz. She is 
an amazing and wonderful teacher. As a 
boarding houseparent, she was faultless. 
She had an amazing way of dealing with 
children. She always dealt with issues 
straight away and in just the right manner. 
She made the House a home from home.”

Prep Staff 
Leavers

More recently, Liz has worked tirelessly 
as Head of PSHEE, a subject for which 
she has a real passion and she made 
this an integral part of the education that 
our pupils receive. She is determined 
to address issues which will help pupils 
prepare for adult life and the challenges 
they will meet along the way. Her lessons 
are engaging and do not shy away from 
difficult topics. She is passionate about 
pupils’ mental health and introduced 
Stress Box sessions in Year 8 to help them 
deal with the pressures of modern life. This 
is something she will continue next year in 
a part time role after retiring. One of her 
colleagues praised her contribution in this 
area saying; “She is simply outstanding; 
calm, measured, child-centred, Liz deals 
with even the more distressing situations 
with a steady authority.”

In every job that Liz has taken on, 
she has shown great dedication and 
professionalism. She is always striving to 
do better and never prepared to rest on 
her laurels. She has supported children 
with her sensitive and caring manner 
but there are also many staff who have 
received great help and quiet guidance 
from her when they have encountered 
difficulties. I am often put to shame when I 
note that however busy she is, she always 
has time to talk to pupils, teachers and 
support staff. She will be greatly missed 
now that she is leaving the classroom 
behind but it is reassuring to know that 
the School will continue to benefit from 
her expertise and tremendous work ethic. 
I only hope she remembers that she has 
retired and takes time for herself because 
she definitely deserves this.

A Scheppel
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Sharon Lewis 
(2013-2019)
It is with great sadness that the Junior 
Department staff and pupils bid a 
very fond farewell to their much loved 
colleague, friend and teacher, Sharon 
Lewis, as she leaves us to move on to her 
next adventure. 

Since her arrival at the Preparatory School 
in September 2013, Sharon has worked 
tirelessly for the good of her pupils in 
every possible way. It is often said that 
passionate teachers are distinguished 
by their unwavering commitment to 
their students, and this sums Sharon up 
perfectly. She has been an exceptional 
class teacher and subject co-ordinator, 
providing a wonderful, vibrant learning 
environment and exciting educational 
experience for the children entrusted to 
her care. 

Through her important role on the 
Kindness Team, Sharon has ensured 
that pupils in Years 3, 4 and 5 have been 
happy and secure in their relationships 
within School and their wellbeing has 
been of paramount importance to her. 
She has co-ordinated and trained a team 
of Year 6 Buddies each year so that 
they can help their fellow pupils to the 
best of their ability. She has shown great 
dedication in this work, introducing the 
weekly Kindness Award for the younger 
pupils, leading kindness assemblies and 
organising visiting speakers and the termly 
Kindness Weeks. This is a role that Sharon 
has cared very deeply about and shown 
immense professionalism in her execution 
of; the Kindness team and pupils will feel 
her absence greatly. 

A teacher’s contribution makes for some 
of the most priceless of memories in a 
child’s school life. No matter how much 
pupils grow up, they can never forget the 
compliments, generous encouragement 
and unflinching support given to them 
by their teachers. This is certainly true of 
Sharon, and her presence on the Junior 
Department and Kindness teams will be 
missed by us all, staff and pupils alike.  

R Ivison
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Charlie Woollhead  
(2015-2019)
Charlie Woollhead joined Bromsgrove 
Preparatory School in 2015 and in just 
four years, he has made a huge impact 
within the Prep Drama Department. His 
passion for his subject, his care for his 
students and the plans he had for drama 
were lucidly clear from his arrival.

In 2016, he directed a production in the 
round of Alice in Wonderland in the old 
Cobham Hall. Both visually arresting and 
much enjoyed by the young cast, his wise 
choice to ignore the small stage at the 
end of Cobham, and put the audience 
around the actors was a perfect example 
of how Charlie was not afraid to challenge 
established ways of doing things and to try 
out new approaches. Such bold ideas were 
continued in November of 2017, when 
Charlie brought his Twelfth Night cast over 
to the Studio Theatre in Big School, having 
decided to perform the play in traverse 
with the audience on two sides. The 
runway stage had actors racing from one 
end of the studio to the other and giving 
a thrilling sense of travel and dislocation 
that is such an important part of that 
play. What followed in February 2018 was 
another spectacular production in The 
Thousand and One Nights – a tantalising 
glimpse of which we were lucky to see 
as part of the grand opening of the new 
Cobham Theatre the following November.  
The image of fifty children dressed in gold, 
orange and purple swarming onto the new 
stage and dancing with all the confidence, 
energy and joy of a chorus in a Bollywood 
film shall long remain in the memory.

In the same year, Charlie also took over 
the responsibility for putting every child in 
Year 6 on stage.  His idea to stage not one, 
but four separate plays, made the task not 
only logistically possible, but also ensured 
each child had a real opportunity to shine 
and this was an undoubted highlight in 
the Prep calendar this year and last. The 
Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe, his 
ambitious final Years 7 & 8 production, 
was theatrically inventive, epic in scale and 
a rich, visual feast for the eyes.  

The Prep School shall miss Mr Woollhead’s 
enthusiasm and the excellent training he 
has invested upon his students over the 
past four years; we wish him every success 
as he leaves to pursue his dreams of a 
professional solo acting career. 

T Norton
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Tracey Tweddell 
(2010-2019)
On the pastoral side of School life, it is 
inevitable that Houses in some way reflect 
the character and personality of their 
Houseparent. That has certainly been 
the case with Mary Windsor House and 
Tracey Tweddell: a partnership which, 
for nine years, has provided a boarding 
environment in which she has embodied 
the truly maternal figurehead, developing 
close relationships and a happy extended 
family feel for her girls as they progress 
through the School. Perhaps the most 
obvious mark of this is the fact that, even 
when Mary Windsor physically moved 
premises from the building which is now 
Page House to its present site on the 
edge of Lower Charford, the warmth of 
community spirit transferred seamlessly, 
for which she must take much of the 
credit. For Tracey, it is always about 
the people first, and that support and 
friendship has shaped those around her. 
Mary Windsor girls are always loyal to 
their House and each other: numerical 
disadvantage in some competitions has 
merely strengthened their resolve. The 
Tutor team too is a close-knit group who 
care deeply for their House. And never too 
far away, garnering such spirit, was Tracey 
herself, with her own family a visible 
presence in the Mary Windsor community 
– I distinctly remember her own son being 
cheered twice each lap (once by his own 
House, but also by the girls of MW based 
at another bend) as he completed the 
1500m at Sports Day one year. 

Boarding life is a vocation for Tracey, 
not a role defined by hours or duty 
shifts, and she has brought that sense of 
committed involvement to all facets of her 
life at Bromsgrove, not least, of course, 
in the Biology Department (including a 
memorable trip to Tanzania), but also seen 
in community aspects like the gardening 
activity, help with the Advent Service, 
or even just walking around the various 
matches with the dog on a Saturday 
afternoon. For the last couple of years 
she has been a valued Senior Boarding 
Houseparent, and progression in such a 
role is now assured as she moves on to be 
Head of Boarding at our affiliated school, 
BIST. It is another measure of Tracey’s 
worth that this move has universally been 
met with sadness that we are losing an 
excellent colleague, but delight for her in 
getting a deserved opportunity to challenge 
herself in a new role for which she is 
ideally suited. Bromsgrove Thailand will 
undoubtedly reap the benefits of a loyal 
servant of Bromsgrove UK: we all wish 
Tracey every success and happiness for 
the future.

A McClure

Senior Staff 
Leavers
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Gaynor Bruce 
(2014-2019)
Most of us will have a Gaynor story. Such 
was the nature of her job. Coming to us 
with strong academic credentials and 
experience of living in different parts of the 
world, as the Curriculum Support teacher, 
she has helped so many pupils over the 
last five years. Whether in the department 
or in her role as a tutor in Lyttelton House, 
what sets Gaynor apart is how much she 
really does care for the individual. If every 
pupil could have their own Gaynor they 
would all be getting straight A*’s and on 
their way to Oxbridge. 

However, it is not just the academic 
improvements she helps the pupils to 
make, they may enter her CS lessons 
deflated and demoralized, but come out 
smiling, confident, and re-energized. 
Those on her radar quickly come to 
appreciate and rely on her talents to 
turn them around and get the best from 
them. If you have ever had a tutee that 
Gaynor has been supporting, you will know 
how much they value and trust her. She 
really does get to know the pupil as an 
individual, seizing every opportunity to let 
parents know, in one of her wonderfully 
crafted emails, of an accomplishment 
or progress; no matter how small or 
insignificant it may seem to others. She 
sees the good in everyone and has a 
genuine heart of gold.

Gaynor’s energy does not stop with 
the pupils but has extended to us, the 
staff, too. Her visual aids for inset have 
intrigued us; we are never quite sure what 

is coming but we have always left armed 
with easy practical ways to support our 
teaching. She is awesome at twisting arms 
or encouraging us to do something we 
wouldn’t normally have the confidence 
for, and we will do it, partly because we 
don’t want to let Gaynor down. She has a 
hotline to the Easter Bunny, St Valentine 
and Santa Claus. She brings in fruit and 
cake for us to enjoy at break time. If there 
is an opportunity to create gifts or take 
part in fundraising, she will. She does 
not let a birthday, achievement or any 
opportunity pass where she can celebrate, 
congratulate or treat us all. 

One of the most independent and 
caring people you will come to meet, 
who will surely be missed as she moves 
to Uppingham as Head of Curriculum 
Support in their Senior School. There, 
she will start another chapter in her story, 
which, incidentally started in classic 
Gaynor-style involving escaped chickens 
and a pair of oven gloves and a not-quite 
first encounter with her new neighbours. 

Uppingham are very lucky to be getting 
such a lovely teacher, loyal friend, and 
caring member of a School community.
 
S Ascough

Michael Egan 
(2016-2019)
Michael joined Bromsgrove School in 2016 
as Head of Economics and got to work 
straight away transforming the department. 
His colleagues talk of him as “a genuinely 
warm classroom teacher who is deeply 
engaged in his subject”.  He is also an A 
level exam expert and this has helped the 
Economics department enormously.

Bringing things back to one of the main 
reasons why Mike will be missed – and 
that is the pupils. There have been 
countless times when former students 
have invited him to events or travelled 
back from university to say hello, certainly 
proof of the lasting impression he left on 
his Bromsgrove students. Engaging pupils 
in the classroom, going above and beyond, 
working tirelessly on Saturday mornings 
to run extra exam technique lectures says 
more than any stats ever will about the 
kind of teacher he is.

It is goodbye from Bromsgrove but 
definitely not a goodbye from many of the 
staff and pupils who will no doubt stay in 
touch.

O Spencer-Burton
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Senior School: Pre-Prep Survivors
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Senior School: Prep Survivors
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Senior School: Monitors

B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N

309



b
r
o

m
s
g
r
o

v
ia

n
310

b
r
o

m
s
g
r
o

v
ia

n

311



B
R
O

M
S
G
R
O

V
IA

N
312

With thanks to The School Photography Company and Tempest for the team photographs.    Designed and Printed by Hill Shorter Ltd.
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